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WSR 24-10-110
EXPEDITED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
[Filed May 1, 2024, 10:20 a.m.]

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Chapter 60-12
WAC, Washington beef commission.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including
Any Changes in Existing Rules: This rule making amends the Washington
beef commission (commission) WAC by incorporating changes from the
passage of 2ESSB 5150, during the 2024 legislative session. The rule
changes include the following:

Assessment increase for Washington state beef checkoff of up to
$2.50 per head to be implemented over a three-year period (2024, 2025,
and 2026). Due to the commission's authority to collect both the state
and federal beef checkoff, the total amount collected will be no more
than $3.00 per head. $1.00 of that total will be for the federal beef
checkoff.

New section that provides language around refunding an assess-
ment.

Propose to repeal WAC 60-12-005 as the details included in this
section are out of date and are clarified in WAC 60-12-010.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: Rule changes are required by passage
of 2ESSB 5150 during the 2024 regular legislative session.

Repeal of WAC 60-12-005 because rule is no longer necessary be-
cause of changed circumstances, and rule is redundant.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: Chapter 34.05 RCW.

Statute Being Implemented: RCW 16.67.120 and new section of chap-
ter 16.67 RCW created under 2ESSB 5150, section 3. (New section not
yet codified.)

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court
decision.

Name of Proponent: Washington beef commission, governmental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Megan Finken-
binder, 1111 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, 360-902-1887; Implemen-
tation and Enforcement: Jackie Madill, 4180 Lind Avenue S.W., Renton,
206-444-2902.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited
adoption process for these rules:

Adopts or incorporates by reference without material change fed-
eral statutes or regulations, Washington state statutes,
rules of other Washington state agencies, shoreline master
programs other than those programs governing shorelines of
statewide significance, or, as referenced by Washington
state law, national consensus codes that generally establish
industry standards, if the material adopted or incorporated
regulates the same subject matter and conduct as the adopt-
ing or incorporating rule.

Content is explicitly and specifically dictated by statute.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited re-

peal process for these rules:

The rule is no longer necessary because of changed circumstances.

Other rules of the agency or of another agency govern the same
activity as the rule, making the rule redundant.

Explanation of the Reason the Agency Believes the Expedited Rule-

Making Process is Appropriate: Expedited process is appropriate to in-
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corporate changes that have been established in statute by legislative
decision.

NOTICE

THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROC-
ESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EX-
PRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Megan Fin-
kenbinder, Department of Agriculture, 1111 Washington Street S.E.,
Olympia, phone 360-902-1887, fax 360-902-2092, email
mfinkenbinder@agr.wa.gov, AND RECEIVED BY July 2, 2024.

May 1, 2024
Derek I. Sandison
Director

OTS-5390.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 10-21-057, filed 10/15/10, effective
11/15/10)

WAC 60-12-010 Levy of assessment. (1) Pursuant to the National
Beef Promotion and Research Program, 7 U.S.C. S 2901, et seqg., RCW
16.67.120 and 16.67.122, the Washington state beef commission levies
an assessment of ((ere—dettar andfifty ecents per head)) up to $3.00
($2.00 of which goes to the state beef checkoff and $1.00 to the fed-
eral beef checkoff) per head to be implemented as prescribed in sub-
section (2) of this section on all Washington cattle sold in this
state or elsewhere, provided that no assessment shall be collected
with reference to the following:

(a) Sales by a person who purchased cattle solely for resale when
such resale occurs within ((¥en)) 10 days from such person's purchase
of the cattle and when any assessment due in connection with that
original purchase has been paid. In order to qualify for this excep-
tion, such persons additionally must present the designated collecting
person with their certification of nonproducer status form, along with
a brand inspection certificate, a bill of sale or other documentation
establishing the date of their purchase of the cattle. Such documenta-
tion must be presented to the designated collection person at the time
of sale ((fto—thedesigrated—eceollectionPpersen)).

(b) Sales of cattle where the cattle that have been transported
into Washington from another state for the purpose of sale and the
sale takes place within ((fkirty)) 30 days of the cattle entering the
state unless the assessment has not been paid in the state of origin.

(2) (a) Beginning July 1, 2024, the assessment for the combined
state and federal checkoff will be $2.00 per head. $0.50 of the $2.00
assessment levied under this subsection may not be collected at the
first point of sale of any calf identified with a green tag as identi-
fied in RCW 16.57.160.

(b) Beginning January 1, 2025, the assessment for the combined
state and federal checkoffs will be $2.50 per head. $1.00 of the $2.50
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assessment levied under this subsection may not be collected at the
first point of sale of any calf identified with a green tag as identi-
fied in RCW 16.57.160.

(c) Beginning January 1, 2026, the assessment for the combined
state and federal checkoffs will be $3.00 per head. $1.50 of the $3.00
assessment levied under this subsection may not be collected at the
first point of sale of any calf identified with a green tag as identi-
fied in RCW 16.57.160.

(3) Assessments shall be paid by and shall be collected from the
seller of the cattle. The term seller shall not include an agent or
representative who is compensated in connection with the sale solely
on a commission, handling fee or other service fee basis.

((3r)) (4) (a) A designated collecting person is defined as ei-
ther a state department of agriculture brand inspector where a brand
inspection is conducted in conjunction with a sale or the buyer of the
cattle where no brand inspection is conducted in connection with the
sale.

(b) Where a brand inspection is conducted in conjunction with a
sale, brand inspectors employed by the state department of agriculture
may collect the assessment from the seller of the cattle. Where no
brand inspection is conducted in connection with the sale, the buyer
of the cattle shall collect the assessment from the cattle seller at
the time of the sale. All assessments so collected shall be transmit-
ted directly to the Washington state beef commission by the fifteenth
of the month after the month of collection.

((#4)y)) (5) That portion of each assessment remitted to the Wash-
ington state beef commission for purposes of providing funds for a Na-
tional Beef Promotion and Research Program under 7 U.S.C. S 2901, et
seqg. shall be remitted to the cattlemen's beef promotion and research
board by the Washington state beef commission.

NEW SECTION

WAC 60-12-025 Refunds. (1) Chapter 16.67 RCW provides that of
the assessments levied in RCW 16.67.120, a producer or owner of cattle
from whom an assessment is collected, except for assessments collected
at the first point of sale of green tag calves not subject to the as-
sessment increases provided in RCW 16.67.120(2), has the right to re-
quest a refund of not more than $1.00 per head beginning July 1, 2024,
not more than $1.50 per head beginning January 1, 2025, and not more
than $2.00 per head beginning January 1, 2026. Refund requests must be
mailed to the commission within 90 calendar days of the assessment and
include the following information:

(a) Name and address of the producer or owner;

(b) Name and address of the entity collecting the assessment
(brand inspector or livestock market);

(c) Number of head on which a refund is requested;

Total amount of refund requested;

( Date of assessment;

( Producer's signature; and

( Proof of payment of the assessment.

(2) The commission must process the requested refunds on a calen-
dar quarterly basis. Any refund request that is received by the com-
mission less than 15 days from the end of the calendar quarter must be
paid at the end of the next gquarter.

NG Hh D Q.
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REPEALER

The following section of the Washington Administrative Code 1is
repealed:

WAC 60-12-005 Promulgation.
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