
WSR 24-17-099
EXPEDITED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
[Filed August 19, 2024, 8:47 a.m.]

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Chapter 16-236 
WAC, SEPA procedures.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: In response to a petition for rule mak-
ing, the department of agriculture (department) is proposing to clari-
fy current rule language by replacing all gender-specific pronouns 
with modern gender-inclusive pronouns.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: RCW 43.01.160 requires state agen-
cies to use gender-neutral terms in rules unless a specification of 
gender is intended. Replacing gender-specific terminology supports the 
department's commitment to integrate inclusive policies and procedures 
as outlined in the department's 22-25 strategic plan.

Gender-inclusive pronouns are pronouns that are not specifically 
gendered and can be utilized when referring to each other in the third 
person. They are linguistic tools that we use to refer to people. Us-
ing gender-neutral pronouns can help create a more inclusive and wel-
coming environment and show respect for people's gender identities.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 43.21C.120, 43.01.160.
Statute Being Implemented: Chapter 43.21C RCW.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: Skye Theriot, private.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting, Implementa-

tion, and Enforcement: Gloriann Robinson, 1111 Washington Street S.E., 
Olympia, WA, 360-902-1802.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited 
adoption process for these rules:

Corrects typographical errors, makes address or name changes, or 
clarifies language of a rule without changing its effect.

Explanation of the Reason the Agency Believes the Expedited Rule-
Making Process is Appropriate: The amendments in this proposal meet 
the criteria for expedited rule making specified in RCW 34.05.353 
(1)(c) by clarifying the rule, without changing its effect, by replac-
ing gender-specific pronouns with gender-inclusive pronouns.

NOTICE
THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROC-

ESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE 
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU 
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EX-
PRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Gloriann 
Robinson, Rules Coordinator, Washington State Department of Agricul-
ture, P.O. Box 42560, Olympia, WA 98504-2560, phone 360-902-1802, fax 
360-902-2092, email wsdarulescomments@agr.wa.gov, AND RECEIVED BY Oc-
tober 22, 2024.

August 19, 2024
Jason Ferrante
Deputy Director
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OTS-5743.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 84-24-033, filed 11/30/84)
WAC 16-236-050  Designation of responsible official.  Within the 

department of agriculture the ultimate responsible official is the di-
rector. The responsible official for a specific proposal shall be the 
assistant to the director in charge of environmental affairs or 
((his/her)) their designee.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 84-24-033, filed 11/30/84)
WAC 16-236-060  EIS preparation.  (1) Preparation of draft and 

final EISs and SEISs is the responsibility of the assistant to the di-
rector in charge of environmental affairs or ((his/her)) their desig-
nee. The responsible official shall be satisfied that all EISs and 
SEISs issued by the department are in compliance with these rules and 
chapter 197-11 WAC.

(2) Any draft or final EIS or SEIS shall be prepared by the de-
partment, the applicant, or by a consultant mutually agreed upon by 
the department and applicant.

(3) Whenever someone other than the department prepares a draft 
or final EIS or SEIS, the responsible official shall:

(a) Coordinate scoping to ensure that the individual preparing 
the document receives all substantive information submitted by any 
agency or person.

(b) Direct the areas of research and study to be undertaken and 
the content and organization of the document.

(c) Assist in obtaining information on file with another agency 
that is needed by the person preparing the document.

(d) Allow the person preparing the document access to department 
records relating to the document, as prescribed in chapter 16-06 WAC, 
Public records.

(4) Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the department 
from charging any fee of an applicant that the department is otherwise 
authorized to charge (see WAC 197-11-914). A performance bond in 
amount specified by the department may be required of the applicant to 
ensure payment of department expenses in preparing, in whole or in 
part, a draft or final EIS or SEIS.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 84-24-033, filed 11/30/84)
WAC 16-236-100  Public notice requirements.  (1) When these rules 

require notice of environmental document preparation or availability, 
as a lead agency and taking into consideration the geographic area af-
fected by the proposal, the size and complexity of the proposal, the 
public notice requirements for the permit or approval required from 
the department, public interest expressed in the proposal, and whether 
the proposal is a project or regulation, the department shall give 
public notice by using at least one of the following methods:

(a) Posting the property, for site-specific proposals;
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(b) Publishing notice in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the county, city, or general area where the proposal is located;

(c) Notifying public or private groups which have expressed in-
terest in a certain proposal or in the type of proposal being consid-
ered;

(d) Notifying the news media; and/or
(e) Publishing notice in a department newsletter.
(2) Whenever possible, the department shall integrate these pub-

lic notice requirements with existing notice procedures for any de-
partment permits or approvals required for the proposal.

(3) The department may require an applicant to complete the pub-
lic notice requirements for the applicant's proposal at ((his or her)) 
their expense.
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