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WSR 24-24-098
PERMANENT RULES
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

(Washington Medical Commission)

[Filed December 3, 2024, 12:38 p.m., effective January 3, 2025]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.

Purpose: Military spouse temporary practice license; WAC
246-918-076 (physician assistants) and 246-919-397 (allopathic physi-
cians), How to obtain an expedited temporary license—Military spouse.

The Washington medical commission adopted amendments to WAC
246-918-076 and 246-919-397 to align with the provisions of 2SHB 1009
(chapter 165, Laws of 2023), also known as the Military Spouse Employ-
ment Act, codified under RCW 18.340.020. These amendments streamline
the license process for military spouses, ensuring consistency with
state legislation and improving overall clarity and efficiency in the
application process.

The adopted amendments clarify the requirements,
expedited nature of the license process,
changing "permit" to "license" in accordance with the bill, refine the
terminology, remove outdated requirements, update definitions, and up-
date the section title.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order:
246-918-076 and 246-919-397.

Statutory Authority for Adoption:

Other Authority: 2SHB 1009
under RCW 18.340.020.

Adopted under notice filed as

emphasize the
align the terminology by

Amending WAC

RCW 18.71.017 and 18.130.050.
(chapter 165, Laws of 2023), codified

WSR 24-18-041 on August 27, 2024.

Number of Sections Adopted in
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0;
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently
Amended 2, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at

Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
Federal Rules or Standards: New O,
Enacted State Statutes: New O,

the Request of a Nongovernmental

Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New O,

Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 2, Repealed 0.
Date Adopted: October 11, 2024.
Kyle S. Karinen

Executive Director
Washington Medical Commission

0TS-5594.1

AMENDATORY SECTION
10/7/17)

(Amending WSR 17-18-097, filed 9/6/17, effective

WAC 246-918-076 How to obtain ((a)) an expedited temporary
( (praeticepermit)) license—Military spouse. A military spouse

( (o=
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state—registereddomestice partrerof amilitarvypersen)) may receive
((=)) an expedited temporary ((practiece—permit)) license while com-
pleting any specific additional requirements that are not related to
training or practice standards for physician assistants under the fol-
lowing conditions.

+
C
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(1) ((A)) An expedited temporary ((practiece—permit)) license may
be issued to an applicant who is a military spouse ((er—state—regis
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T - A8 CATTIT o OO L./(_AJ. CIT - A (=8 J.LlJ.J.J.L_(_AJ._Y b/ 1o IIT -

(a) Is moving to Washington as a result of the military person's
transfer to the state of Washington;

(b) ((Leé#—emp%eymeﬁ%—iﬁ—aﬁe%hef—s%a%e—%e—aeeempaﬁy—%he—mi%i%afy

+e¥)) Holds an unrestricted, active license in another state or
United States territory that ((kas)) the commission currently deems to
have substantially equivalent licensing standards for a physician as-
sistant ((te—%these)) in the state of Washington; and

((#e)) (c) Is not subject to any pending investigation, charges,
or disciplinary action by the regulatory body ((ef—tke)) in any other
state or ((states)) United States territoryv in which the applicant
holds a license.

(2) ((A)) An expedited temporary ((practiece—permit)) license
grants the ((&mdividuad)) applicant the full scope of practice for the
physician assistant.

(3) ((A)) An expedited temporary practice ((permit)) license ex-
pires when any one of the following occurs:

(a) ((Fhre)) A full or limited license is ((gramrted)) issued to
the applicant;

(b) A notice of decision on the application is mailed to the ap-
plicant, unless the notice of decision on the application specifically
extends the duration of the expedited temporary ((practice—permit))
license; or

(c) One hundred eighty days after the expedited temporary ( (prae—
tiee—permit)) license is issued.

(4) To receive ((&)) an expedited temporary ( (practice—permiEt))

license, the applicant must:
+ +

(a) ((Submit—to—the commission—the neeessary applrecation—=F 55—
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+e)r)) Meet all requirements and quallflcatlons for the license

that are specific to the training, education, and practice standards
for physician assistants;
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“+e))) (b) Submit a written reguest for a temporary practice per-—
mit; and

(c) Submit a copy of the military person's orders and a copy of
one of the following:

(1) The military-issued identification card showing the military
person's information and the applicant's relationship to the military
person;

(ii) A marriage license; or

(1iii) A state registered domestic partnership ( (+—and

)) .
(5) For the purposes of this section the following definitions
shall apply:
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(a) "Military spouse" ( (means—thehuskand—wifesr)) 1s someone
married to or in a registered domestic ( (partmer—of)) partnership with
a military person((<=)) who is serving in the United States Armed
Forces, the United States Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, or
the Merchant Marine of the United States; and

(b) "Military person" means a person serving in the United States
Armed Forces, the United States Public Health Service Commissioned
Corps, or the Merchant Marine of the United States.

OTS-5595.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-22-003, filed 10/21/20, effective
11/21/20)

WAC 246-919-397 How to obtain ((a)) an expedited temporary
((pfaetiee—pefmit)) llcense——Mllltary spouse A military spouse ((e®

N r 1 BnAart 1 iz

FEe—registered—demestic partner of o mititaryPpersen)) may receive
((&)) an expedited temporary ((praceticepermit)) license while com-
pleting any specific additional requirements that are not related to
training or practice standards for physicians under the following con-
ditions.

(1) ((A)) An expedited temporary ((praeticepermit)) license may
be issued to an applicant who is a military spouse ((er—state—regis
forad Aamacd o~ o ot o £ o et ]l a9ty N~ w)) and.
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(a) Is moving to Washington as a result of the military person's
transfer to the state of Washlngton,
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4e))) Holds an unrestricted, active license in another state or
United States territory that ((kas)) the commission currently deems to
have substantially equivalent licensing standards for a physician ((£e
these)) in the state of Washington; and

((#)) (c) Is not subject to any pending investigation, charges,
or disciplinary action by the regulatory body ((ef—he)) in any other
state or ((states)) United States territory in which the applicant
holds a license.

(2) ((A)) An expedited temporary ((praetiece—permit)) license
grants the ((individuat)) applicant the full scope of practice for the
physician.

(3) ((A)) An expedited temporary ((practiece—permit)) license ex-
pires when any one of the following occurs:

(a) ((Fhre)) A full or limited license is ((egranted)) issued to
the applicant;

(b) A notice of decision on the application is mailed to the ap-
plicant, unless the notice of decision on the application specifically
extends the duration of the expedited temporary ((praeticepermit))
license; or

(c) One hundred eighty days after the expedited temporary ( (prae-—

1~

)
£+ permit)) license i1s issued.
(4) To receive ((&)) an expedited temporary ( (practicepermit))
license, the applicant must:
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(a) ((Submit—to—the—commisSsion—the necessSary apprication,—fee{s)rv
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+e)r)) Meet all requirements and quallflcatlons for the license
that are specific to the training, education, and practice standards
for physicians;
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“+e))) (b) Submit a written reguest for a temporary practice per-—
mit; and

(c) Submit a copy of the military person's orders and a copy of
one of the following:

(1) The military-issued identification card showing the military
person's information and the applicant's relationship to the military
person;

(ii) A marriage license; or

(iii) Documentation of a state registered domestic partnership.

( (HFH—Submit—a—writtenreguest—for o temporary practicepermits))

(5) For the purposes of this section the following definitions
shall apply:

(a) "Military spouse" ( (means—thehuskand—wifesr)) 1s someone
married to or in a registered domestic ((partrer—of)) partnership with
a military person((=)) who is serving in the United States Armed
Forces, the United States Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, or
the Merchant Marine of the United States; and

(b) "Military person" means a person serving in the United States
Armed Forces, the United States Public Health Service Commissioned
Corps, or the Merchant Marine of the United States.
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