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WSR 24-01-125
PERMANENT RULES
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

(Examining Board of Psychology)
[Filed December 19, 2023, 1:09 p.m., effective January 19, 2024]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.

Purpose: Health equity continuing education (CE) for psycholo-
gists under chapter 246-924 WAC. The examining board of psychology
(board) adopts amendments to WAC 246-924-230 to establish health equi-
ty CE requirements and implement ESSB 5229 (chapter 276, Laws of
2021) . The adopted rule requires two hours in health equity CE every
three years, rather than four years, and is absorbed into the existing
number of CE hours required. It does not change the total number of CE
hours required for the profession and aligns with licensed psycholo-
gists' three-year CE cycle.

RCW 43.70.613 (3) (b) directed the rule-making authority for each
health profession licensed under Title 18 RCW that is subject to con-
tinuing competency to adopt rules requiring a licensee to complete
health equity continuing competency training at least once every four
years. The statute also directed the department of health (department)
to create model rules establishing the minimum standards for health
equity CE programs. The department filed model rules for health equity
CE minimum standards on November 23, 2022, under WSR 22-23-167.

Additionally, the board adopts amendments in WAC 246-924-240,
246-924-250, 246-924-255, 246-924-300, and 246-924-330 to improve
clarity in the chapter and remove obsolete language, including provi-
sions that allowed the board to permit CE from another jurisdiction to
fulfill Washington's CE requirements and to waive CE requirements for
a retired psychologist who wishes to maintain active licensure.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC
246-924-230, 246-924-240, 246-924-250, 246-924-255, 246-924-300, and
246-924-330.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 43.70.613, 18.83.050,
18.83.090.

Other Authority: ESSB 5229 (chapter 276, Laws of 2021).

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 23-18-084 on September 5, 2023.

A final cost-benefit analysis is available by contacting Zachary
Patnode, P.0O. Box 47850, Olympia, WA 98504-7850, phone 360-490-2587,
TTY 711, email psychology@doh.wa.gov, website www.doh.wa.gov.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New O,
Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New O,
Amended 5, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 6, Repealed O.

Date Adopted: October 13, 2023.

Cedar O'Donnell, PhD, Chair
Examining Board of Psychology
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-01-071, filed 12/16/13, effective
1/1/14)

WAC 246-924-230 Continuing education requirements. (1) To renew
a license, a licensed psychologist ((m@st)) shall complete ((a—mirimum
ef—sixty)) at least 60 hours of continuing education (CE) every three
years, including a minimum of:

(a) ((Amintmum——oeFf)) Four hours ((mgst—Pbe)) in ethics. Areas to
be covered, depending on the ((Xiteemsee's)) psychologist's primary
area(s) of function are practice, consultation, research, teaching, or
supervision.

(b) ((BegimnmimgJanuary——20H4—ence—every s —years,—a minimam
of)) Two hours in health equity. Qualifying trainings must meet the
standards in WAC 246-12-830.
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suicide prevention, every six vears. Qualifying trainings must meet

the standards in WAC 246-924-255 and be listed on the department's
model 1list.

(2) Faculty providing CE offerings shall meet the training and
the full qualifications of their respective professions. All faculty
shall have demonstrated an expertise in the areas in which they are
instructing.

(3) The Washington state examining board of psychology may re-
quire any ((++teemsee)) licensed psychologist to submit documentation
to demonstrate compliance with the ((sixty)) 60 hours of CE.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-01-071, filed 12/16/13, effective
1/1/14)

WAC 246-924-240 ((Pefinitions—eof ecategories—of ereditable)) Ap-

proved continuing education activities. (1) All continuing education
(CE) activities must be directly relevant to maintaining or increasing
professional or scientific competence in psychology.

(2) Courses or workshops primarily designed to increase practice
income or office efficiency, are specifically noneligible for CE cred-
it.
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(3) ((Program—sponseors—erinstitutes—witl ot Freceive Pprior—o¥r
cgrrentboardapproval—for ChE status—erecategery=)) The board does not

review individual courses for preapproval.

(4) Courses, seminars, workshops, and postdoctoral institutes of-
fered or sponsored by the following qualify for CE credit for a 1li-
censed psychologist:

(a) Educational institutions chartered by a state and recognized
(accredited) by a regional association of schools, colleges and uni-
versities as providing graduate level course offerings. Documentation
must be recorded on an official transcript or certificate of comple-
tion;

(b) The American Psychological Association;

(c) Regional or state psychological associations or their sub-
chapters;

(d) Psychology internship training centers;

(e) Other professionally or scientifically recognized behavioral
science organizations; and

(f) The Washington state examining board of psychology.

(5) A licensed psychologist may earn credit toward the CE re-
gquirement through teaching an approved CE program. The CE credit
earned may not exceed ((¥kirty)) 30 hours every three years. Credit
for teaching an approved CE program may be earned on the following ba-
sis:

(a) One credit hour for each ((sixty)) 60 minutes actually spent
teaching the program for the first event. Credit may be conferred for
teaching similar subject matter only if the psychologist has actually
spent an equal or greater amount of preparation time updating the sub-
ject matter to be taught on a later occasion.

(b) One credit hour for each ((sixty)) 60 minutes actually spent
participating in a panel presentation.

( (Hor—~A—tiecensedpsychologistmay ecarn Checredit by attending—an

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 99-14-075, filed 7/6/99, effective

8/6/99)

WAC 246-924-250 Continuing education—Special considerations.
( (Fr—tHeu—trotalor paortiatrof sixty hovrs—eof €F)) (1) Expired 1i-
cense. In accordance with WAC 246-12-040, a psychologist whose creden-
tial has been expired for three years or more must document completion
of 40 hours of continuing education (CE), including four hours of eth-
ics. This CE must have been obtained within the two years prior to re-
instatement.

(2) The board may consider awarding total or partial CE credit
( (rovr—opproval—and—aceceptance—of)) for other programs as they are de-
veloped and implemented, such as:

((+)) (a) Compliance with a CE program developed by the Ameri-
can Psychological Association which provides either a recognition
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or American Board of Psychological Hypnosis
Credit hours for other specialty board or diploma certifica-
tions if and when they are established.

(ABPP)

chology

(c)

effective

filed 4/12/21,

(Amending WSR 21-09-031,

AMENDATORY SECTION

5/13/21)

WAC 246-924-255 Suicide ((intervention)) prevention training

standards.

at least

shall,

)

)

((

Each licensed psychologist

(1)

( (&5

complete a six-hour training in suicide

once every Six years,
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prevention that meets the standards of chapter 246-12 WAC

and is included on the department's model list.

C

MPT

(a) A psychologist's first training must be in suicide assess-—

and management.

Beginning July 1,
fving advanced training or training in treatment modalities shown to

be effective in working with people who are suicidal

treatment,
(b)

ment,

a psyvchologist must complete a quali-

2021,

If a gualifving training is not reasonably available, the

(i)

psychologist may substitute a six

guirements of

hour training that meets the re-

of this subsection.
If a psychologist has already completed their second train-

(a)

(11)
ing prior to July 1,

ply with

the psychologist's next training must com-

2021,

of this subsection.
(2) A licensed psychologist who is a state or local government

(b)

((#2r)) (1) of

employee is exempt from the requirements of subsection

WSR 24-01-125
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this section if the psychologist receives ((a—ftetadt—oe£f)) at least six
hours of training in suicide assessment, treatment, and management
from their employer every six years. For purposes of this subsection,
the training may be provided in one six-hour block or ( (may—be—spread
amerg)) in shorter training sessions ((at—the—employver's—diseretion)).
((#4¥)) (3) A licensed psychologist who is an employee of a com-
munity mental health agency or substance use disorder treatment pro-

gram licensed under chapter 71.24 RCW ((ef—a—ehem%ea%—depeﬂdeﬂey—pfe-

gfam—eef%%é%ed—Hﬁdef—ehap%ef—49—96A—R€W)) is exempt from the require-
ments of subsection ((42))) (1) (a) of this section if the psychologist

receives ((a—toetatl—ef)) at least six hours of training in suicide as-
sessment, treatment, and management from an employer every six years.
For purposes of this subsection, the training may be provided in one

six-hour block or ((may ke —spreacd—ameng)) in shorter training sessions
( (ae—th mptoyerts—diseretion)) .

((#5¥)) (4) A licensed psychologist who obtained training under
subsection ((—e+r—+4¥)) (2) or (3) of this section may obtain con-
tinuing education credit for that training subject to documentation as

defined in WAC 246-924-300.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 99-14-075, filed 7/6/99, effective
8/6/99)

WAC 246-924-300 Definition of acceptable documentation and proof
of ((€E)) continuing education. ((B3eensees)) (1) Licensed psycholo-
gists are responsible for acquiring and maintaining all acceptable
documentation of their continuing education (CE) activities.

(2) Acceptable documentation shall include transcripts, letters
from course instructors, or certificate of completion or other formal
certification. In all cases other than transcripts, the documentation
must show the participant's name, the activity title, number of CE
credit hours, date(s) of activity, faculty's name(s) and degree and
the signature of verifying individual (program sponsor).

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 99-14-075, filed 7/6/99, effective
8/6/99)

WAC 246-924-330 Continuing educatlonr—Exemptlon ( (Fa—tke
et o~ 7 2 nea o1l + ™ EeSE S NP T I BRSNS N ] bhoecoaiia 4: 1+ 1l neaa >~
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(1) Extension. A licensed psychologist may use the exten81on request
form to regquest additional time to meet their continuing education
(CE) requirements in order to renew their license and in other extenu-
ating circumstances. Based on the circumstances ((Fustify—3i¥)), the
board may grant a time extension ( (—Fhe—boardmay;,—in—tts—diseretion))
and, if appropriate, limit in part or in whole the provision of con-
sumer psychological services ((teo—the—eensumers)) until the CE re-
gquirements are met.

( (Fr—the——ecase—-of retirementor itInesss)) (2) Waiver. A licensed
psychologist may use the waiver request form to request the board
waive their CE requirements indefinitely due to illness.

(a) The board may grant indefinite waiver of CE as a regquirement
for relicensure, provided ( (ap—affidavitis—reeceived—indieating)) the
waiver request form indicates the psychologist is not providing con-
sumer psychological services ((teo—econsumers)).

(b) If ((swekh)) the psychologist's illness ((er—retirement)) sta-
tus ((+s—ehanged—o¥)) changes or the psychologist resumes providing
consumer psychological services ( (are—resumed;—it—is—incumbent—upon
the—tiecens o)), the psychologist must immediately notify the board
and ((£e)) resume meeting CE requirements for relicensure. CE credit
hours will be prorated for the portion of that three year period in-
volving resumption of ((swek)) services.
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