
WSR 25-20-037
PERMANENT RULES

BOARD OF
PILOTAGE COMMISSIONERS

[Filed September 24, 2025, 7:51 a.m., effective October 25, 2025]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.
Purpose: The board of pilotage commissioners is proposing a revi-

sion to WAC 363-116-080 Licensing of pilots, requiring pilot candi-
dates to provide a certificate representing competency in electronic 
charts display and information systems (ECDIS) training prior to state 
licensure.

The proposed rule modifies existing licensure requirements by 
adding the following requirement to WAC 363-116-080(3): A certificate 
representing competency in ECDIS that complies with International Mar-
itime Organization standards and International Hydrographic Organiza-
tion regulations.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
363-116-080 Licensing of pilots.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: Chapter 88.16 RCW, Pilotage 
Act.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 25-14-072 on June 30, 2025.
Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-

ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: September 18, 2025.
Jaimie C. Bever

Executive Director

RDS-6457.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-03-141, filed 1/22/19, effective 
2/22/19)

WAC 363-116-080  Licensing of pilots.  (1) No person shall be is-
sued a pilot license until he/she has applied for a pilot license and 
successfully completed:

(a) The written examination(s);
(b) The simulator evaluation;
(c) The pilot training program, as determined by the board;
(d) A physical examination; and
(e) Tendered the license fee stipulated in WAC 363-116-070.

Washington State Register WSR 25-20-037

Certified on 10/9/2025 [ 1 ] WSR 25-20-037



(2) A majority of board members in attendance at a meeting where 
licensing of an applicant is scheduled for consideration, shall vote 
on the issuance of a pilot license. Pilot licenses shall be signed by 
the chairperson or his/her designee.

(3) At the time of completion of a training program as provided 
in WAC 363-116-078 and at the time of consideration for licensing, all 
applicants must provide a copy of his/her U.S. master license required 
by RCW 88.16.090 with a first class U.S. pilotage endorsement without 
tonnage or other restrictions on that U.S. master license to pilot in 
all of the waters of the pilotage district defined in RCW 88.16.050 in 
which the applicant desires to be licensed and an endorsement on that 
U.S. master license as a radar observer (unlimited); and both a cer-
tificate representing competency in automatic radar plotting aids 
(ARPA) and a certificate representing competency in electronic chart 
display and information system (ECDIS) that complies with Internation-
al Maritime Organization (IMO) standards and International Hydrograph-
ic Organization (IHO) regulations.

(4) No person shall be licensed by the board who has been convic-
ted of an offense involving drugs or the personal consumption of alco-
hol in the ((twelve)) 12 months prior to the date of application. This 
restriction shall not apply to license renewals.

(5) After completion of a training program the trainee evaluation 
committee (TEC) shall review the evaluations and the pilot trainee's 
performance on other required aspects of the training program and re-
port to the board that the pilot trainee has or has not: Successfully 
completed all requirements set forth in the training program including 
any addendum(s) to the program. The board shall consider training pro-
gram documentation and TEC reports and may: Issue the license if there 
is a need for a pilot in the relevant pilotage district; deny a li-
cense if it finds that the pilot trainee should not be licensed; or, 
delay the issuance of a license, if there is no need for a pilot at 
that time in the relevant district. If the board delays the issuance 
of a license, it may at its discretion offer an optional program that 
would maintain piloting skills and knowledge and may enable stipend 
credit to be earned and paid. The criteria to be followed by the board 
in issuing or denying licenses shall include, but not be limited to: 
Performance in the training program; piloting and ship handling and 
general seamanship skills; local knowledge; and, bridge presence and 
communication skills.

(6) If two or more pilot trainees are deemed qualified by the 
board for issuance of a license at the same meeting of the board, the 
pilot trainee with the highest combined score on the initial written 
examination and simulator evaluation shall be licensed first.
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