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WSR 24-22-101
PROPOSED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed November 2, 2024, 2:25 p.m.]

Original Notice.

Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 23-16-044.

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Creating new
agency affiliated counselor credentials and making other updates to
chapter 246-810 WAC, Counselors.

The department of health (department) is proposing amendments to
chapter 246-810 WAC to implement E2SHB 1504 (chapter 170, Laws of
2021), 2SHB 1724 (chapter 425, Laws of 2023), and E2SHB 2247 (chapter
371, Laws of 2024).

The proposed amendments: (1) Establish requirements for new agen-
cy affiliated counselor (AAC) credentials, including supervised expe-
rience, education, and coursework requirements; (2) establish that
student interns are eligible for the registered AAC credential; (3)
add federally qualified health centers as an approved practice setting
for AACs after January 1, 2028; and (4) clarify credential require-
ments for the certified counselor, certified adviser, and hypnothera-
pist professions, consistent with recommendations made by the certi-
fied counselors and hypnotherapists advisory committee; and make other
updates to the chapter.

Hearing Location(s): On January 7, 2025, at 3:00 p.m., virtual.
Register in advance for this webinar https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN AfWSgv5AQ0e8ulavlsS H6Q.

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email contain-
ing information about joining the webinar.

Date of Intended Adoption: January 14, 2025.

Submit Written Comments to: Carmen Leso, P.O. Box 47850, Olympia,
WA 98504-7850, email https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/policyreview/,
carmen.leso@doh.wa.gov, beginning the date and time of this filing, by
January 7, 2025, at 11:59 p.m.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Carmen Leso,
phone 360-742-1463, TTY 711, email carmen.leso@doh.wa.gov, by December
17, 2025 [2024].

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including
Any Changes in Existing Rules: The proposed rules are necessary to im-
plement legislation and resolve conflicts between statutory authority
and chapter 246-810 WAC. The department is required to implement the
following bills:

. 2SHB 1724, which created two new credentials, the AAC certifica-
tion and AAC license, and requires the department to create cour-
sework standards and adopt other rules necessary to administer
the professions;

. E2SHB 1504, which added that student interns, "as defined by the
department," are eligible to become registered AACs; and

. E2SHB 2247, which added a new practice setting to the AAC profes-
sions.

The main purpose of the proposed rules is to implement the legis-
lation listed above. This includes the following amendments to chapter
246-810 WAC:

. Establishing coursework requirements for the new AAC credentials;
. Establishing supervised experience requirements for the new AAC
credentials;
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. Updating the AAC fee schedule to include the new AAC credentials;

. Updating rules to allow student interns to be credentialed as
registered AACs; and

. Adding federally qualified health centers to the list of practice

settings for AACs.

Additionally, the proposed rules make additional changes to the
chapter, including:

. Clarifying and updating language throughout the whole chapter;

. Removing unnecessary barriers to certified counselor and certi-
fied adviser applicants by updating coursework requirements;

. Requiring applicants to have their foreign transcripts translated
and evaluated by a credential evaluation service;

. Rearranging the chapter so that rules applicable to all profes-

sions in this chapter appear near the beginning of the chapter;
Adding rule sections that clarify the application process;
Amending document retention requirements;

Updating and clarifying continuing education standards; and
Making other amendments as appropriate.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: In addition to fulfilling the intent
of 2SHB 1724, E2SHB 1504, and E2SHB 2247, the proposed rules for these
professions will allow the department to consistently uphold profes-
sional standards that protect patient safety.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.19.050 and 18.19.090.
Statute Being Implemented: E2SHB 1504 (chapter 170, Laws of
2021), 2SHB 1724 (chapter 425, Laws of 2023), E2SHB 2247 (chapter 371,

Laws of 2024), and RCW 18.19.020.

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court
decision.

Name of Proponent: Department of health, governmental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting, Implementa-
tion, and Enforcement: Carmen Leso, 111 Israel Road S.E., Tumwater, WA
98501, 360-742-1463.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is required under RCW 34.05.328. A pre-
liminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting Carmen
Leso, P.O. Box 47850, Olympia, WA 98504-7850, phone 360-742-1463, TTY
711, email carmen.lesol@doh.wa.gov, www.doh.wa.gov.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal:

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(4).

Explanation of exemptions: The proposed rules impact only indi-
vidual behavioral health providers or applicants, not businesses.

Scope of exemption for rule proposal:

Is fully exempt.

November 1, 2024

Todd Mountin, PMP

Deputy Chief of Policy

for Umair A. Shah, MD, MPH
Secretary of Health

OTS-5814.6
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 11-22-087, filed 11/1/11, effective
12/2/11)

WAC 246-810-010 Definitions. The definitions in RCW 18.19.020
and this section apply throughout this chapter unless the ((eermternt))
context clearly requires otherwise.

(1) "Agency" means:

(a) An agency or facility operated, licensed, or certified by the
state of Washington to provide a specific counseling service or serv-
ices;

(b) A federally recognized Indian tribe located within the state;
((ex))

(c) A county as listed in chapter 36.04 RCW; or

(d) After January 1, 2028, a federally gqualified health center as
defined in WAC 182-548-1100 that is located in Washington state.

(2) "Agency affiliated counselor" means a person registered, cer-
tified, or licensed under chapter 18.19 RCW, and this chapter, who is
engaged in counseling and employed by, or a student intern working in,
an agency listed in WAC 246-810-016 or an agency recognized under WAC
246-810-017 to provide a specific counseling service or services.

(3) "Approved educational program" means any college or universi-
ty accredited by an accreditation body recognized by the Council for
Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) or the United States Department
of Education (USDOE) .

(4) "Certified adviser" means a person certified under chapter
18.19 RCW, and this chapter, who is engaged in private practice coun-
seling to the extent authorized in WAC 246-810-021.

((4y)) (5) "Certified agency affiliated counselor" means an in-
dividual certified under chapter 18.19 RCW, and this chapter, who is
practicing counseling with a recognized agency.

(6) "Certified counselor™ means a person certified under chapter
18.19 RCW, and this chapter, who is engaged in private practice coun-
seling to the extent authorized in WAC 246-810-0201.

((#5¥)) (1) "Client" means an individual who receives or partici-
pates in counseling or group counseling.

((#6)r)) (8) "Consultation" means the professional assistance and
practice guidance that a certified counselor receives from a counsel-
ing-related professional credentialed under chapter 18.130 RCW and

listed in WAC 246-810-026(2). ( (Fhis—may—inctader

(=) ol ~e~ + 1 ooyt o £ 4 g~ il
T oTrITg—CcIr CCTrcrr = CO—COoOTrrsC=TOoT

++F)) (9) "Counseling™ means employing any therapeutic techniques

including, but not limited to, social work, mental health counseling,
marriage and family therapy, and hypnotherapy, for a fee that offer,
assist, or attempt to assist, an individual or individuals in the
amelioration or adjustment of mental, emotional, or behavioral prob-
lems, and includes therapeutic technigques to achieve sensitivity and
awareness of self and others and the development of human potential.
For the purpose of this chapter, nothing may be construed to imply
that the practice of hypnotherapy is necessarily limited to counsel-
ing.

Certified on 11/18/2024 [ 3 ] WSR 24-22-101



Washington State Register WSR 24-22-101

((48¥)) [(10) "Counselor" means an individual who engages in the
practice of counseling to the public for a fee, including for the pur-
poses of this chapter, agency affiliated counselors, certified counse-
lors, certified advisers, and hypnotherapists ( (—ared—ortit—dadty—3

201N roexar ot A AN vr—w))
Z o TUuy 1TSS COoOUTrsSCTroTrS .

((#%¥)) (11) "Department" means the Washington state department
of health.

.(( 1A] 1A]

reeeived—Pby—+the——ecounseteor for ecounseling servicesprovided,—regarddess
of—+the—seuree=

3++)) (12) "Hypnotherapist" means a person registered under
chapter 18.19 RCW, and this chapter, who is practicing hypnosis as a
modality.

((+2r)) (13) "Licensed agency affiliated counselor" means an in-

dividual licensed under chapter 18.19 RCW, and this chapter, who is
practicing counseling with a recognized agency.

(14) "Licensed health care practitioner" means a licensed practi-
tioner under the following chapters:

(a) Physician licensed under chapter 18.71 RCW( (=)) 2

(b) Osteopathic physician licensed under chapter 18.57 RCW((=))2

(c) Psychiatric advanced practice registered nurse ( (practitieon—
e¥)) licensed under chapter 18.79 RCW( (<))

(d) Naturopathic physician licensed under chapter 18.36A
RCW ( (=) ) 2

(e) Psychologist licensed under chapter 18.83 RCW((=)); or

(f) Independent clinical social worker, marriage and family
therapist, mental health counselor, or advanced social worker licensed
under chapter 18.225 RCW.

( " 1 1 1 "

TORN

o 139 sz o PPANEE S B =i A SN o 1 eV PSP NE S I B i = ~ Atz o r o o £ o A 1
=) LT LI_Y (&Y Ay [ S U S S A8 \AWAD SN W) P S N L . Ay [ S U S S A8 AV IO - (@ yw) u_)b/ NS S S A8 LT
Whe—246—-81 00203 e 246816621

+43)) (15) "Mental health professional" has the same meaning as

defined in RCW 71.05.020.

(16) "Psychotherapy" means the practice of counseling using diag-
nosis of mental disorders according to the fourth edition of the Diag-
nostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, and the development
of treatment plans for counseling based on diagnosis of mental disor-
ders in accordance with established practice standards.

((++5)—"Recogn ' . : .
the——seer -

+3+6))) (17) "Recognized agency or facility" means an agency or
facility that has requested and been ((reecegrized)) authorized under
WAC 246-810-017 to employ agency affiliated counselors to perform a
specific counseling service, or services for those purposes only.

((+H-)) (18) "Registered agency affiliated counselor" means any
individual registered under chapter 18.19 RCW, and this chapter, who
is practicing counseling with a recognized agency. This includes stu-
dent interns and juvenile probation counselors who are employees of
the juvenile court under RCW 13.04.035 and 13.04.040 and juvenile
court employees, providing functional family therapy, aggression re-
placement training, or other evidence-based programs approved by the
department of children, vouth, and families.

(19) "Secretary" means the secretary of the department of health
or the secretary's designee.

((=+2y)) (20) "Student intern" means a person currently complet-—
ing an internship or practicum as a component of their educational de-

S 7
oLy
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A student intern mayv be a registered agency affiliated

gree program.
counselor.

means any counseling experience that

"Supervised experience"

(21)
was attained with an active credential,

a gualifyving educational program,

during or after completion of

under the supervision of a creden-

tialed mental health professional who can independently assess and di-

agnose as part of their scope of practice.

"Supervision" means the oversight that a counseling-related

22
professional credentialed under chapter 18.130 RCW provides.

)) 23) "Unprofessional conduct" means the conduct descri-
.130.180.

((

bed in RCW 18

effective

filed 7/8/09,

(Amending WSR 09-15-041,

AMENDATORY SECTION

7/8/09)

((

WAC 246-810-011 Exempt activities and individuals.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-012 Application process. (1) ((Apptiearnts)) An ap-
plicant for an agency affiliated counselor, certified counselor, or
certified adviser ( (—er—hyprotherapistmust—appty)) credential shall
submit to the department:

(a) An application on forms ((estakitished)) provided by the
( (seexretary)) department under RCW 18.19.090;

(b) Official transcripts to verify completion of any coursework
and degrees necessary for the credential;

(c) Documentation to verify completion of any supervised experi-
ence necessary for the credential;

(d) Employment verification if necessary for the credential;

(e) Applicable fee(s) required under WAC 246-810-990; and

(f) Any additional supporting documentation requested by the de-

(2) ((The—eappiieation—for—ageney offitiated—counselor;—~eertified
a1 o~ e v N o £ o A S Axza o mitat 2N~ 00 A o Ao o n £ + 1 SN
CoTIroCTOoT7 O CCTrc T COatOv oSt Mtaotc Tt oc o Ot SCTrTrptcTro—OTT—C1t =5 =4
Bnlioaa~+ 1o ES] nt o+ o n A3 o~ o + 1 iz v o~ o oo
PrrContc s OTrrrCrtaocTOotry sttty crCoOTY7 oL cettrT—gout—

(2 Th ISR CNE RS TR =L LI SNV T N A2+ 2 ol Adocraman+ ~ 4+ 2 n + ot o

=7 1T oo CTT cary ity LTogurL oot oo tComCcac O coO— Ottt
ma whaoatrhoay S o] 0 N + o + 1 ST B A = AN na £ + 1 RN P S BN |
Tt Wt T C T atf—appPp T Caortrc 1t TS C1itf oo rrrrrCaotTrOITs 0T CIT A S WA i Wy i g W g & e
ENESN I I~~~ ENE Sz v ~aan A L Ao o £ + 1 RN oA S BN |
[ 15 1 1O R s S S 5 & o (& oty gTrounts  TOoTr  OCThraTr—OT—CtIt A S WA i Wy i g S g & e g

WAC—246—-81+0—990+)) A student intern may choose to practice:

(a) With a credential as a registered agency affiliated counse-
lor, after applving under subsection (1) of this section; or

(b) Without a credential, under the student exemption in RCW
18.19.040.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-810-0121 Foreign transcript evaluation requirements.
(1) For degree(s) obtained outside the United States and its territo-
ries, the applicant must have the transcript translated and evaluated
by:

(a) An organization that is a current member of the National As-

sociation of Credential Evaluation Services (NACES); or
(b) An organization that is a current member of the Association
of International Credential Evaluators, Inc. (AICE).

(2) The evaluating organization must validate the degree to de-
termine its equivalence to an academic program approved by the Council
for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) or the United States Depart-
ment of Education (USDOE). The department shall determine if the de-
gree satisfies the educational requirements of this chapter, depending
on the degree's United States equivalent.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-013 State agency employee credentialing require-
£

'va‘l 201N
Y

ments l T+ 1 Ta = = = 1o
ohrt ot Ty ZO T Uy ot CLL[t/J.\J_YCC O o ocactc agtclircy WITO IO

Bracot 1 o~~~ PRI B B - NP NN Y £ Koo » oo+ 1 n mar ot aradan

b/J_u.uL_ A== FAC R A A B Sy ) e npunp 5 4T By 7 (SIS (= B i i B o g Ry [ R ¥ ISATA=E = " p [13V o I waa v \ SR AW Aw )
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+ =~ = ~ o - roe ot rod St o 1 eV r A PN C AR T SN =i =it i B T 11 o 1o
C 1T A8 (@ yw) (&Y - \jJ.u_)L_ - A8 \AWAD SN W) P S N L aIT (_A.\j J.l\_/_Y a1 T 11T 1T C A8 \AWAW SN W) P S N py
1 aa  +1h T met 1o A~ TIND DA Q1N N11
- [Srw) CITT _Y [ e =y 2y lllbll_ IO - LAF®Y 1 O e np v A\ S
2 —on—and—after—Judy—3++—26+6+)) An employee of a state agency((+

praetiee)) who is practicing counseling((+)) as part of ((kis—er—her
pesitieny;)) their employment must be credentialed as an agency affili-
ated counselor unless they are exempt under WAC 246-810-011.

((3r)) (2) A person may not, for a fee or as a part of ((kis—er
her—peosition—as—an—employ ef)) their employment with a state agency,
practice hypnotherapy without being registered to practice as a hypno-
therapist unless they are exempt under WAC 246-810-011.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-810-0131 Requirements to report suspected abuse or ne-
glect of a child or wvulnerable adult. (1) As required by chapter
26.44 RCW, all counselors shall immediately report abuse or neglect of
a child if the counselor has reasonable cause to believe that an inci-
dent has occurred.

(2) As required by chapter 74.34 RCW, all counselors must report
suspected abandonment, abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation of a
vulnerable adult when there is reasonable cause to believe that aban-
donment, abuse, financial exploitation, or neglect has occurred.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-810-0132 Sexual misconduct regulations. A counselor
shall not engage, or attempt to engage, in sexual misconduct with a
current or former patient, client, or key party, inside or outside the
practice setting. The definitions and prohibitions on sexual miscon-
duct described in WAC 246-16-100 apply to counselors, with the excep-
tion of (4) and (5) in WAC 246-16-100. A counselor shall never engage,
or attempt to engage, in the activities listed in WAC 246-16-100(1).

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-810-0133 Mandatory reporting. An individual creden-
tialed under this chapter and other mandatory reporters under chapter
246-16 WAC must report unprofessional conduct in compliance with the
Uniform Disciplinary Act in chapter 18.130 RCW and the standards of
professional conduct in chapter 246-16 WAC.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-12-074, filed 6/1/20, effective
7/2/20)

WAC 246-810-015 Agency affiliated counselor: Scope of practice

and ((eredentialing)) application requirements. (1) An agency affili-
ated counselor may only provide counseling services ( (as—part—ef—his

r» Ko man ] PPV N NS SN NPV AT T SN =i S S B SN NP B T R PN v A N A~~~ oA

A - I - lllb/J.U_Ylll ITC & e TT (_/L\j Ll\_/_Y [ € NN S S S S Ry U A8 \SAWAD Y ) J S [ S (&1 - \_/U\leJ.La A

agerey)) within an agency and as defined in RCW 18.19.215.
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BHar—Pppticants—must)) shall submit an application to the de-
partment within the first ((kirtsy)) 30 days of employment, or student

internship placement, at an agency in order to continue working while

ments—within ninety davys—the appticantmast—Steop—working~)) (3) If

the department regquests additional information or documentation, the

applicant shall resolve the reguest to continue working. If the cre-
dential is not issued within 90 days of the department's reguest, the
applicant shall stop working.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-810-0151 Registered agency affiliated counselor creden-
tialing requirements. An applicant for a registered agency affiliated
counselor credential must:

(1) Be employed by, or have a current offer of employment from,
an agency or facility identified in WAC 246-810-016; or

(2) Be a student intern working in an agency for the duration of
their student internship or practicum under RCW 18.19.090.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-810-0152 Certified agency affiliated counselor creden-
tialing requirements. (1) An applicant for a certified agency affili-
ated counselor credential must:

(a) Be employed by, or have a current offer of employment from,
an agency or facility identified in WAC 246-810-016;

(b) Have a bachelor's degree in counseling or one of the social
sciences from an accredited college or university as specified in RCW
18.19.090;

(c) Meet the minimum coursework requirements in WAC 246-810-0153;
and

(d) Have a minimum of five years' supervised experience gained in
accordance with subsection (2) of this section.

(2) Supervised experience must be:

(a) In direct treatment of persons with a mental disorder;

(b) Gained under the supervision of a mental health professional
who can independently assess and diagnose within the scope of practice
of their credential;

(c) Obtained after the completion of their degree or through an
internship or practicum that is part of their degree program require-
ments; and

(d) Obtained under a credential to practice counseling or through
a supervised internship or practicum.

(3) For an applicant whose experience was obtained prior to Janu-
ary 1, 2025, the department accepts supervised experience provided by

Certified on 11/18/2024 [ 8 ] WSR 24-22-101
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a registered agency affiliated counselor who was designated as a men-
tal health professional.

(4) For an applicant who obtains supervised experience in private
practice, supervision must be provided by a mental health professional
as defined in RCW 71.05.020.

(5) Experience earned out-of-state may be considered if:

(a) The applicant held a credential in that state that was sub-
stantially equivalent to a counselor as defined in this chapter or a
mental health professional as defined in RCW 71.05.020; and

(b) Supervised experience met the requirements described in sub-
section (2) of this section.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-810-0153 Coursework requirements for certified agency
affiliated counselors. (1) An applicant for agency affiliated counse-
lor certification shall complete a counseling or social science degree
from an approved educational program. The degree must have included
four courses from at least two knowledge areas listed in this subsec-
tion and shown in Table 1. The knowledge areas include:

(a) Human behavior and counseling, which includes, but is not
limited to:

i) Counseling;

ii) Psychology;

iii) Applied behavior science;
iv) Social work;

v) Social welfare;

(

(

(

(

(

(vi) Behavioral health care; and

(vii) Human development;

(b) Justice in society, which includes, but is not limited to:

(1) Ethics;

(11) Political science;

(iii) Philosophy;

(iv) Criminal justice; and

(v) Social justice;

(c) Cultural competence, which includes, but is not limited to:

(1) Communications;

(11) Gender studies;

(11ii) Human services;

(iv) Ethnic studies;

(v) History of culture(s); and

(vi) Sociology.

Table 1
Examples of Course Topics. Requirements may be met by courses in
Knowledge Areas topic areas including, but not limited to, those listed below.
Human Behavior and Counseling Counseling, psychology, applied behavior science, social work, social
welfare, behavioral health care, human development

Justice in Society Ethics, political science, philosophy, criminal justice, social justice
Cultural Competence Communications, gender studies, human services, ethnic studies, history

of culture(s), sociology

(2) An applicant who has a bachelor's degree in psychology, so-
cial work, or behavioral health care is considered to have met the
coursework requirements outlined in this section.

Certified on 11/18/2024 [ 9 ] WSR 24-22-101
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(3) An applicant is deemed to have met coursework requirements
under RCW 18.19.090(6) if they:

(a) Satisfy the requirements of RCW 18.19.090(3) by the effective
date of this rule; and

(b) Apply for certification by July 1, 2027.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-810-0154 Licensed agency affiliated counselor creden-
tialing requirements. (1) An applicant for a licensed agency affili-
ated counselor credential must:

(a) Be employed by, or have a current offer of employment from,
an agency or facility identified in WAC 246-810-016;

(b) Have an advanced degree in counseling or one of the social
sciences from an accredited college or university as specified in RCW
18.19.090;

(c) Meet the minimum coursework requirements in WAC 246-810-0155;
and

(d) Have a minimum of two years of supervised experience gained
under subsection (2) of this section.

(2) Supervised experience must be:

(a) In direct treatment of persons with a mental disorder;

(b) Gained under the supervision of a mental health professional
who can independently assess and diagnose within the scope of practice
of their credential;

(c) Obtained after the completion of their degree or through an
internship or practicum that is part of their degree program require-
ments; and

(d) Obtained under a credential to practice counseling or through
a supervised internship or practicum.

(3) For an applicant whose supervised experience was obtained
prior to January 1, 2025, the department accepts supervised experience
provided by a registered agency affiliated counselor who was designa-
ted as a mental health professional.

(4) For an applicant who obtains supervised experience in private
practice, the supervision must be provided by a mental health profes-
sional as defined in RCW 71.05.020.

(5) Supervised experience earned out-of-state may be considered
if:

(a) The applicant held a credential in that state that was sub-
stantially equivalent to a counselor or a mental health professional
as defined in RCW 71.05.020; and

(b) Supervised experience met the requirements described in sub-
section (2) of this section.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-810-0155 Coursework requirements for licensed agency af-
filiated counselors. An applicant for the agency affiliated counselor
license shall meet one of the following coursework pathways by com-
pleting graduate-level classes, for credit, from an approved educa-
tional program:

Certified on 11/18/2024 [ 10 ] WSR 24-22-101
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(1) Completion of a course(s) that includes assessment and diag-
nosis in addition to one of the following courses:
Counseling couples and families;
Counseling groups; Or
Counseling individuals; or
Completion of at least five of the following courses:
Assessment and diagnosis;
Career development counseling;
Chronic mental illness;
Counseling couples and families;
Counseling groups;
Counseling individuals;
Developmental disabilities;
Developmental psychology (including child, adolescent, adult,
e span);
Domestic violence;
Ethics and law;
Group dynamics;
Learning disabilities;
Mental health consultation;
Multicultural considerations in counseling;
Organizational psychology;
Physiological psychology;
Psychopathology or abnormal psychology;
Research and evaluation;
Sexuality and lifestyle choices;
Social and cultural foundations;
Substance use disorders; or
Treating special populations.
An applicant is deemed to have met coursework requirements
under RCW 18.19.090(4) if they:
(a) Qualified as a mental health professional under RCW
18.19.090(6) by the effective date of this rule; and
(b) Apply for licensure by July 1, 2027.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 11-22-087, filed 11/1/11, effective
12/2/11)

WAC 246-810-016 Agencies, facilities, federally recognized Indi-
an tribes located within the state, or counties that can employ agency
affiliated counselors. Agencies or facilities that may employ an
agency affiliated counselor are:

(1) Washlngton state departments and agencies ((Iisted—an—the
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(2) Federally recognized Indian tribes located within the
state ((+)) 2

(3) Counties as listed in chapter 36.04 RCW((=))2

(4) Community and technical colleges governed by the Washington
state board for community and technical colleges((+)):

(5) Colleges and universities governed by the Washington state

( (AHgher—edueation—ceoordinatingboards)) student achievement council;

(6) Hospitals licensed under chapter 70.41 RCW( (<))
(7) Home health care agencies, home care agencies, and hospice
care agencies licensed under chapter 70.127 RCW( (<))
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(8) Agencies and facilities licensed or certified under chapters
71.05 or 71.24 RCW((=));

(9) Psychiatric hospitals, residential treatment facilities, hos-
pitals, and alcohol and ( (ehemical—dependeney)) substance use disorder
treatment entities licensed under chapter 71.12 RCW((=)) s

(10) After January 1, 2028, federally gualified health centers
located in Washington state; and

(11) Other agencies or facilities recognized by the secretary as
provided in WAC 246-810-017.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-017 Process to become a recognized agency or facili-
ty. (1) To become a recognized agency or facility, an agency or fa-
cility must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the secretary that it
is operated, licensed, or certified by the state of Washington to pro-
vide specific counseling services.

(2) When reviewing requests for recognition, the secretary may:

(a) Require an agency or facility to complete forms and documen-
tation as provided by the secretary; and

(b) Consult with other state agencies and entities.

(3) In determining whether or not to recognize the agency or fa-
cility, the secretary may consider multiple criteria, including, but
not limited to:

(a) Counseling quality assurance standards and requirements that
are applicable to the agency or facility;

(b) Protections for ensuring patient safety in the delivery of
supervised counseling services by counselors employed by the agency or
facility; and

(c) Mechanisms for receiving and reporting complaints regarding
counselors, investigating counselor conduct and practices, and taking
corrective and disciplinary actions against counselors.

(4) The department will maintain a list of recognized agencies
and facilities that may employ agency affiliated counselors to perform
a specific counseling service or services under this section.

(5) Recognized agencies or facilities that cease to be operated,
licensed, or certified by the state of Washington will no longer be

recognized ( (apd—witl—be—removed—Fromthe tistof recognized—agen—

etes) ) .

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-018 ((An—ageney—affiliated ecounselor mustreport—an
employment—echange-)) Reporting changes in employment or internship.
(1) An agency affiliated counselor((s—smust)) shall notify the depart-
ment within ((fkirty)) 30 calendar days if they are no longer employed
by the agency identified on their application, are now employed with
another agency, or both. An agency affiliated counselor((s)) may not
practice counseling unless they are employed by, or a student intern
working in, an agency.

Certified on 11/18/2024 [ 12 ] WSR 24-22-101



Washington State Register WSR 24-22-101

(2) A student intern practicing as a registered agency affiliated
counselor shall notify the department within 30 days of the completion
of their internship or practicum.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-12-074, filed 6/1/20, effective
7/2/20)

WAC 246-810-019 Co-occurring disorder enhancement specialist el-
igibility. An agency affiliated counselor ( (s—3ieensed—under—echapter
1839 REW—arad—this—ehapter)) who meets the conditions of RCW
18.205.105 (1) (e) ((exre)) is eligible to apply for a co-occurring dis-
order specialist enhancement to their existing credential according to
the conditions of RCW 18.205.160 and chapter 246-804 WAC.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-0201 Practice scope and limits for certified counse-
lors. The scope of practice ((ef)) for a certified counselor((s)) is
found in RCW 18.19.200 and consists exclusively of the following:

(1) Appropriate screening of the client's level of functional im-
pairment using the global assessment of functioning as described in
the fourth edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders. Recognition of a mental or physical disorder or a global
assessment of functioning score of ((sixty)) 60 or less requires that
the certified counselor refer the client for diagnosis and treatment
to a licensed health care practitioner unless otherwise permitted in
this section.

(2) If the client has a global assessment of functioning score
greater than ((sixty)) 60, a certified counselor may counsel and guide
the client in adjusting to life situations, developing new skills, and
making desired changes, in accordance with the theories and techniques
of a specific counseling method and established practice standards.

(3) If the client has a global assessment of functioning score of
((sdxty)) 60 or less, a certified counselor may counsel and guide the
client in adjusting to life situations, developing new skills, and
making desired changes, in accordance with the theories and techniques
of a specific counseling method and established practice standards if:

(a) The client has been referred to the certified counselor by a
licensed health care practitioner and care is provided as part of a
plan of treatment developed by the referring practitioner who is ac-
tively treating the client. The certified counselor must adhere to any
conditions related to the certified counselor's role as specified in
the plan of care; or

(b) The certified counselor referred the client to a licensed
health care practitioner for diagnosis and treatment ((frem—a—tiecensed
heatth—eare—practitioner)) and the client refused, in writing, to seek
diagnosis and treatment from the other provider. The certified counse-
lor may provide services to the client consistent with a treatment
plan developed by the certified counselor and ((¥ke)) their consultant
or supervisor ((with—whem—the—ecertified—ecounselor has—awritten—con—
suttatieon—or supervisory agreement)) .
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(4) A certified counselor must not be the sole treatment provider
for a client with a global assessment of functioning score of less

than ((£f&y)) 50.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-021 Practice scope and limits for certified advis-
ers. The scope of practice ((ef)) for a certified adviser((s)) is
outlined in RCW 18.19.200 and consists exclusively of the following:

(1) Appropriate screening of the client's level of functional im-
pairment using the global assessment of functioning as described in
the fourth edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders. Recognition of a mental or physical disorder or a global
assessment of functioning score of ((sixty)) 60 or less requires that
the certified adviser refer the client to a licensed health care prac-
titioner.

(2) If the client has a global assessment of functioning score
greater than ((sixty)) 60, a certified adviser may counsel and guide
the client in adjusting to life situations, developing new skills, and
making desired changes, in accordance with the theories and techniques
of a specific counseling method and established practice standards.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)
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this—seetion——apptiecants)) An applicant for a certified counselor

((mast)) credential shall:

(a) Have a bachelor's degree in a counseling-related field, as
defined in WAC 246-810-024;

(b) Pass an examination in risk assessment, ethics, and appropri-
ate screening using the global assessment of functioning scale, client
referral, and Washington state law; and

(c) Have a written supervisory agreement which meets the require-
ments in WAC 246-810-025 with a credential holder who meets the quali-
fications to be a supervisor in WAC 246-810-026.
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(2) An individual who obtained a certified counselor credential
prior to July 1, 2010, may practice under a consultation agreement as
described in WAC 246-810-025.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-023 OQualifications to become a certified adviser.

( (Apptiearnts)) An applicant for a certified adviser ((mast)) creden-—
tial shall:

(1) Have an associate degree which included a supervised intern-
ship in a counseling-related field as defined in WAC 246-810-024;

(2) Pass an examination in risk assessment, ethics, and appropri-
ate screening using the global assessment of functioning scale, client
referral, and Washington state law; and

(3) Have a written supervisory agreement which meets the require-
ments in WAC 246-810-025 with a credential holder who meets the quali-
fications to be a supervisor in WAC 246-810-026.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-024 Counseling-related degrees that meet the re-
quirements for certified counselor and certified adviser. (1) An ap-
plicant for a certified counseling credential shall have a counseling-
related bachelor's degree ( (must—be—froma—recognized)) in a field
specified in subsection (3) of this section from an approved educa-
tional program or institution. The degree must have required the
equivalent of at least four years of full-time study ((apd—at—Feast
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) An applicant for a certified adviser credential shall have a
counseling-related associate degree (rast—e—Ffroma—reecognized)) 1in a
field specified in subsection (3) of this section from an approved ed-
ucational program or institution. The degree must have the equivalent
of at least two years of full-time study and include a supervised in-
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tH—eof—+this—seetion-)) Filelds recognized as related to counseling in-—
clude, but are not limited to:

(a) Behavioral science;

(b) Counseling;

(c) Psychiatry and psychiatric nursing;
(d) Psychology;
(
(
(
(

e) Social work;

f) Special education;

g) Substance use disorders; and

h) Other counseling-related fields as determined by the depart-
ment under WAC 246-810-0241, based on coursework completed.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-810-0241 Counseling-related coursework that meets the
requirements for certified counselor and certified adviser. When a
certified counselor applicant or certified adviser applicant's coun-
seling-related degree is not listed in WAC 246-810-024, the department
uses the following coursework standards to determine whether the de-
gree contained enough counseling coursework to qualify the applicant
for certification.

(1) For certified counselors, an applicant's degree must be con-
sidered as counseling-related if the degree contains at least 45 quar-
ter, or 30 semester, college credits in counseling-related subjects
listed in subsection (3) of this section.
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(2) For certified advisers, an applicant's degree must be consid-
ered as counseling-related if the degree contains at least 23 quarter,
or 15 semester, college credits in counseling-related subjects listed
in subsection (3) of this section.

Counseling-related subjects include:

Addictive behavior counseling;

Anger management counseling;

Applied behavioral science;

Behavior management or behavior modification;

Biofeedback;

Career counseling;

Child development;

Clinical social work;

Community mental health;

Counseling children and adolescents;

Counseling ethics;

Crisis counseling and abuse;

Developmental disability counseling;

Developmental psychology;

Elder counseling;

Grief counseling;

Human growth and development;

Human services counseling;

Marriage and family counseling;

Mental health counseling;

Ministerial or pastoral counseling;

Multicultural considerations in counseling;

Organizational psychology;

Personality theory;

Physiological psychology;

Psychiatry and psychiatric nursing;
Psychological measurement and research;
Psychology;

Psychopathology and abnormal psychology;
Sexuality and counseling;

Social work;

Special education;

Stress disorder counseling;

Substance use disorder counseling; and
Transpersonal psychology.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-025 Supervision and consultation requirements for
certified counselors and supervision requirements for certified advis-
ers. ( (H)—Supervisiens)) Certified counselors ( (whe—de—rmet—meet—the
reguirements—aWAC 24681002211 ))) and certified advisers ( (musE))
shall meet the following supervision or consultation requirements:

((#=r)) (1) Written agreement. A certified counselor or certified
adviser shall have a written agreement ((betweern)) with a qualified
supervisor ((and—the—ecertified—ecounseteor or certifiecd adviserds—re—
guired—andmust—Pbe—reviewed—and—rernewed)) or, for a certified counse-
lor eligible under WAC 246-810-0221(2), a gualified consultant. Both
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and renew the agreement at least every

update,

parties shall review,

The agreement must address

two years.

.
4

(a) The agreement duration

.
4

))

Client con-

(b) Expectations of both parties

(c)

))

.
4

fidentiality

.
4

Potential conflict of interest

(d)

(e) Financial arrangements
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Frequency and modalities of supervision or consultation under

(f)
subsection

and

.
L

of this section

(2)

of this section.

Frequency and modalities of supervision or consultation.

(3)
Supervision frequency and modalities

Recordkeeping under subsection

(9)
(2)
(a)
(i)

a minimum of two

hours of supervision is required in any calendar month in which the

certified counselor or certified adviser has had 40 or more client

During the first five vyears of practice,
contact hours.
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(1i) After five vears of practice, a minimum of one hour of su-
pervision is required in any calendar month in which the certified
counselor or certified adviser has 40 or more client contact hours.

(1ii) A minimum of two hours of supervision is required in any
calendar gquarter, reqgardless of the vears in practice or number of
client contact hours.

(iv) Up to half of the required supervision time may be supervi-
sion of practice in a group setting;

(b) Consultation fregquency and modalities for certified counse-
lors eligible under WAC 246-810-0221(2). When a certified counselor
has 40 or more direct client contact hours per calendar guarter they
must complete at least one hour of consultation. The certified counse-
lor is responsible for determining the appropriate frequency of addi-
tional consultation.

(3) Recordkeeping. A certified counselor or certified adviser and
supervisor or consultant shall maintain a written record of meeting
hours and topics. This written record must be maintained by both the
supervisor or consultant and the certified counselor or certified ad-
viser.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-12-074, filed 6/1/20, effective
7/2/20)

WAC 246-810-026 OQualifications to be a certified counselor su-
pervisor, certified adviser supervisor, or a certified counselor con-
sultant. (1) The following qualifications are required to be a certi-
fied counselor supervisor, certified adviser supervisor, or a certi-
fied counselor consultant.

((#r)) (a) The supervisor or consultant ((must)) for a certified
counselor shall have held a Washington state credential in counseling-
related fields for a minimum of five years.

(b) All credentials held by the supervisor or consultant must be
in good standing( (<)) and at least one credential must be active.

(2) For purposes of this section, counseling-related fields
( (meaps—a—eredentiat)) include the following credentials issued under
chapter 18.130 RCW ((fer)):

( (Certified—eounsetor)) Advanced practice registered nurse;

( (Hyprotherapist)) Advanced social worker;
Mentat—heatth)) Certified counselor;

(

(
((
( (Marriage—and—famity—therapist)) Hypnotherapist;
Independent clinical social ((wexrk)) worker;
((
((
((

Advrapeed—seoeiat—work) ) Marriage and family therapist;
Psyehotogist)) Medical physician or physician assistant;
Substance—use—disorder professienat)) Mental health counse-

(1) ((Sex—offender—treatment—provider)) Naturopathic physician;
(7) ((Sex—offendertreatmentprovideraffiliates

QO OQOW

'_l
O
(o]

teo—Hn — 20 0—registered—ceounseteor)) Osteopathic physi-

cian;
(k) Psychologist or psychological associate;
(1) Sex offender treatment provider or affiliate; and
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(m) Substance use disorder professional.

Additional credentials may be accepted by the secretary as coun-
seling-related.

(3) The supervisor or consultant may not be a blood or legal rel-
ative or cohabitant of the credential holder, or someone who has acted
as the credential holder's counselor within the past two years. A su-
pervisor or consultant may not have a reciprocal supervisory or con-
sultant arrangement with another credential holder.

(4) Prior to the commencement of any supervision or consultation,
the supervisor or consultant ((mus€t)) shall provide the certified
counselor or certified adviser with a declaration on a form provided
by the department.

(5) ((FRe)) A supervisor ((must)) shall have completed education
and training in:

(a) Supervision or management of individuals who provide counsel-
ing or mental health services;

(b) Risk assessment;

(c) Screening using the global assessment of functioning scale;

(d) Professional ethics; and

(e) Washington state law.

(6) ((FRe)) A consultant must have completed education and train-
ing in:

(a) Risk assessment;

(b) Screening using the global assessment of functioning scale;

(c) Professional ethics; and

(d) Washington state law.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-23-033, filed 11/3/23, effective
1/1/24)

WAC 246-810-027 Continuing education requirements for a certi-
fied counselor or certified adviser. (1) A certified counselor or a
certified adviser ((mwst)) shall complete 36 credit hours of continu-
ing education courses every two years.

(2) At least six hours of the 36 credit hours must be in law and
professional ethics related to counseling.

(3) At least once every six years a certified counselor or a cer-
tified adviser must complete three hours of training in suicide as-
sessment, including screening and referral, as specified in WAC
246-810-02098.

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the ((fi¥rsEt))
initial suicide assessment training must be completed during the first
full continuing education reporting period after initial ((Fteensugre))
certification.

(b) An individual applying for initial certification as a certi-
fied counselor or a certified adviser may delay completion of the
first required training for six years after initial certification if
they can demonstrate successful completion of a three-hour training in
suicide assessment, screening, and referral that:

(1) Was completed no more than six years prior to the application
for initial certification; and

(ii) Meets the requirements listed in WAC 246-810-0298.

(c) The hours spent completing training in suicide assessment
count towards the total 36 hours of continuing education.

Certified on 11/18/2024 [ 20 ] WSR 24-22-101



Washington State Register WSR 24-22-101
(4) ((BegimnimgJanuvary—++—26245+)) At least once every four

years, a certified counselor or certified adviser must complete two
hours of health equity training as specified in WAC 246-810-0299.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-05-020, filed 2/11/19, effective
3/14/19)

WAC 246-810-029 Acceptable continuing education courses for cer-
tified counselor and certified adviser. (1) ((A)) Continuing educa-
tion ((pregram—er)) courses must ((be—redevant))_:

(a) Be directly related to counseling; and ( (mgsE))

(b) Contribute to the advancement, extension, and enhancement of
the professional competence of the credential holder.

(2) Relevant courses include those that are related to counseling
theory and practice, modality(ies) of the counseling services the cre-
dential holder will provide, professional ethics, courses related to
risk assessment, screening using the global assessment of functioning
scale, referral of clients, and Washington state law applicable to
counseling.

((#2¥)) (3) Acceptable continuing education courses (including
distance learning), seminars, workshops, training programs, and insti-
tutes ((mus€t)) are those which have a featured instructor, speaker(s),
or panel approved by an ( (industry—recognrized)) accredited institution
of higher learning((+)) or ((&)) an industry-recognized local, state,
national, or international organization.

((3r)) (4) Distance learning programs approved by an industry-
recognized local, state, national, or international organization or

accredited educational ( (ergarization—may meet—these—reguirements—TFhe

programs) ) institution must require a test of comprehension upon com-
pletion. ((Pistance—tearning programs—are—timited—+toEtwenty hours—per

+4))) (5) Other learning experiences, such as serving on a panel,
board or council, community service, research, peer consultation, or
publishing articles for professional publications are acceptable if
the experience contributes to the advancement, extension, and enhance-
ment of the professional competence of the ((eertified—ecounseleor—or
certified—adviser)) credential holder. The "learning experience!" cate-
gory is limited to six hours per reporting period.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-09-102, filed 4/22/14, effective
4/22/14)

WAC 246-810-0293 ((Recognized)) Accredited institutions of high-
er learning and local, state, national, and international organiza-
tions approved for continuing education. Activities that meet the re-
quirements of WAC 246-810-029 and are ((effered—Pby—thefollowingenti—
ties—7ar Heagibte—forceontinvingeducation—eredit)) eligible for con-
tinuing education must be provided by institutions of higher learning
or industryv-recognized local, state, national, or international organ-
izations. These organizations include, but are not limited to:
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(1) ( (WeshingtonAsseciatieon—for MarriageandFamity TFherapy))

American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy;

(2) ( (Weshington—StateSeciety for Clinieat—Seocial—Werk)) Ameri-

can Counseling Association;

(3) ( (WeshingtonChapterof the National AsSseociation—eof Seeciadt
Werk)) American Mental Health Counselors Association;

(4) American ( (Meptat Health Counselors—Asseeciation)) Psychologi-
cal Association;

(5) ( (AmeriearnAsseociatieon—for Marriage andFamity Therapy)) AsS-—
sociation for Humanistic Psychology;

(6) ((eFHinpteat—Seeciat WorkAsseceiation)) Association for Integra-
tive Psychology;

(7)) ((Nettomat—Asseoceiation—of Secial Workers)) Association of So-
cial Work Boards;

(8) ( (WeshingtenMental Health Counseleors—Asseeiation)) Clinical
Social Work Association;

(9) ((Nettorat Beoard—feor Certified Counsetlors)) Institutions of
higher learning that are accredited by a national or regional accred-
iting body recognized by the Commission on Recognition of Postsecon-
dary Accreditation;

(10) ( (Asseoeciation—feor Humanistie Psyeholtegy)) National Associa-

tion of Social Workers;

(11) ( (Fhe—Asseciatieon—forIntegrative Psyehology)) National As-

sociation of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Counselors;

(12) ((Seetety—Ffor—Seciatl WorkTeadership—FnHealth Care)) Na-—

tional Board for Certified Counselors;

(13) ((%ﬁs#i%ﬁ%ieﬁs—eéfh%ghef—%eafﬁiﬂg—#ha%—afe—aeefediﬁedfby—a

Reecognition—of PostscecondaryAcereditation)) Society for Social Work

Leadership in Health Care;

(14) ( (WeshingtenPrefessieonat—Counseleors—Asseeiation)) State As-

sociation and National Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abus-
ers;

(15) ( (State—Asseciation—and National Asseocetation—for—the Freat—
ment—of SexvalAbusers)) Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration;

(16) (( 2 G a
}e¥rs)) Washington Association for Marriage and Family Therapy; (

K&

—~ O

and) )
(17) Washington Chapter of the National Association of Social

Work;
(18) Washington Mental Health Counselors Association;
(19) Washington Professional Counselors Alliance;
(20) Washington State Society for Clinical Social Work; and
(21) Other organizations recognized by the secretary ((apd—Fameto—

ded—oen—atistmaintained by Ethedepartment)) .

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-0295 Continuing education credit for preparing and
presenting a lecture or course. (1) A certified counselor or certi-
fied adviser who prepares and presents lectures or education that con-
tributes to the professional competence of other counselors or mental
health providers may accumulate the same number of continuing educa-
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tion hours obtained ((fer—eeontimuvingeduecationpurposes)) by attend-

ees.

(2) The hours for presenting a lecture or education on a specific
topic may only be used for continuing education credit once during
each reporting period.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-0297 Continuing education documentation for certi-
fied counselor or certified adviser. (1) Acceptable continuing educa-
tion documentation for a certified counselor or certified adviser in-
cludes transcripts, signed letters from course instructors, certifi-
cate of completion, or other formal certification, as required in
chapter 246-12 WAC( (+—PRaxrt—+)) .

(2) The credential holder ((mwst)) shall provide documentation
( (whieh—demonstrates—Fulfilttment)) of completing continuing education
requirements if requested by the secretary.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-23-033, filed 11/3/23, effective
1/1/24)

WAC 246-810-0298 Suicide assessment training standards. (1) Ap-
proved qualifying training in suicide assessment, including screening
and referral, must be on the department's model list developed in ac-
cordance with RCW 43.70.442.

(2) A certified counselor or certified adviser who is an employee
of a state or local government employer is exempt from the require-
ments of this section if they receive a total of at least three hours
of training in suicide assessment including screening and referral
from their employer every six years.

(3) A certified counselor or certified adviser who is an employee
of a licensed or certified behavioral health agency under chapter
71.05 or 71.24 RCW is exempt from the requirements of this section if
they receive a total of at least three hours of training in suicide
assessment, including screening and referral from their employer every
six years.

(4) For purposes of this section, the training may be provided in
one three-hour block or shorter training sessions.

(5) A certified counselor or certified adviser that obtained
training under the exemptions listed in subsections (2) and (3) of
this section may obtain continuing education credit subject to docu-
mentation as defined in WAC 246-810-0297.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-23-033, filed 11/3/23, effective
1/1/24)

WAC 246-810-0299 Health equity training standards. (1) ((Begin—
riag—Jdangary—+—20245)) A certified counselor or certified adviser

must complete training in health equity as a part of their continuing
education requirements. The certified counselor or certified adviser
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must complete at least two hours of health equity trainings every four
years. The training may be in person or virtual but must meet the
course requirements in WAC 246-12-830, including strategies to reduce
implicit bias and assess the providers ability to apply health equity
concepts into practice.

(2) The hours spent completing training in health equity educa-
tion count towards the total of 36 hours of continuing education.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-031 Disclosure statement to be provided to clients
by certified counselors and certified advisers. (1) Certified counse-
lors and certified advisers must provide a disclosure statement to
each client prior to starting a program of treatment.

(2) The following must appear in the certified counselor's or
certified adviser's disclosure statement:

(a) ((Phe—rmome—-of+the ecertified ecovnsetor or certifiedadviser))
Their name and the name of their firm, agency, or business, if

any ((=)) &

(b) ((Fhe——eertifiedecovnsetorls—eor ecertifiedadviserts)) Their
business address and telephone number ((=));

(c) ((Fhe——ecertifiedecovnsetorls—-or ecertifiedadviserts)) Their
Washington state credential number ((=))

(d) ((Fhe——eertifiedeovnsetorls—-or ecertifiedadviserts)) Their
education, training, and experience((=)).

(e) The name and description of the types of counseling provided
( (by—the——eertified—ecounsetoreor—ecertified—adviser)), including the

therapeutic orientation, methods, and techniques employed in their
practice, and a list of resources relevant to the therapeutic orienta-
tion((+)) .

(f) The type and duration of counseling expected, if known at the
time of providing the disclosure information((=))_.

(g) Fee information, including:

(1) The cost for each counseling session;

(ii) Billing practices, including any advance payments and re-
funds;

(iii) A statement that clients are not liable for any fees or
charges for services rendered prior to receipt of the disclosure
statement ( (<)) ;.

(h) The limits of confidentiality under RCW 18.19.180((=)) s

(1) Disclosure of ( (Ehe—eertifiedecounsetlorls—orcertifiedadvwis
e¥r's)) their supervisory or consultation agreement as defined in WAC
246-810-025((=)) 2

(7J) Disclosure that ((the—eertified—ecounseloreor—ecertifiedadvis—
e¥r—is)) they are not credentialed to diagnose mental disorders or to
conduct psychotherapy as defined in WAC 246-810-010 ( (++4—=) )

(k) ((AH—eof—the—Ffeollowineg:

+4))) That counselors practicing counseling for a fee must be
credentialed with the department ((ef—headtth)) for the protection of
the public health and safety((+)):

((+=Fr)) (1) That credentialing of an individual with the depart-
ment ((ef—heatth)) does not include a recognition of any practice

standards, nor necessarily imply the effectiveness of any treat-
ment ( (<)) 2
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((#++>)) _(m) The purpose of ((Ehe—FCounsetor CredentialingAety))
chapter 18.19 RCW((+)) 1is to:

((#A)r)) (i) Provide protection for public health and safety; and
((#B)y)) (ii) Empower the citizens of the state of Washington by
providing a complaint process against those counselors who would com-

mit acts of unprofessional conduct ((=)).;
(())) (n) That clients have the right to choose counselors who
best suit their needs and purposes (<))

((r)) (o) A copy of the acts of unprofessional conduct in RCW
18.130.180 and the name, address, and contact telephone number within
the department ((ef—heatth)) for complaints((+)); and

((#m))) (p) Signature and date blocks for the client, and the
certified counselor or certified adviser, including an attestation
that the client agrees that the required disclosure statement has been
provided and that the client has read and understands the information.

(3) Any changes to the disclosure statement form or information
requires all current clients to sign the updated form.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 97-17-113, filed 8/20/97, effective
9/20/97)

WAC 246-810-032 Failure to provide client disclosure informa-
tion. Failure to provide to the client any of the disclosure informa-
tion as set forth in WAC ( (246—836—-0630—and)) 246-810-031, and as re-
quired by the law shall constitute an act of unprofessional conduct as
defined in RCW 18.130.180(7).

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-035 Record requirements. (1) A counselor providing
professional services to a client or providing services billed to a
third-party ((payer)) payee, must document services, except as provi-
ded in subsection (2) of this section. The documentation must include:

(a) Client name;

(b) The fee arrangement and record of payments;

(c) Dates counseling was received;

(d) Disclosure form, if required by WAC 246-810-031, signed by
the counselor and client;

(e) The presenting problem(s), or purpose of counseling;

(f) Notation and results of formal consults, including informa-
tion obtained from other persons or agencies through a release of in-
formation; and

(g) Progress notes sufficient to support responsible clinical
practice for the type of theoretical orientation((#)) or therapy the
counselor uses.

(2) If a client requests that no treatment records be kept, and
the counselor agrees to the request, the request must be in writing
and only the following must be retained:

(a) Client name;

(b) Fee arrangement and record of payments;

(c) Dates counseling was received;
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(d) Disclosure form, if required by WAC 246-810-031, signed by
the counselor and client; and
(
(

e) Written request that no records be kept.
3) The counselor may not agree to the request if maintaining re-
cords 1s required by other state or federal law.

(4) All records must be kept ((for—a—periecd—offive years—Feollow
+ 1ot <79 oo + e+~ 10 o £z P NN R NN | A ~ 11 roao~rAo v
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e
be)) secured, with properly limited access.

(5) A1l records must be kept for a period of six years following
the last visit. For minor clients, records must be retained for six
vears after the date they turned 21 years old.

(6) Special provisions must be made for the retention or trans-
feral of active or inactive records and for continuity of services in
the event of a counselor's death, incapacitation, or cessation of
practice. Such special provisions may be made by having another coun-
selor review records with a client and recommend a course of action;
or other appropriate means as determined by the counselor.

((#5r)) (1) After the ((fi+we)) six-year retention period, the
counselor may dispose of the record. Disposal must be done in a secure
and confidential manner that includes:

(a) Shredding;

(b) Deleting, erasing, or reformatting electronic media; ((and))

or

(c) ((other—readabte)) Rendering unusable or unreadable any other
forms of media (
bte)) .

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-045 Requirements for client fees paid in advance.

(1) ((Fhe—proceticeof—recolleeting fees in advanceand—refundpeliecies
mitat+ EIRAWE T | T+ A o~ =R at N+ A~ + + ~1 1 nt+ A otz
T oS T ) [ N A B P AW A8 LT CITT A\ R ErWD I P S N L U i o C T T TIT ITC |y CTT |\ S TTC P [ S N (_A.J.l_y
Fron Ao ENEY = 17 o A
LT UT TS (& g = L\ U . = C e
+2))) Counselors who collect fees in advance of the service pro-

vided must separate such funds from operating((#)) or expense funds.

AN [PPEON + i I S Y =S SN ~P P, [Py Y P S I gy £+
( (J. | € N . W g ey b/J.Ur/ J.J._Y AT O OUTITC [ S N o T LT UT TS J.Ll(_/L_Y Py (=8 vV OO TTUCITOUTIT A CITT
SeeuvritiesAet;—REW21-26-065-)) The counselor may not spend the funds
until the service is provided. Any funds left in the account((+)) for
services not provided must be returned to the client within ( (¥hixrty))

30 days of the request.
((3F)) (2) Room rental fees or similar expenses, for example, as
relating to group therapy, are not considered fees paid in advance.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-810-090 Application process for hypnotherapists. An ap-
plicant for a hypnotherapist credential shall submit to the depart-
ment:

(1) An application on forms provided by the department under RCW
18.19.090;

(2) Applicable fee(s) required under WAC 246-810-990; and
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(3) Any additional supporting documentation requested by the de-
partment.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-07-057, filed 3/9/23, effective
6/1/23)

WAC 246-810-990 Counselors fees and renewal cycle. (1) ( (Bader
chapter 24612 WAC;—a——counsetor muast—renew—their)) Credentials in this
chapter must be renewed every year on the practitioner's birthday as
provided by chapter 246-12 WAC.

(2) Examination and reexamination fees are the responsibility of

the applicant ((ard—are—paid—direcetdyto—+thetesting—ecompany)) .
(3) The following nonrefundable fees will be charged:

Title Fee
Registered hypnotherapist:
Application and registration $155.00
Renewal $80.00
Late renewal penalty $75.00
Expired registration reissuance $75.00
Duplicate registration $10.00
Verification of registration $25.00
Certified counselor:
Application and certification $680.00
Examination or reexamination $85.00
Renewal $800.00
Late renewal penalty $300.00
Expired credential reissuance $100.00
Duplicate credential $10.00
Verification of credential $25.00
Certified adviser:
Application and certification $620.00
Examination or reexamination $85.00
Renewal $745.00
Late renewal penalty $300.00
Expired credential reissuance $100.00
Duplicate credential $10.00
Verification of credential $25.00
((Registered)) Agency affiliated counselor:
Application and ((registration)) $175.00
credentialing
Renewal $185.00
Late renewal penalty $95.00
Expired ((registration)) credential $50.00
reissuance
Duplicate ((registration)) credential $10.00
Verification of ((registration)) credential $25.00
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REPEALER

The following sections of the Washington Administrative Code are
repealed:

WAC 246-810-040 Requirements to report suspected abuse
or neglect of a child or wvulnerable
adult.

WAC 246-810-049 Sexual misconduct regulations.

WAC 246-810-060 Mandatory reporting.

WAC 246-810-061 Health care institutions.

WAC 246-810-062 Counselor associations or societies.

WAC 246-810-063 Health care service contractors and
disability insurance carriers.

WAC 246-810-064 Professional liability carriers.

WAC 246-810-065 Courts.

WAC 246-810-066 State and federal agencies.

WAC 246-810-089 Transitional dates for a registered

counselor credential.
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