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WSR 24-24-082
PROPOSED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed December 2, 2024, 1:19 p.m.]

Original Notice.

Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 23-15-082.

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Hospital licens-
ing regulations (construction standards only); aligning with national-
ly recognized industry standards. The department of health
(department) is proposing amendments to WAC 246-320-500, 246-320-505,
and 246-320-600 to align hospital licensing construction standards
with the 2022 editions of the Guidelines for Design and Construction
of Hospitals and the Guidelines for Design and Construction of Outpa-
tient Facilities (2022 Guidelines), developed and published by the Fa-
cilities Guidelines Institute (FGI). Additionally, the department is
proposing to increase the construction cost threshold for projects
that require a presubmission conference with the department from
$250,000 to $500,000. For clarity and readability, the department is
proposing to reformat WAC 246-320-600 by adopting the 2022 Guidelines
by reference and publishing a separate document outlining Washington's
amendments to the 2022 Guidelines.

Hearing Location(s): On January 22, 2025, at 10:00 a.m., via
Zoom. Register in advance for this webinar https://us02web.zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN ZAeGV640S1GxM2zZ1z41tQ. After registering, you
will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the webinar.

Date of Intended Adoption: January 29, 2025.

Submit Written Comments to: Susan Upton, P.O. Box 47852, Olympia,
WA 98504-7852, email https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/policyreview, begin-
ning date and time of this filing, by January 22, 2025, 11:59 p.m.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Susan Upton,
phone 360-236-2948, TTY 711, email susan.upton@doh.wa.gov, by January
8, 2025.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including
Any Changes in Existing Rules: The purpose of the proposal is to align
the hospital licensing construction regulations of chapter 246-320 WAC
with current national construction standards. The proposed amendment
to WAC 246-320-500 adopts the 2022 Guidelines developed and published
by the FGI. Adopting the 2022 Guidelines aligns Washington state's
hospital construction standards with nationally recognized industry
standards.

The proposed amendment to WAC 246-320-505 increases the cost
threshold for projects that require a presubmission conference with
the department which should result in fewer delays in getting depart-
ment approval and completion of the construction project.

For clarity and readability purposes, the department is proposing
in WAC 246-320-600 to adopt the 2022 Guidelines by reference and cre-
ate a separate publication outlining Washington state's amendments to
the 2022 Guidelines, providing that the department will only make up-
dates to the department's publication through the rule-making process.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: The proposed amendments would adopt
the most current nationally recognized industry standards for hospi-
tals which will provide for the public's safety and well-being. In or-
der for the department to utilize the 2022 Guidelines, the 2022 edi-
tion of the FGI's guidelines must be incorporated into the construc-
tion standards sections of the hospital licensing rules. Adopting cur-
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rent standards ensures facilities take advantage of newer construction
methods. Washington state's amendments to the 2022 Guidelines enhance
patient safety and better meet Washington state's needs while provid-
ing the opportunity to be consistent with nationally recognized indus-
try standards that are vital to the health and safety of hospital pa-
tients and staff. Finally, by increasing the construction cost thresh-
old for projects that require a presubmission conference for depart-
ment approval will reduce delays in completion of hospital construc-
tion projects.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 70.41.030.

Statute Being Implemented: RCW 70.41.030.

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court
decision.

Name of Proponent: Department of health, governmental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting, Implementa-
tion, and Enforcement: Susan Upton, 111 Israel Road S.E., Tumwater, WA
98501, 360-236-2948.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is required under RCW 34.05.328. A pre-
liminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting Susan Up-
ton, P.O. Box 47852, Olympia, WA 98504-7852, phone 360-236-2948, TTY
711, email susan.upton@doh.wa.gov.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal:

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(4).

Explanation of exemptions: The businesses affected by the pro-
posed amendments do not meet the definition of small business as de-
fined in RCW 19.85.020.

Scope of exemption for rule proposal:

Is fully exempt.

December 2, 2024

Todd Mountin, PMP

Deputy Chief of Policy

for Umair A. Shah, MD, MPH
Secretary of Health

OTS-5794 .4

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 15-14-001, filed 6/17/15, effective
7/18/15)

WAC 246-320-500 Applicability of WAC 246-320-500 through
246-320-600. The purpose of construction regulations is to provide
for a safe and effective patient care environment. These rules are not
retroactive and are intended to be applied as outlined below.

(1) These regulations apply to hospitals including:

(a) New buildings to be licensed as a hospital;

(b) Conversion of an existing building or portion of an existing
building for use as a hospital;

(c) Additions to an existing hospital;

(d) Alterations to an existing hospital; and
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(e) Buildings or portions of buildings licensed as a hospital and
used for hospital services;

(f) Excluding nonpatient care buildings used exclusively for ad-
ministration functions.

(2) The requirements of chapter 246-320 WAC in effect at the time
the application and fee are submitted to the department, and project
number is assigned by the department, apply for the duration of the
construction project.

(3) Standards for design and construction.

Facilities constructed and intended for use under this chapter
shall comply with:

(a) The ((fotrtowing—echapters—ef—+the2034)) 2022 edition of the
Guidelines for Design and Construction of Hospitals and the 2022 edi-
tion of the Guidelines for Design and Construction of Outpatient Fa-
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(b) The National Fire Protection Association, Life Safety Code,
NEFPA 101, as adopted by the centers for medicaid and medicare serv-
ices.
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(c) The State Building Code as adopted by the state building code
council under the authority of chapter 19.27 RCW.

(d) Accepted procedure and practice in cross-contamination con-
trol, Pacific Northwest Edition, 6th Edition, December 1995, American
Waterworks Association.

(e) The National Fire Protection Association, Health Care Facili-
ties Code, NFPA 99, as adopted by the centers for medicaid and medi-
care services.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 15-14-001, filed 6/17/15, effective
7/18/15)

WAC 246-320-505 Design, construction review, and approval of
plans. (1) Drawings and specifications for new construction, exclud-
ing minor alterations, must be prepared by or under the direction of,
an architect registered under chapter 18.08 RCW. The services of a
consulting engineer registered under chapter 18.43 RCW may be used for
the various branches of work where appropriate. The services of a reg-
istered engineer may be used in lieu of the services of an architect
if the scope of work is primarily engineering in nature.

(2) A hospital will meet the following regquirements:

(a) Preconstruction. Request and attend a presubmission confer-
ence for projects with a construction value of ((Eweo—hundred—Fifty
thovusand—dettars) ) 500,000 or more. The presubmission conference
shall be scheduled to occur for the review of construction documents
that are no less than ((f+fty)) 50 percent complete.

(b) Construction document review. Submit construction documents
for proposed new construction to the department for review within
((£er)) 10 days of submission to the local authorities. Compliance
with these standards and regulations does not relieve the hospital of
the need to comply with applicable state and local building and zoning
codes.

The construction documents must include:

(i) A written program containing, but not limited to, the follow-
ing:

(A) Information concerning services to be provided and operation-
al methods to be used;

(B) An interim life safety measures plan to ensure the health and
safety of occupants during construction and installation of finishes;

(C) An infection control risk assessment indicating appropriate
infection control measures, keeping the surrounding area free of dust
and fumes, and ensuring rooms or areas are well ventilated, unoccu-
pied, and unavailable for use until free of volatile fumes and odors.

(ii) Drawings and specifications to include coordinated architec-
tural, mechanical, and electrical work. Each room, area, and item of
fixed equipment and major movable equipment must be identified on all
drawings to demonstrate that the required facilities for each function
are provided; and

(iii) Floor plan of the existing building showing the alterations
and additions, and indicating location of any service or support
areas; and

(iv) Required paths of exit serving the alterations or additions;
and

(v) Verification that the capacities and loads of infrastructure
systems will accommodate planned load.
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(c) Resubmittals. The hospital will respond in writing when the
department requests additional or corrected construction documents;

(d) Construction. Comply with the following requirements during
the construction phase.

(1) The hospital will not begin construction until all of the
following items are complete:

(A) The department has approved construction documents or granted
authorization to begin construction; and

(B) The local jurisdictions have issued a building permit; and

(C) The hospital has notified the department in writing when con-
struction will commence.

(ii) The department will issue an "authorization to begin con-
struction" when the construction documents have been conditionally ap-
proved or when all of the following items have been reviewed and ap-
proved:

(A) A signed form acknowledging the risks if starting construc-
tion before the plan review has been completed. The acknowledgment of
risks form shall be signed by the:

I) Architect; and

II) Hospital CEO, COO, or designee; and
III) Hospital facilities director.

B) The infection control risk assessment;
C) The interim l1life safety plan;

D) A presubmission conference has occurred.

(iii) Submit to the department for review any addenda or modifi-
cations to the construction documents;

(iv) Assure construction is completed in compliance with the fi-
nal "department approved" documents. Compliance with these standards
and regulations does not relieve the hospital of the need to comply
with applicable state and local building and zoning codes. Where dif-
ferences in interpretations occur, the hospital will follow the most
stringent requirement.

(v) The hospital will allow any necessary inspections for the
verification of compliance with the construction documents, addenda,
and modifications.

(e) Project closeout. The hospital will not use any new or remod-
eled areas until:

(1) The department has approved construction documents; and

(ii) The local jurisdictions have completed all required inspec-
tions and approvals, when applicable or given approval to occupy; and

(iii) The facility notifies the department in writing when con-
struction is completed and includes a copy of the local jurisdiction's
approval for occupancy.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 15-14-001, filed 6/17/15, effective
7/18/15)

WAC 246-320-600 Washington state amendments ( (Fris—section
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nition in this subsection applies throughout this section unless the

context clearly reguires otherwise

"Washington hospital licensing construction standard guidelines"
"guidelines"
to the 2022 edition of the Guidelines for Design and Construction of

means the publication of Washington state's amendments

or

Hospitals and the Guidelines for Design and Construction of Qutpatient

Facilities.

Revisions to the guidelines will align with WAC

(2)
246-320-500(3) .

Copies of the Washington hospital licensing construction

(3)
standard guidelines may be obtained on the department's construction

//doh.wa.gov/licenses—-permits—and-cer-

tificates/facilities—-z/construction-review—-services—-crs or by contact-

ing the department.

review services website https
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