
WSR 24-04-097
PERMANENT RULES

SECRETARY OF STATE
[Filed February 7, 2024, 10:27 a.m., effective March 9, 2024]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.
Purpose: These proposed rules are to institute random assignment 

of initiative numbers and update the filing fee. The filing fee has 
been unchanged since 1913 and will be updated using the rate of infla-
tion. Changing the number assignment system will clarify the differ-
ence between the two types of initiatives, year of filing, and employ 
a randomly assigned number.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: New WAC 434-379-0071; 
and amending WAC 434-379-005.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 29A.04.611.
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 24-02-096 on January 3, 2024.
Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-

ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 1, Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 1, 
Amended 1, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: February 7, 2024.
Amanda Doyle

Chief of Staff

OTS-4871.5

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-12-090, filed 6/6/17, effective 
7/7/17)

WAC 434-379-005  Filing of an initiative or referendum—Fee—Re-
quired documents.  (1) A person desiring to file with the secretary of 
state a proposed initiative to the people, initiative to the legisla-
ture, or referendum measure may do so by filing the following docu-
ments:

(((1))) (a) A legible copy of the measure proposed, or the act or 
part of such act on which a referendum is desired;

(((2) An)) (b) A signed affidavit declaring under penalty of per-
jury:

(((a))) (i) That the person submitting the proposed measure is 
over ((eighteen)) 18 years of age and competent to testify;

(((b))) (ii) That the person submitting the proposed measure is a 
registered voter in the state of Washington;

(((c))) (iii) Whether the proposed measure is an initiative to 
the people, initiative to the legislature, or referendum; and
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(((d))) (iv) The subject of the initiative, or the bill number of 
the legislation being referred; and

(((3))) (c) A nonrefundable filing fee of ((five dollars)) $156 
for each measure submitted.

(2) The secretary may update the amount of the filing fee in sub-
section (1)(c) of this section at the beginning of each calendar year 
prior to the first day for initial filing of proposed initiatives to 
the people for that year.

(a) The filing fee amount may be updated by applying the federal 
bureau of labor statistics consumer price index inflation calculator 
rate, or its successor, to the original filing fee of five dollars set 
in 1913 for the state initiative and referendum process.

(b) Once the year's filing fee is determined, it shall be rounded 
down to the nearest whole dollar amount and posted online on the of-
fice of the secretary of state website, prior to the first day for in-
itiative filing of proposed initiatives for that year.

(c) This filing fee amount shall be used for all initiative and 
referendum filings until the next fee adjustment is made.

(3) The proposed measure is not considered filed with the secre-
tary of state until all documents and fees are filed, including any 
original versions required.

(4) Once the proposed text to an initiative or referendum is 
filed, the secretary of state shall submit the text with required in-
formation to the code reviser within one business day.

OTS-4888.4

NEW SECTION
WAC 434-379-0071  Maintenance of initiative and referendum series 

and assignment of serial numbers.  (1) The secretary of state shall 
maintain a separate series of serial numbers for initiatives to the 
people, initiatives to the legislature, referendum bills, and referen-
dum measures.

(a) The series for initiatives to the legislature shall be eight 
characters in length, commencing with the letters IL, followed by the 
last two digits of the calendar year in which the initiative to the 
legislature will be heard by the legislature and/or voted upon by the 
people, a hyphen after the last two digits of the calendar year, fol-
lowed by a unique, randomly-selected three-digit number, as prescribed 
by subsection (2) of this section.

(b) The series for initiatives to the people shall be eight char-
acters in length, commencing with the letters IP, followed by the last 
two digits of the calendar year in which the initiative to the people 
will be voted upon by the people, a hyphen after the last two digits 
of the calendar year, followed by a unique, randomly-selected three-
digit number, as prescribed by subsection (2) of this section.

(c) The series for referendum measures shall commence with the 
letters RM, followed by a unique number which is the next on the list 
of referendum measure numbers sequentially.

(d) The series for referendum bills shall commence with the let-
ters RB, followed by a unique number which is the next on the list of 
referendum bill numbers sequentially.
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(2) For each annual series of serial numbers, there are 1,000 po-
tential numbers to assign. The randomly-selected three-digit number 
shall be added to the five characters identifying the initiative type, 
year, and hyphen. As each available number is assigned, it shall be 
removed from the list. The secretary of state shall select the random 
three-digit serial number for each initiative to the legislature and 
initiative to the people using one of the following processes:

(a) A roll of three 10-sided dice numbered zero through nine 
shall determine the number for each digit of the number starting with 
the one's place, then the 10s place, and then the 100s place. Once se-
lected, this number shall be used in creating the serial number for 
the proposed initiative following the two-character designation (IL or 
IP) and year, and the hyphen.

(i) If the digit zero is rolled for the one's, the 10s place, and 
the 100s place, the dice shall be rolled again to select a number be-
tween one and 999.

(ii) If the selected number has been previously assigned and is 
no longer available on the list, the roll of the dice must be repeated 
until a unique number is selected; or

(b) Another method approved by the secretary of state.
(3) Random number selection shall not occur until the final text 

has been submitted by the sponsor and prior to transmitting the pro-
posed initiative to the attorney general per WAC 434-379-0073.

(a) The dice roll shall be conducted at the office of the secre-
tary of state and recorded.

(b) The recording showing the dice roll shall be posted online to 
the secretary of state website.
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