
WSR 25-20-045
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
(Economic Services Administration)

[Filed September 25, 2025, 9:07 a.m., effective September 25, 2025, 9:07 a.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: The department of social and health services 

(department) is extending emergency amendments to WAC 388-487-0010 
What is the sun bucks program?, 388-487-0020 Is my child eligible for 
sun bucks?, and 388-487-0030 General information about sun bucks bene-
fits.

These amendments support continued implementation of the summer 
electronic benefits transfer program, also known as sun bucks, for the 
summer following the 2024-25 school year. Sun bucks is a permanent 
program authorized under the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 
(H.R. 2617) to provide additional food benefits to certain eligible 
school-aged children for a designated summer period. The amendments 
are in accordance with a federally approved state plan and are cur-
rently in place via WSR 25-12-077.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
388-487-0010, 388-487-0020, and 388-487-0030.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 
74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and 74.08A.120.

Other Authority: Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (H.R. 
2617).

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that state or 
federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of 
federal funds requires immediate adoption of a rule.

Reasons for this Finding: Emergency rule making is justified be-
cause of the federal deadline that has been imposed.

The department is concurrently proceeding with the permanent 
rule-making process. Refer to the CR-101 filed as WSR 25-08-053 on 
March 28, 2025; and the CR-102 filed as WSR 25-19-037 on September 9, 
2025.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 3, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 3, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: September 24, 2025.
Katherine I. Vasquez

Rules Coordinator

SHS-5089.2
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-23-099, filed 11/20/24, effective 
12/21/24)

WAC 388-487-0010  What is the sun bucks program?  The sun bucks 
program is the summer electronic benefits transfer (((summer EBT))) 
program that provides a one-time food benefit to eligible children 
during designated summer periods following ((the)) an academic school 
year. Sun bucks is administered by the department of social and health 
services and is not bound by the same state or federal rules, regula-
tions, or procedures governing basic food as described in WAC 
388-400-0040.

The following definitions apply to this program:
(((1) "Compulsory age" means the age children are required by law 

to attend school; in Washington this is between the ages of eight and 
18.

(2) "Direct certification" means a determination that a child is 
eligible for free or reduced-priced school meals without further ap-
plication to the national school lunch program due to:

(a) Receiving a benefit from a federal means tested assistance 
program, including supplemental nutrition assistance program, tempora-
ry assistance for needy families, food distribution program on Indian 
reservations, some medicaid programs; or

(b) Other source eligible categories, including children in fos-
ter care, children experiencing homelessness, students enrolled in the 
migrant education program, and children enrolled in head start or the 
early childhood education and assistance program.))

(1) "Categorically eligible" means a school age child who auto-
matically qualifies for sun bucks because they are:

(a) A member of a household receiving the supplemental nutrition 
assistance program (SNAP) or temporary assistance for needy families 
(TANF); or

(b) A foster child, homeless child, migrant child, head start 
child, or runaway child; as defined in the Richard B. Russell act.

(2) "CEP or provision 2 school" means a community eligibility 
provision or provision 2 school that provides free or reduced-price 
meals to all children regardless of meeting income eligibility guide-
lines.

(3) "Child nutrition eligibility and education benefit applica-
tion" means an application for free and reduced-price meals, submitted 
by a household for a child or children enrolled at a school that par-
ticipates in NSLP/SBP.

(4) "Department" means the department of social and health serv-
ices.

(5) "Direct verification" means the process of verifying house-
hold income or categorical eligibility by matching against data sour-
ces or other records without the need to contact the household for 
documentation.

(6) "Dual participation" means a child simultaneously receiving 
sun bucks benefits from more than one state or simultaneously receiv-
ing multiple allotments from the same state.

(((3) "Expungement")) (7) Expunge means removal of benefits ((due 
to nonuse)) after ((122 days from)) the date sun bucks benefits were 
deposited into the EBT account.

(((4))) (8) "Free or reduced-price meals" means meals provided to 
students qualified as eligible by the Richard B. Russell ((National 
School Lunch Act)) national school lunch act.
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(9) "Household" means a group of related or nonrelated individu-
als, who are not residents of an institution or boarding house, but 
who are living as one economic unit.

(((5))) (10) "Income eligibility guidelines" means income limits 
to determine eligibility for free and reduced-price meals adjusted an-
nually by the US department of agriculture food and nutrition service 
as required by the national school lunch act.

(11) "Instructional year" means the period from July 1 of the 
prior year through one day prior to the summer operational period.

(12) "NSLP/SBP" means the national school lunch program estab-
lished under the Richard B. Russell national school lunch act and the 
school breakfast program established under the child nutrition act.

(13) "Period of eligibility" means the period of time from the 
first day of the instructional year immediately preceding the summer 
operational period, through the last day of the summer operational pe-
riod.

(14) "School Aged" means the age children are required to attend 
school; in Washington this is age eight to 18 years old.

(15) "Streamline certified" means automatically enrolling an eli-
gible child for sun bucks without need for further application or con-
firmation of school enrollment.

(16) "Summer operational period" means the period between the end 
of the current school year and the start of the next school year, as 
determined by the state.

(((6))) (17) "Sun bucks application" means an application availa-
ble to households with potentially eligible children who do not auto-
matically meet streamline certification criteria.

(((7))) (18) "Sun bucks card" means the unique EBT card that ac-
cesses sun bucks food benefits issued to individual eligible children.

(19) "Verification" means the confirmation of eligibility for a 
sun Bucks application. Verification includes the confirmation of in-
come eligibility and other information as requested by the department.

(((8) "Streamline certified" means a child automatically approved 
for sun bucks because they meet the following criteria:

(a) A child, regardless of age, who would have access to free or 
reduced-price school meals through the national school lunch program 
and school breakfast program during the school year, who:

(i) Is determined by the school to be eligible for free or re-
duced-priced school meals; or

(ii) Attends a school that operates the community eligibility 
provision or the provision 2 lunch and breakfast program and identi-
fied as eligible for free or reduced-price school meals using direct 
certification or a free or reduced-price school meals application.

(b) A child who meets compulsory age requirements and resides in 
a household receiving one of the following public assistance benefits:

(i) Temporary assistance for needy families as described in WAC 
388-400-0005;

(ii) State funded assistance as described in WAC 388-400-0010;
(iii) Basic food as described in WAC 388-400-0040; or
(iv) The state funded food assistance program as described in WAC 

388-400-0050.
(10) "Summer operational period" means the period between the end 

of the current school year and the start of the next school year, as 
determined by the state.))
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-23-099, filed 11/20/24, effective 
12/21/24)

WAC 388-487-0020  Is my child eligible for sun bucks?  (1) To be 
streamline certified for sun bucks benefits, a child must be:

(a) School aged and categorically eligible;
((Attend)) (b) Enrolled in a school that participates in the 

((national school lunch program or school breakfast program)) NSLP/
SBP; and

(i) ((Is determined)) Determined by the school to be individually 
eligible for free or reduced-price ((school)) meals; or

(ii) ((Who attends)) Attends a school that operates the ((commun-
ity eligibility provision)) CEP or provision 2 ((lunch and breakfast)) 
program and ((identified as eligible)) determined by the school to be 
individually eligible for free or reduced-price meals using ((direct 
certification or a free or reduced-price school meals application)) a 
child nutrition eligibility and education benefit application.

(((b) Meet compulsory age requirements and reside in a household 
receiving one of the following public assistance benefits:

(i) Temporary assistance for needy families as described in WAC 
388-400-0005;

(ii) State funded assistance as described in WAC 388-400-0010;
(iii) Basic food as described in WAC 388-400-0040; or
(iv) The state funded food assistance program as described in WAC 

388-400-0050.))
(2) Children who are not streamline certified must submit a sun 

bucks application during the summer operational period and must ((meet 
the following criteria)) be:

(a) ((Attend)) Enrolled at a school that participates in the 
((national school lunch program or school breakfast program)) NSLP/
SBP; and

(b) ((Meet)) A member of a household that meets income eligibili-
ty guidelines for free or reduced-price school meals.

(i) Income eligibility guidelines change annually on July 1.
(ii) The income eligibility guidelines in effect on the date of 

application are used to determine eligibility.
(3) Applications received after the end of the summer operational 

period will be considered for sun bucks in the following year.
(4) Applications for sun bucks will be selected at random for ad-

ditional verification prior to approval.
(a) The department will attempt direct verification prior to con-

tacting a household.
(b) If unable to obtain direct verification, households will be 

notified in writing that they must provide requested verification 
within 10 business days.

(c) Verification must indicate eligibility for sun bucks at any 
time during the period of eligibility.

(d) Failure to provide requested verification within 10 business 
days will result in a denial of a household's sun bucks application. 
If denied, households may reapply during the summer operational peri-
od.

(((4))) (5) If information on an application is questionable, 
verification may be requested and must be provided within 30 days of 
the date of application.

(((5))) (6) Children approved for sun bucks receive a notice of 
approval describing their eligibility and other information related to 
the program.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-23-099, filed 11/20/24, effective 
12/21/24)

WAC 388-487-0030  General information about sun bucks benefits. 
(1) The amount of sun bucks each eligible child will receive is $120 
for the summer of ((2024)) 2025 and ((will)) may be adjusted annually 
for inflation.

(2) Sun bucks benefits are deposited into an account accessible 
with a designated sun bucks card. Each sun bucks card is:

(a) Linked to a sun bucks account for each eligible child; and
(b) Mailed to the last known address as reported by the parent or 

caregiver to either:
(i) The child's school if ((directly)) streamline certified via 

individual eligibility for free or reduced-price meals at an NSLP/SBP 
school; or

(ii) The department for ((the)) categorically eligible ((child's 
cash or food assistance household)) households.

(c) It is the parent's or caregiver's responsibility to accurate-
ly and timely report any address changes to the child's school and to 
the department. The department or school is not responsible for the 
expungement of benefits due to unreceived sun bucks notices or cards 
sent through the mail.

(3) To use a sun bucks account:
(a) The sun bucks EBT card can be used by the eligible child or 

responsible household member, such as a parent or caregiver on behalf 
of the eligible child, to purchase eligible food items.

(b) A personal identification number (PIN) must be created to use 
the sun bucks card. Families are responsible for keeping the sun bucks 
card and PIN of an eligible child in a safe and secure place.

(c) Sun bucks benefits are only accessed from the sun bucks card 
and cannot be transferred to a bank account or issued as a check.

(4) The purpose of sun bucks benefits is to help low-income fami-
lies have a more nutritious diet by providing food benefits to eligi-
ble children during the summer months between academic school years.

(a) Any remaining sun bucks benefits not used within 122 days 
from the date of deposit into each eligible child's account are ex-
punged.

(b) Sun bucks benefits cannot be replaced((, redeemed,)) if they 
are expunged, lost, or stolen due to fraudulent activity or use.

(c) Sun bucks benefits ((are)) may be used to buy food items for 
an eligible child from a food retailer authorized to accept supplemen-
tal nutrition assistance program benefits.

(d) Intentional misuse of sun bucks benefits may be subject to 
fines or legal action including criminal prosecution.

(5) ((The household)) Households must request a hearing within 90 
days of the end of the summer operational period when disagreeing with 
a decision ((explained in the notice)) made by the department.

(6) ((Children cannot receive sun bucks from more than one state 
at a time for the same summer operational period)) Households may be 
subject to overpayments if dual participation is identified.
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