
WSR 25-13-097
EXPEDITED RULES

TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
[Filed June 17, 2025, 2:30 p.m.]

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Making adjust-
ments to tolling exemptions on tolled bridges (WAC 468-270-085).

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: In order to meet statutory direction, 
this proposal eliminates tolling exemptions for publicly and privately 
operated transit buses, vans, and ride share vehicles on tolled 
bridges (State Route (SR) 520 Bridge and the SR 16 Tacoma Narrows 
Bridge), effective October 1, 2025. This change in law requires a 
change in rules per this proposal.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: Sections 501 and 502 of 2025's SB 
[ESSB] 5801 (transportation resources bill) directs the Washington 
state transportation commission (WSTC) to remove tolling exemptions 
for publicly and privately operated transit buses, vans, and ride 
share vehicles on tolled bridges by October 1, 2025.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 47.46.100, 47.56.030, 
47.46.105, 47.56.795, and 47.56.850.

Statute Being Implemented: RCW 47.46.100 and 47.56.850.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: WSTC, governmental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Carl See, 

WSTC, 2404 Chandler Court S.W., Olympia, WA 98504, 360-705-7070; Im-
plementation and Enforcement: Ed Barry, Washington State Department of 
Transportation, 2901 Third Avenue, Suite 500, Seattle, WA 98121, 
206-464-1217.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited 
adoption process for these rules:

Content is explicitly and specifically dictated by statute.
Explanation of the Reason the Agency Believes the Expedited Rule-

Making Process is Appropriate: Sections 501 and 502 of 2025's SB 
[ESSB] 5801 (transportation resources bill) includes clear and explic-
it direction to WSTC to remove tolling exemptions for publicly and 
privately operated transit buses, vans, and ride share vehicles on 
tolled bridges by October 1, 2025. As such, expedited rule making is 
appropriate under RCW 34.05.353 (1)(d).

NOTICE
THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROC-

ESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE 
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU 
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EX-
PRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Carl See, 
WSTC, P.O. Box 47308, Olympia, WA 98504-7308, phone 360-705-7070, fax 
360-705-6802, email TransC@wstc.wa.gov, BEGINNING July 2, 2025, 12:00 
a.m., AND RECEIVED BY August 18, 2025, 11:59 p.m.

June 11, 2025
Reema Griffith

Executive Director
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RDS-6449.2

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-17-163, 19-01-066 and 19-10-006, 
filed 8/21/18, 12/14/18 and 4/18/19, effective 8/1/19)

WAC 468-270-085  What vehicles are exempt from paying tolls on 
all toll facilities on Washington state highways?  (1) Except as pro-
vided herein, all vehicles using a toll facility must pay the required 
toll. Vehicles crossing the Tacoma Narrows Bridge are required to pay 
a toll only in the eastbound direction. Additional exemptions for high 
occupancy vehicles apply on the SR 167 ((HOT)) express toll lanes and 
I-405 express toll lanes as defined in WAC 468-270-105 and 468-270-115 
respectively.

(2) Only qualified vehicles may be exempted from paying tolls. 
Exempted vehicles must provide directly for the operation, mainte-
nance, safety, and/or person-carrying capacity of the tolled roadway 
or for emergency response. The registered owner and operator of the 
qualified vehicle must comply with the requirements of the department 
to obtain the exemption as specified in WAC 468-270-095.

(3) The following vehicles, as defined further in WAC 
468-270-030, shall qualify for exemption on the I-405 and SR 167 ex-
press toll lanes, the SR 99 Tunnel, and the Puget Sound Gateway fa-
cility (SR 509 Expressway and SR 167 Expressway):

(((1))) (a) Highway and transit operating and maintenance vehi-
cles, as authorized by the department;

(((2))) (b) Tow trucks authorized by the Washington state patrol 
responding to clear vehicles from the toll facility;

(((3))) (c) Authorized, on-duty emergency vehicles;
(((4))) (d) Publicly owned or operated transit buses;
(((5))) (e) Passenger motor vehicles licensed for ride-sharing as 

defined in RCW 46.18.285;
(((6))) (f) School buses; and
(((7))) (g) Privately owned and operated passenger buses meeting 

annual certification requirements of the department.
(4) The following vehicles, as defined further in WAC 

468-270-030, shall qualify for exemption on the Tacoma Narrows Bridge 
and SR 520 Bridge:

(a) Highway and transit operating and maintenance vehicles, as 
authorized by the department;

(b) Tow trucks authorized by the Washington state patrol respond-
ing to clear vehicles from the toll facility;

(c) Authorized, on-duty emergency vehicles; and
(d) School buses.
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