
WSR 25-18-006
RULES OF COURT

STATE SUPREME COURT
[July 2, 2025]

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS TO 
RAP FORM 6—BRIEF OF 
APPELLANT

)
)
)
)

ORDER
NO. 25700-A-1646

The Court of Appeals, having recommended the adoption of the sug-
gested amendments to RAP Form 6—Brief of Appellant, and the Court 
having considered the suggested amendments, and having determined that 
the suggested amendments will aid in the prompt and orderly adminis-
tration of justice;

Now, therefore, it is hereby
ORDERED:
(a) That the suggested amendments as shown below are adopted.
(b) That pursuant to the emergency provisions of GR 9 (j)(1), the 

suggested amendments will be expeditiously published in the Washington 
Reports and will become effective upon publication.

DATED at Olympia, Washington this 2nd day of July, 2025.
  Stephens, C.J.

Johnson, J.  Yu, J.

Madsen, J.  Montoya-Lewis, J.

Gonzalez, J.  Whitener, J.

Gordon McCloud, J.  Mungia, J.

GENERAL RULE 9
RULE AMENDMENT COVER SHEET

SUGGESTED AMENDMENT TO RAP FORM 6 BRIEF OF APPELLANT (RULE 10.3(a))
1. Proponent: Washington State Court of Appeals
2. Spokesperson & Contact Info: Judge Janet Chung, Chair of the 

COA Rules Committee
3. Purpose of Suggested Rule Amendment: This amendment will as-

sist pro se litigants by providing an example of a correctly formatted 
brief compliant with RAP 10.3(a) and RAP 18.17. There is no substan-
tive change, just formatting changes.

4. Is expedited consideration requested? Yes
5. Is a public hearing recommended? No

See RAP 18.17 for document formatting requirements.

RAP FORM 6. BRIEF OF APPELLANT
(Rule 10.3(a))

(See Form 5 for form of cover and title page. For useful discus-
sions of appellate brief writing, see the latest edition of the Wash-
ington State Bar Association Appellate Practice Deskbook.)

TABLE OF CONTENTS
I. Introduction [Optional. See rule 10.3 (a)(3).]
II. Assignments of Error. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . {Page #s}

Assignments of Error
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No. 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . {Page #s}
No. 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . {Page #s}
No. 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . {Page #s}

Issues Pertaining to Assignments of Error
No. 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . {Page #s}
No. 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . {Page #s}

III. Statement of the Case. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . {Page #s}
IV. Summary of Argument. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . {Page #s}

[Optional. See rule 10.3 (a)(6).]
V. Argument.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . {Page #s}

[If the argument is divided into separate headings, list 
each separate heading and give the page where each begins.]

VI. Conclusion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . {Page #s}
VII. Appendix.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A-1

[List each separate item in the Appendix and give page where 
each item begins.]

TABLE OF AUTHORITIES
• Table of Cases

[Here list cases, alphabetically arranged, with citations 
complying with rule 10.4(g), and page numbers where each 
case appears in the brief. Washington cases may be first 
listed alphabetically with other cases following and listed 
alphabetically.]

• Constitutional Provisions
[Here list constitutional provisions in the order in which 
the provisions appear in the constitution with page numbers 
where each is referred to in the brief.]

• Statutes
[Here list statutes in the order in which they appear in 
RCW, U.S.C., etc., with page numbers where each is referred 
to in the brief. Common names of statutes may be used in ad-
dition to code numbers.]

• Regulations and Rules
[Here list regulations and court rules grouped in appropri-
ate categories and listed in numerical order in each catego-
ry with page numbers where each is referred to in the 
brief.]

• Other Authorities
[Here list other authorities with page numbers where each is 
referred to in the brief.]

Note: For form of citations, see GR 14(d).
[Brief begins here with the Introduction]
I. INTRODUCTION Introduction

[An introduction is optional and may be included as a sepa-
rate section of the brief at the filing party's discretion. 
The introduction need not contain citations to the record or 
authority.]

II. ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR Assignments of Error
Assignments of Error
[Here separately state and number each assignment of error 
as required by rule 10.3 (a) and (g). For example:

"1. The trial court erred in entering the order of May 
12, 1975, denying defendant's motion to vacate the 
judgment entered on May 1, 1975."

OR
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"2. The trial court erred in denying the defendant's 
motion to suppress evidence by order entered on March 
10, 1975."]

Issues Pertaining to Assignments of Error
[Concisely define the legal issues in question form which the ap-
pellate court is asked to decide and number each issue.
List after each issue the Assignments of Error which pertain to 
the issue. Proper phrasing of the issues is important. Each issue 
should be phrased in the terms and circumstances of the case, but 
without unnecessary detail. The court should be able to determine 
what the case is about and what specific issues the court will be 
called upon to decide by merely reading the issues presented for 
review.] [Examples of issues presented for review are:

"Does an attorney, without express authority from his their 
client, have implied authority to stipulate to the entry of 
judgment against his their client as a part of a settlement 
which limits the satisfaction of the judgment to specific 
property of the client? (Assignment of Error 1.)"

OR
"Defendant was arrested for a traffic offense and held in 
jail for 2 days because of outstanding traffic warrants. The 
police impounded defendant's car and conducted a warrantless 
'inventory' search of defendant's car and seized stolen 
property in the trunk. The impound was not authorized by any 
ordinance. Did the search and seizure violate defendant's 
rights under the fourth and fourteenth amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States and under article 1, sec-
tion 7 of the Constitution of the State of Washington? (As-
signment of Error 2.)"]

III. STATEMENT OF THE CASE
[Write a statement of the procedure below and the facts rel-
evant to the issues presented for review. The statement 
should not be argumentative. Every factual statement should 
be supported by a reference to the record. See rule 10.4(f) 
for proper abbreviations for the record.]

IV. SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT
[This is optional.]

V. ARGUMENT
[The argument should ordinarily be separately stated under 
appropriate headings for each issue presented for review. 
Long arguments should be divided into subheadings. The argu-
ment should include citations to legal authority and refer-
ences to relevant parts of the record. The court ordinarily 
encourages a concise statement of the standard of review as 
to each issue.]

VI. CONCLUSION
[Here state the precise relief sought.]

WORD CERTIFICATE
[If the petition is prepared using word processing software, 
include the following statement: This document contains 
_________ words, excluding the parts of the document exemp-
ted from the word count by RAP 18.17.]

[Date]
Respectfully submitted,
_____________________________________
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Signature
[Name of Attorney] [personal pronouns (optional)]
Attorney for [Appellant, Respondent, or Petitioner]
Washington State Bar Association membership number
Electronic Signatures to comply with GR 30

VII. APPENDIX
[Optional. See rule 10.3 (a)(8).] [APPENDIX TO BE ATTACHED TO 
BRIEF]

Washington State Register WSR 25-18-006

Certified on 9/11/2025 [ 4 ] WSR 25-18-006


		2025-09-15T11:18:18-0700
	Electronic transmittal




