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WSR 25-19-022
PROPOSED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed September 5, 2025, 7:01 a.m.]

Original Notice.

Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 25-15-014.

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Office of drink-
ing water program fees. The department of health (department) is pro-
posing amending fees for the office of drinking water programs to cov-
er operating costs for the following: WAC 246-290-990 for water system
evaluation and project review and approval fees, 246-292-995 for cer-
tified operator and public water system certification fees, and
246-294-070 for operating permit fees.

This proposal also includes making editorial updates, clarifying
and repealing existing fees, and aligning with the code reviser's 2025
Bill Drafting Guide.

Hearing Location(s): On October 21, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. Register
in advance for this webinar at https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN 1ylGVKS5UTDSUL1cNSHmbIA. After registering, you will re-
ceive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
webinar.

Date of Intended Adoption: October 28, 2025.

Submit Written Comments to: Zehra Siddiqui, P.O. Box 47820, Olym-
pia, WA 98504-7820, email zehra.siddiqui@doh.wa.gov, beginning the
date and time of filing, by October 21, 2025, at 11:59 p.m.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Zehra Siddiqui,
phone 360-236-3010, email zehra.siddiqui@doh.wa.gov, by October 6,
2025.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including
Any Changes in Existing Rules: The department is proposing amending
fees for all programs within the office of drinking water to ensure
program costs are adequately covered. These fees must be set at a lev-
el that covers the costs of administering each program or license.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: The department completed a financial
assessment and determined the current fees are not generating suffi-
cient revenue to cover the operating costs over the biennium. Estab-
lishing updated fees 1is necessary in order to address increased pro-
gram expenses, existing program deficits, reductions in funding from
general fund state and cost-of-living and job classification adjust-
ments made in the 2025-2027 state budget (ESSB 5167). RCW 43.70.110
and 43.70.250 authorize the secretary of health to establish various
fees associated with licensing and regulation of professions, occupa-
tions, or businesses.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 43.70.250, 43.70.110,
43.20B.020, 70A.100.130, 70A.120.150, 70A.120.160, 70A.125.100, and
70A.125.070.

Statute Being Implemented: RCW 43.70.250, 43.70.110, 43.20B.020,
70A.100.130, 70A.120.150, 70A.120.160, 70A.125.100, and 70A.125.070.

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court
decision.

Name of Proponent: Governmental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Zehra Siddi-
qui, 111 Israel Road S.E., Tumwater, WA 98501, 360-236-3010; Implemen-
tation and Enforcement: Holly Myers, 111 Israel Road S.E., Tumwater,
WA 98501, 564-200-2493.
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A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is not required under RCW 34.05.328. Pro-
posal is not a significant legislative rule according to RCW 34.06.328
[34.05.328]. The proposal sets or adjusts fees and corrects or clari-
fies language.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal:

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(3) as the rules only correct typo-
graphical errors, make address or name changes, or clarify
language of a rule without changing its effect; and rules
set or adjust fees under the authority of RCW 19.02.075 or
that set or adjust fees or rates pursuant to legislative
standards, including fees set or adjusted under the authori-
ty of RCW 19.80.045.

Scope of exemption for rule proposal:

Is fully exempt.

September 5, 2025
Kristin Peterson, JD
Chief of Policy

for Dennis E. Worsham
Secretary of Health

RDS-6500.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-07-025, filed 3/9/22, effective
4/9/22)

WAC 246-290-990 Water system evaluation and project review and
approval fees. ( (H—TFhe—fees—For—thereview andapprovatl—ofwvater
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This section outlines fees

(1)

=) )

project reports,

for the review and approval of water system plans,

construction documents,
evaluations and inspections regquired under chapters 246

and related

other services,

existing systems,

-290, 246-291,

and 246-295 WAC.
The department shall collect the following nonrefundable

246-294,

246-293,

(2)

fees

small water
new_ground-

$880 for submittal reviews for Group B workbooks,

(a)

system management programs,

water sources,

water system plan amendments,
chemical addition only,

ter pump stations,
ment modifications,

boos-

water line installation,

surface or groundwater treat-

source modifications,

and existing system approvals.

new reservoirs,

Additional time

This includes four hours of department staff time.
will be billed at the hourly rate of $220 per hour.

WSR 25-19-022
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(b) $1,760 for submittal reviews for new or updated water system
plans, satellite management agency plans, surface water treatment,
groundwater treatment, and complete new water systems. This includes
eight hours of department staff time. Additional time will be billed
at the hourly rate of $220 per hour.

(c) $750 for sanitary surveys for transient noncommunity systems.
This includes three hours of department staff time. Additional time
will be billed at the hourly rate of $250 per hour.

(d) $1,250 for sanitary surveys for nontransient noncommunity and
community systems with 499 or less connections. This includes five
hours of department staff time. Additional time will be billed at the
hourly rate of $250 per hour.

(e) $2,250 for sanitary surveys for water systems with 500 to
9,999 connections. This includes nine hours of department staff time.
Additional time will be billed at the hourly rate of $250 per hour.

(£) $4,250 for sanitary surveys for water systems with 10,000 or
more connections. This includes 17 hours of department staff time. Ad-
ditional time will be billed at the hourly rate of $250 per hour.

(g) $500 for each sanitary survey site visit, watershed inspec-—
tion visit, and well site evaluation visit made by department staff.
This fee is in addition to the applicable fees listed in this subsec-
tion.

(h) $220 per hour for any other service provided by the depart-
ment. Examples of these services include, but are not limited to:

(1) Collection of water quality samples requested by purveyor;

(1i) Review of corrosion control recommendation reports or stud-

ies;

(1ii) Review of alternate technologies requested by purvevor,
manufacturer, or authorized representative;

(iv) Well field designations;

v) Transfers of ownership under WAC 246-290-035 or 246-294-060;
vi) Unfiltered system annual comprehensive report;

vii) Requlatory monitoring plan; and

viii) Lead service inventory.

(3) Additional reviews, surveys, well site evaluations, or water-—
shed inspections conducted by the department will be billed the appli-
cable fee listed in subsection (2) of this section.

(4) The secretary of health may enter into agreements with a lo-
cal health jurisdiction or third-party contractor to establish payment
arrangements for reimbursement and invoicing of services for sanitary
surveys or well site evaluations, if the local health jurisdiction or
third-party contractor is conducting the sanitary survey or well site
evaluation instead of the department. If the local health jurisdiction
or third-party contractor does not invoice the water purvevyor for the
services provided, the department will invoice the purvevor the appli-
cable fees outlined in this section.

(5) Payment of a fee shall not guarantee approval of the submit-
ted document or evaluation request.

(
(
(
(

RDS-6501.1
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AMENDATORY SECTION
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1/4/14)

(Amending WSR 14-01-003,

filed 12/4/13,

WSR 25-19-022

effective

WAC 246-292-995 Certified operator and public water system cer-

tification fees. (1) Table 8 specifies certified operator fees:
Table 8
Certified Operator Fees
Late Fee
(Assessed for failure
to submit the fee
within the time
Operator Application Fee By Application Fee By Annual Renewal | period specified on
Classification Examination Reciprocity Fee the renewal form)
WTPO (($87-00)) $141.00 (($177-00)) $287.00 (($42)) $68.00 (($35)) $57.00
WDM (($87:00)) $141.00 (($+77-00)) $287.00 (Regardless of the (Regardless of the
$87-00 $177-00 number of number of
WDS ((887:60)) $141.00 (« . )). 287.00 classifications classifications
CCS (($51-00)) $83.00 Not applicable held held by the operator)
by the operator)
BAT (($51-00)) $83.00 Not applicable
BTO Not applicable Not applicable

(2) A public water system shall pay the fee in Table 9 in combi-
nation with the system's annual operating permit fee as required in
chapter 246-294 WAC.

(3) A public water system that fails to submit the required annu-
al fees by the deadline specified on the renewal form shall pay the
late fee as specified in Table 9.

Table 9
Public Water System Annual Certification Fees
Public Water System
Size* Public Water
(Number of Service System
Connections on WFI | Certification
form) Fee Late Fee
Less than 601 (($132:09)) (($35-00))
$214.00 $57.00
601 through 6,000 (($493-99)) (($4939))
$653.00 $65.00
6,001 through 20,000 (($536-99)) (($53-69))
$868.00 $87.00
More than 20,000 (($869:00)) (($86:99))
$1.311.00 $131.00

*  Approved SMAs shall pay a fee based on total services in all public
water systems owned by the SMA.

(4) An individual applying for a temporary certification shall

pay a fee of

( (etghty—seven—delttars))

quired in WAC 246-292-080.
(5) Fees are not refundable or transferable.

RDS-6502.2
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-07-025, filed 3/9/22, effective
4/9/22)

Washington State Register

WAC 246-294-070 Fees. (1) The department shall collect the fol-
lowing fees for Group A water system operating permits ((are—awthor—
ized—under REW—FO0AI25-100——and—are)) listed in Table 2.

TABLE 2
OPERATING PERMIT FEES

((Elassifieation 2012 2043 20H4-and-following-years
Systems
+5—-99-services $6-63 $0-94 $125
500—999-serviees $0-58 $6-86 $H15
16,660--95.000 5053 5079 5105
services
services
ameunt-abeve-to-calculate amount-above-to-calculate amount-above-to-calculate
thefee based-en-total thefee based-on-total thefee based-on-total
$100-basefee $100-basefee $100-basefee
I oot tatofooiocl I ETY Foablof ETY Feablof ETY Feablof
departmentmails-the renewal | greater sreater greater))
applieatien)
Classification 2026 2027 and following years
Base fee for all water systems 110.00 $200.00
Per connection fee:
14 or fewer services $1.43 $1.50
15 - 99 services $1.38 $1.50
100 - 499 services $1.32 $1.50
500 - 999 services 1.27 1.50
1,000 - 9,999 services $1.21 $1.50
10,000 - 95,000 services 1.16 1.50
95,001 $110.000.00 per year 1.50
133,334 or more $110,000.00 per year $1.50
SMA Use the per connection fee amount | Use the per connection fee amount
above to calculate the fee based on | above to calculate the fee based on
total number of all service total number of all service
connections owned plus a $110.00 | connections owned plus a $200.00
base fee base fee
Late fee (late fee is charged seventy days Add 10% to applicable fee or Add 10% to applicable fee or
after the department mails the renewal $27.50, whichever is greater $50.00, whichever is greater
application)

(2) For purposes of determining the operating permit fee, service

connections ((skatt)) will be counted as follows:

Certified on 9/29/2025
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(a) For community water systems, the operating permit fee is
based on the total number of residential service connections and non-
residential service connections.

(b) Nonresidential service connections are counted as one service
connection for each property as defined in WAC 246-294-010(11) regard-
less of how many buildings are on the property.

(3) For NTNC and TNC systems, owners shall pay the fee in Table 2
based on equivalent number of service connections. Population informa-
tion used in calculating equivalent number of service connections
((shad®)) will come from the WFI. The department shall use the follow-
ing formulas to determine equivalent number of service connections:

(a) For NTNC populations, divide the average population served
each day by two and one-half; and

(b) For TNC populations, which include recreational service con-
nections, divide the average population served each day by 25.

Certified on 9/29/2025 [ 9 ] WSR 25-19-022
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