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WSR 24-06-014
PROPOSED RULES

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
[Filed February 26, 2024, 3:30 p.m.]

Original Notice.

Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 23-17-101.

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: WAC 182-550-2600
Inpatient psychiatric services.

Hearing Location(s): On April 9, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. The health
care authority (HCA) holds public hearings virtually without a physi-
cal meeting place. To attend the virtual public hearing, you must reg-
ister in advance https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/

WN 2cVZ3hp9Tim511WnaQYOmQ. If the link above opens with an error mes-
sage, please try using a different browser. After registering, you
will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the public hearing.

Date of Intended Adoption: No sooner than April 10, 2024.

Submit Written Comments to: Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box 42716,
Olympia, WA 98504-2716, email arc@hca.wa.gov, fax 360-586-9727, by
April 9, 2024, by 11:59 p.m.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Johanna Larson,
phone 360-725-1349, fax 360-586-9727, telecommunication[s] relay serv-
ice 711, email Johanna.larson@hca.wa.gov, by March 29, 2024.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including
Any Changes in Existing Rules: HCA is amending this section to replace
outdated terms such as "residential support network (RSN)" and "mental
health designee," to delete references to the department of mental
health, and to update language regarding authorization and certifica-
tion for inpatient psychiatric care consistent with the current man-
aged care and administrative services organization structure. HCA is
also making changes to align with RCW 74.09.520(13), which requires
HCA to provide a hospital payment for apple health clients who meet
the criteria for discharge from a hospital stay to certain facilities
but who cannot be discharged because placement is unavailable. This
revision provides for the payment of medically necessary ancillary
services to be billed by and paid to the hospital separately.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: See purpose.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160.

Statute Being Implemented: RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160.

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court
decision.

Name of Proponent: HCA, governmental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Jason Crabbe,
P.O. Box 42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, 360-725-9563; Implementation
and Enforcement: Yvonne Keller, P.O. Box 42730, Olympia, WA
98504-2730, 360-725-9993.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is not required under RCW 34.05.328. RCW
34.05.328 does not apply to HCA rules unless requested by the joint
administrative rules review committee or applied voluntarily.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal:

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(4).

Scope of exemption for rule proposal:

Is fully exempt.

Certified on 3/14/2024 [ 1 ] WSR 24-06-014
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(3) To be paid for an inpatient psychiatric admission, the hospi-
tal provider or hospital unit provider must meet the reqguirements for
payvment including the applicable general conditions of payment crite-
ria in WAC 182-502-0100.

(4) When billing the agency directly for Washington apple health
clients not enrolled in an agency-contracted managed care organization
(MCO) plan, hospitals may use the expedited prior authorization (EPA)
process for inpatient psychiatric services that require authorization
when the EPA criteria is met.

(a) To meet the EPA criteria, the inpatient admission must:

(1) Be medically necessary;

(1i) Have psychiatric needs as the focus of treatment and not
have an acute medical condition;

(1ii) Not have a less-restrictive placement available; and

(iv) Be approved or ordered by the professional in charge of the
facility.

(b) If the EPA criteria is not met, a hospital may request prior
authorization from the agency or the agency's designee.

(5) Authorization of elective, nonemergency, or emergency-related
poststabilization services by an agency-contracted MCO plan are sub-
ject to federal rules, including 42 C.F.R. 438.114 and 438.210.

(6) When clients enrolled in an agency-contracted MCO plan are
involuntarily detained or committed under chapter 71.05 or 71.34 RCW,
the stay must be treated as either an emergency or poststabilization
service, and authorization must follow the rules found in 42 C.F.R.
438.114.

(7) When a hospital or hospital unit bills the agency directly,
the agency pays the administrative day rate and pays for pharmacy
services ((amd)), pharmaceuticals, and medically necessary ancillary
services, as determined by the agency, for any authorized days that
meet the administrative day definition in WAC 182-550-1050 when ((a3+

+ T3 oy =1 g+ o oo N m + .
CIT [ S N . VVJ.Ll\j CUOUTTI OO T T I OUTOS [ e =y TIT T e
JAENAY T ~1 1 it Vo 1 o] atd 10 ERPEEE T PN IR TR SN S SN Lo B W= n e
\(_A.[ LI |\ S T =) - \jLA.J. o C T T TS ) VO LT UITIT CTrT AUl oo LUy
(1) T ~1 1 it Vo oA 4 o n ERP= NN 1 ey Al o~ T T xg Ao oYtz e
\LI[ LI |\ S TTC =) AN B S U R S U S i § ) T J.Ull\j - TIT \_AJ.&/(_A.J.J._Y IT \—y u_)u_)(_A.J._Y,
[~ T ~1 1 it Vo oA 4 o n_ 1 PN T R 20 + o+ Tt aoar oo g £ o Iz
\u/ LI |\ S T =) AN B S U i S U SN i § T J.Ull\j - TIT ) CITT LT T LLQJ.L__Y A [=) 1V
L P L T RPN
L o L 1T LTy
+))) less restrictive alternative treatments are not available,

posing a barrier to the client's safe discharge ( (+—and
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The agency may review paid claims and recoup any improperly

(8)

paid claims,

including determining whether the client did not meet EPA

See WAC 182-502-0230 and

criteria or other conditions of payment.

chapter 182-502A WAC.
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