Washington State Register WSR 25-20-086

WSR 25-20-086
PROPOSED RULES
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

(Board of Nursing)
[Filed September 30, 2025, 10:00 a.m.]

Original Notice.

Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 24-24-011.

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Registered nurse
(RN) and licensed practical nurse (LPN) licensing and continuing com-
petency rules; amending WAC 246-840-015 through 246-840-125 and
246-840-210 through 246-840-260. The Washington state board of nursing
(board) 1is proposing amendments and new sections, creating WAC
246-840-033, 246-840-091, and 246-840-092, to clarify and update out-
dated language, rewrite and reformat existing rules to reflect current
best practices, and restructure sections as necessary. This rule mak-
ing is Phase 1 of 4 phases of the board's review of chapter 246-840
WAC conducted in accordance with RCW 43.70.041, which requires the
board to formally review its rules at least every five years.

Hearing Location(s): On November 14, 2025, at 1:15 p.m., at the
Department of Health, Town Center 2, Room 167, 111 Israel Road S.E.,
Tumwater, WA 98501; or via Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/JUhgqWpiOTVmVOPzMT4wsTg. After registering, you will receive a
confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.

Date of Intended Adoption: November 14, 2025.

Submit Written Comments to: Jessilyn Dagum, P.O. Box 47864, Olym-
pia, WA 98504-7864, email WABONRules@doh.wa.gov, fax 360-236-4738,
https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/policyreview, beginning the date and time
of this filing, by October 24, 2025, at 11:59 p.m.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Jessilyn Dagum,
phone 360-236-3538, fax 360-236-4738, TTY 711, email
WABONRules@doh.wa.gov, by October 24, 2025.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including
Any Changes in Existing Rules: The proposal updates and makes revi-
sions to WAC 246-840-015 through 246-840-125 and 246-840-210 through
246-840-260 to clarify and reflect current best practices for licen-
sure pathways and continuing competency requirements for RNs and LPNs.
In addition, it simplifies language, reduces barriers for applicants
educated outside the United States, clarifies endorsement pathways for
multistate license holders, and incorporates new requirements regard-
ing the National Council Licensing Exam (NCLEX) retake limits.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: RCW 43.70.041 requires the board to
formally review its rules at least once every five years to simplify,
streamline, and improve regulations. This proposal is Phase 1 of the
board's comprehensive review of chapter 246-840 WAC. Phase 1 addresses
licensing and continuing competency requirements for RNs and LPNs. The
proposed amendments of this phase clarify and update outdated lan-
guage, restructure and reformat sections for usability, and align li-
censing and continuing competency requirements with current best prac-
tices.

The proposal makes amendments that will reduce barriers and im-
prove rule clarity for applicants, licensees, nursing education pro-
grams, and employers by:

. Clarifying documentation and English proficiency standards for
applicants educated outside the United States.
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. Simplifying requirements for nurses seeking multistate licensure
or endorsement from other United States jurisdictions and Canadi-
an jurisdictions.

. Clearly providing expectations for transcript submission and
NCLEX examination attempts.
. Updating terminology throughout the chapter by replacing "commis-

sion" with "board."

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.79.010 and 18.79.110.

Statute Being Implemented: RCW 43.70.041.

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court
decision.

Name of Proponent: Washington state board of nursing, governmen-
tal.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Jessilyn Dag-
um, 111 Israel Road S.E., Tumwater, WA 98501, 360-236-3538; Implemen-
tation: Mary Sue Gorski, 111 Israel Road S.E., Tumwater, WA 98501,
360-236-3538; and Enforcement: Alison Bradywood, 111 Israel Road S.E.,
Tumwater, WA 98501, 360-236-3538.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is required under RCW 34.05.328. A pre-
liminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting Jessilyn
Dagum, P.O. Box 47864, Olympia, WA 98504-7864, phone 360-236-3538, fax
360-236-4738, TTY 711, email WABONRules@doh.wa.gov.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal:

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(3) as the rules only correct typo-
graphical errors, make address or name changes, or clarify
language of a rule without changing its effect.

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(4).

Explanation of exemptions: The proposed rule amendments to ad-
dress licensing and continuing competency requirements for RNs and
LPNs i1s demonstrated to not apply. These changes do not impose re-
quirements, costs, or compliance obligations on small businesses.

Scope of exemption for rule proposal:

Is fully exempt.

September 30, 2025

Alison Bradywood, DNP, MN/MPH, RN, NEA-BC
Executive Director

Washington State Board of Nursing

RDS-6482.6

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-24-015, filed 11/27/17, effective
1/1/18)

WAC 246-840-015 Requirement to submit demographic data. Col-
lecting and supplying demographic data for the nursing profession in
Washington state is essential to answering the fundamental questions
on supply, demand, and distribution of the nursing workforce.
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(1) Applicants and licensees must complete all demographic data
elements and attest to the completion of the data elements as part of
their licensure requirements for:

(a) Licensed practical nurse (LPN) as defined under WAC
246-840-010 ( (&22¥)); or

(b) Registered nurse (RN) as defined under WAC
246-840-010 ((33))) -

(2) Advanced practice nurses who hold Washington state RN licen-
ses do not have to complete additional demographic data. The demo-
graphic data is collected on their Washington state RN license. Ad-
vanced practice nurses with an active RN multistate license issued by
another state shall follow WAC 246-840-092, concerning submission of
demographic data.

(3) The ((eemmissier)) board shall verify compliance with this
section during the continued competency audit process in WAC
246-840-230.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 16-08-042, filed 3/30/16, effective
4/30/16)

WAC 246-840-020 Credentials issued to an LPN, RN, or ARNP in

Washington state. The following credentials are issued to nurses in
Washington state.
(1) ((Aetivestatuysticense—for IEPN—or RN-—2A)) Licensed practical

nurse (LPN) license.

(a) An ILPN license is issued upon completion of licensure re-
quirements under WAC 246-840-025, 246-840-030, 246-840-033,
246-840-045, 246-840-090, 246-840-091, and 246-840-092. ( (Fhe—tiecense
helder—mmay) )

(b) Only persons holding this license have the right to use the
title licensed practical nurse ((er—registered—murse)) and the use of
its abbreviation, LPN ((exr—RN)).

(c) The license allows practice as an LPN ((exr—RN)) in the state
of Washington.

(2) Registered nurse (RN) license.

(a) An RN license is issued upon completion of licensure require-
ments under WAC 246-840-025, 246-840-030, 246-840-033, 246-840-045,
246-840-090, 246-840-091, and 246-840-092.

(b) Only persons holding this license have the right to use the
title registered nurse and its abbreviation, RN.

(c) The license allows practice as an RN in the state of Washing-

ton.

(d) A student who has ((groduated—fromabasiec professional nurs—

ing—eourse)) completed an associate degree nursing education program
approved by the board or its equivalent and who is pursuing a bacca-
laureate degree in nursing, an advanced degree in nursing or an ad-
vanced certification in nursing must hold an active Washington RN 1i-
cense before participating in the practice of nursing as required to
fulfill the learning objectives in a clinical course.

((#2r)) (3) Advanced registered nurse practitioner (ARNP) 1li-

cense.
(a) An ARNP license ((may—Pe)) 1is issued ( (to—an—individugat—who
m + o + 1 v 11T AT nt o £ + 1 P e n ~ ~ Nt oo~ = i ATV AW
T ) CITT - \1\_AJ.J. TTT TT TS A\ CTT o UITIIT oSO U1 (@ yw) AN i B WP @ N i A A8 LT LAF®Y
24-6—-840—300—through—246—840—365)) upon completion of licensure re-
h

guirements under WAC 246-840-300 through 246-840-367.
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(b) Only persons holding this license have the right to use the
title ((*))advanced registered nurse practitioner (("—er—the)) and its
abbreviation ((*ARNRP"—e¥)), ARNP. This includes any title or abbrevia-
tion which indicates that the individual is ((emtitted)) authorized to
practice at an advanced and specialized role as a NP, CNM, CRNA, or
CNS.

(c) The license is valid only with a current RN license.

(d) The license allows practice as an ARNP in the state of Wash-
ington.

(e) The ARNP's scope of practice is defined by a national certi-
fying body approved by the ( (eemmissier)) board.

RN AND LPN LICENSING

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-04-016, filed 1/22/21, effective
2/22/21)

WAC 246-840-025 Initial licensure ((fer—registered nurses—and
praetieal nurses)) by examination for RN and LPN— ( (Commissien))

Board-approved Washington state nursing education program. ( (Regis—
terednursingand practiecal——pursing)) RN and LPN appllcants educated
in a ((eemmissier)) board-approved Washington state nursing education

program and applying for initial licensure ((must)) by examination
shall:

(1) ((Sﬁeeesséﬁ%%y—eem@%e%e—a—eemmissieﬁ)) Have completed a

board-approved Washington st

te nur51ng educatlon program ( (Feor—ap-

PN S R N
t/t/_L_L &% N P N A==

a board-approved RN education program shall follow WAC 246-840-033.
((y)) (2) Have an official transcript sent directly from the
applicant's nursing education program to the ( (ecommissien—Fhe—tron—
JSSEA N SR o —RE I~ IR T | oo Noameaa A o~ A Ao S~ At AA £ A + EYSEEE NN
=] J__Lt/k_, TITO oS T i N NN AW § A\ Earw ) TTICTOTIT =] BN w8 1 A\ i [=J (&N t/L_, A\ 8 1T o CTT 1 t/J_\J
o ame My oarma~paaondt o maaat roocotszad ot g A Aoz £ + 1 R
vJ_(_A.ll.lg_). [ N Sy @ BN BN YD ) J__Lt/k_,g_) TITO S T T 1 J B v A\ 8 W LT CTIT 1T J N A i A L_,_Y \A.(_A._YL_) . CTIT (_A.t/t/_L_L
corttls—First—takingof+th aminatien)) board. Transcripts must be
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received no later than 90 days after the applicant's first attempt at
the board-approved licensure examination. The transcript must
((shew)) :

((+r)) (a) Include the applicant's dates of enrollment, course
names, earned credits, date of graduation, and the credential confer-
red, if applicable. If credits have been accepted from other programs,
the transcript must identify those programs.

(b) Show that the applicant has graduated from ((aw)) a board-ap-
proved nursing education program or that the applicant has successful-

ly completed the prelicensure portion of an approved graduate-entry

registered nursing program((
/44) That+h At—h

(OF
’_J.
)

anfal P P T N = £ =
safetlv—practice—withinthe Sscope—-of practice—of—ap=
(3) Pass the board-approved licensure examination as provided in WAC
246-840-050. The board may authorize testing upon receipt of a certif-
icate of completion issued by the nurse administrator of the nursing
education program.

(4) Submit a completed licensure application with the required

fee as specified in WAC 246-840-990.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-10-063, filed 4/26/24, effective
5/27/24)

WAC 246-840-030 Initial licensure ((ferregistered nurses—and
pfaetieal—ﬁufses)) by examination for RN and LPN—( (Out—-eof-state))
Traditional nursing education program approved by another ( (United
States nursing board)) U.S. jurisdiction. ((+%+—Reg&s%efeé—ﬂﬁfse—aﬂé
practieat—rnurse)) RN and LPN applicants educated in a traditional
nursing education program approved by another United States ( (rursing
beard)) (U.S.) dJurisdiction and applying for initial licensure by ex-
amination shall:

( (ar—Suveeessfutly—ecompltete)) (1) Have completed a nursing educa-
tion program in another U.S. ((state)) Jurisdiction, which((+
H—Fs—approved by the nursing boardin—that state;—and
JAEEETAY [QETN 2N SIENEENE SO N B I T R PN NP S T S NN SIS SN SN SN B I i I 2N Airon+ 2 N
\_L_L/ UKAJ\J;)L_,(_A.J.J.L_,_L(_A._L_L_Y TTT ey 1 \.iu_LJ_ TTT TT TS [ S N J.J.\A.J_g_)_LJ.J.v \waws & N U S (_A.t/
Broszad 3w ool g e Ay o o T board A+ ~aatb b g x4+ trzn 1114
t/J_UV \w 8 i N VV(_A.;_)J.L_LJ.J.%L_,UJ.J. [ & Ny w LTI O T IO 1 CTO TS (.A.\AL.,LLUJ__LL.,_Y |y \AL". = SR W § & iy w
A At ~Apna o~ + a1 fF £~ Nz £ A~ AdAarma N AN o n A+ 1711 ~ ] o
By aw S \w 8 C i N ) ) A A CTIT o O 1 1T - T _Y . (&N & aw s T t/J_ t/(_,l.J_(_A.L_,_LUJ.J. [E S N | € R (_A.t/t/_L_L
(1) Qoa v~ fa1]l 1T sz o~ v+ hoeardao o~z ] 4 N e g~ o N
\L}/ [TawS k)k)J—u—L—L-Y t/uuu CTIT O T IO (.A.t/t/J_UV A\ N i S [ NN YD I W i €% 1 1) ) A i A iy @ R U S N R & ww)
JAETAY DN~ Eo I B R N =L E I NN B N N tza+ + PN EIE BN B = ~ o
\_L/ Fany Ulllt/_L C AW N i S NN SrND I W g (_A.t/t/_L_L & N U S W LT CTT CIT 1 \.iu_LJ_ AW 8 - &y

++3))) substantially meets requirements for nursing education ap-
proved in Washington state. The board retains authority to evaluate
and determine the sufficiency of academic preparation for all appli-
cants. LPN applicants who have completed part of an approved RN nurs-
ing education program shall follow WAC 246-840-033.
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(2) Have an official transcript sent directly from the appli-

cant S nur81ng educatlon program to the board. ((Fhe—transeript—mmust

Aad + or
(1) R a maoad e AT + anfAlsz oo~ a o~ PR i SN TR NI 2 oA £
\E> 1T A8 TIT A8 & ye) VLA.LJ(_ALIJ. |y [ g = J._Y b/J.(_A.k/L_J.\_/ WL CTITITT CIT u_)\_/ub/ A -
pract 1~ £ N Nt~ N1~ sz +1 N1~ PP PN I B SIEVNPNE S NE £ + 1 NN
b/J.(_A.k/L_J.\_/ A - (=8 b/J.(_A.\_/L_J.u(_A.J. ITO1O Ny CIT ITO1 O UM I T T T o T TOCT U0 A = CIT (_A.b/r/J.J.
eantls—raursing—educationpreograms)) Transcripts must be received no
later than 90 days after the applicant's first attempt at the board-

approved licensure examination.

The transcript must:

(a) Include the applicant's dates of enrollment, course names,
earned credits, date of graduation, and the credential conferred, if
applicable. If credits have been accepted from other programs, the
transcript must identify those programs; and

(b) Show that the applicant has graduated from a nursing educa-
tion program approved by another U.S. jurisdiction or that the appli-
cant has completed the prelicensure portion of an approved graduate-
entry registered nursing program. The nursing education program must
substantially meet the regquirements of nursing education approved in
Washington state at the time of graduation as determined by the board.

(3) Pass the board-approved licensure examination as provided in
WAC 246-840-050.

(4) Submit a completed licensure application with the required
fee as specified in WAC 246-840-990.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-840-033 Applicants who have completed part of an ap-
proved RN program applying for LPN licensure. Applicants who have
completed part of an approved RN program and are applying for licen-
sure as an LPN shall:

(1) Have completed all course work required of board-approved
practical nursing education programs listed in WAC 246-840-539. Re-
gquired courses not included in the RN program may be accepted if the
courses were obtained through a board-approved program. The board re-
tains authority to evaluate and determine the sufficiency of academic
preparation for all applicants.

(2) Have completed a board-approved professional vocational rela-
tionship (PVR) course.
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(3) Have an official transcript sent directly from the appli-
cant's nursing education program to the board. Transcripts must be re-
ceived no later than 90 days after the applicant's first attempt at
the board-approved licensure examination. The transcript must:

(a) Include the applicant's dates of enrollment, course names,
earned credits, date of graduation, and the credential conferred, if
applicable. If credits have been accepted from other programs, the
transcript must identify those programs; and

(b) Show that the applicant has completed all course work re-
quired in a board-approved practical nurse program listed in WAC
246-840-539. If the applicant is from a traditional nursing education
program approved by another U.S. jurisdiction, the program must sub-
stantially meet the requirements of board-approved nursing education
in Washington state.

(4) Have an attestation sent from the nurse administrator of the
applicant's RN education program indicating that the applicant is ca-
pable of safely practicing within the scope of practice of an LPN.

(5) Pass the board-approved licensure examination for LPNs as
provided in WAC 246-840-050. If the applicant is from a board-approved
Washington state nursing education program, the board may authorize
testing upon receipt of a certificate of completion issued by the
nurse administrator of the nursing education program.

(6) Submit a completed licensure application with the required
fee as specified in WAC 246-840-990.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-04-016, filed 1/22/21, effective
2/22/21)

WAC 246-840-045 Initial licensure for ((registered nurses—and

ing)) RN and LPN applicants educated outside U.S. jurisdictions.

( (HH—Registered—rnurse—andpracticat—murse)) RN and LPN applicants
educated ( (imr—e—Forisdiection—which is rnot—a member—of the Natienat
Couneil—of State Boards—of Nursing)) outside United States (U.S.) ju-
risdictions and applying for initial licensure ((must)) shall:

( (ar—Sweeessfutly—<ecemplete—a—basie)) (1) Have completed a nurs-
ing education program ( (eppreoved—dn—that—eceountry)) outside U.S. juris-

dictions.

((#=3)) (a) The nur81ng educatlon program must ((be—eqﬁ%va%eﬂ%—%e

proved—lby—the—~ceommission)) substantlallv meet the requlrements for

nursing education approved in Washington state. The board retains au-
thority to evaluate and determine the sufficiency of academic prepara-
tion for all applicants.

((=r)) i_L Any deflclen01es in the nursing educatlon program

(Fh sy o P | RPN nracot 1~ a3 = 1 naszah 1 o4+ bhat+aot+
oy —aitt™ \_/4_4_1.14_\_/(_,{.4_ r/J_u.\_/L_J_u R \_/LJ_\_/u.J_, b/u_y\_/LJ.J_uL_J_J_\_/, (S S on o L_J_J_\_/,

strgieal—andpediatrie nursing)) ), as described in WAC 246-840-537,
246-840-539, and 246-840-541, may be satisfactorily completed in a
( (eemmission)) board-approved nursing education program or program
created for internationally educated nurses identified in WAC
246-840-549, 246-840-551 or 246-840-552. Documentation demonstrating
that any deficiencies have been satisfactorily completed must be sub-
mitted directly to the board from the nursing education program.
((Hr)) (2) Obtain ((arm)) a transcript evaluation ((er—eertifi
eate)) from a ((eemmissien)) board-approved credential evaluation
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service verifying that the educational program completed by the appli-
cant ((is—eguivatent—te)) substantially meets the requirements for
nursing education in the state of Washington. The evaluation must in-
clude a copy of the applicant's official transcript which must:

(a) Be in English or accompanied by an official English transla-

tion;

(b) Include applicant's dates of enrollment, course names, earned
credits, date of graduation, and the credential conferred, if applica-
ble. If credits have been accepted from other programs, the transcript
must identify those programs;

(c) Document that the nursing education program completed by the
applicant substantially meets the requirements for nursing education
in Washington state. Course descriptions or syllabi may be required to
determine if the education received is substantially equivalent to
Washington state standards.

(3) Provide verification to the board directly from the program
indicating that the theory and clinical components were taught in Eng-
lish. If the theory and clinical components of the applicant's nursing
education program were not taught in English, the applicant must dem-
onstrate English language proficiency by one of the following:

(a) Provide evidence of passing a board-approved English profi-
ciency examination with the minimum passing scores established by the
board;

(b) Provide evidence of earning a diploma or degree directly from
an educational institution in a U.S. jurisdiction, prior to board ap-
proval to take the board-approved licensure examination as described
in WAC 246-840-050. The education acquired by the applicant must have

been taught in English; or

+e—Sueecessfutty pass—the commission)) Provide evidence of com-

pleting 1,000 hours of employment as a licensed nurse in another coun-
try in which English is the primary langquage spoken. The 1,000 hours
of employment must be in the same licensed role as the nurse is apply-
ing for licensure in Washington state.

(4) Pass the board-approved licensure examination as provided in
WAC 246-840-050.
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passed the examination in a licensing jurisdiction outside the U.S.,
the applicant shall provide verification of having passed the examina-
tion directly from that jurisdiction to the board.

(5) Submit a completed licensure application with the required
fee as specified in WAC 246-840-990.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 08-11-019, filed 5/12/08, effective
6/12/08)

WAC 246-840-050 Licensing examination. (1) The current series
of the National Council of the State Boards of Nursing Registered
Nurse (NCSBN) Registered Nurse or Practical Nurse Licensing Examina-
tion (NCLEX-RN® or NCLEX-PN®) ((shaltdt—Pe)) is the official examina-
tions for nurse licensure.

(2) In order to be licensed in this state, all nurse applicants
shall take and pass the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX-
RN® or NCLEX-PN®) .

(3) Only applicants who complete the education, experience, and
application requirements of WAC 246-840-025, 246-840-030,

( (246—840—035)) 246-840-033, or 246-840-045 will be eligible for the
relevant examination.

(4) The ((eemmissier)) board will notify applicants who ( (kave
fited—the—reguired application documents—andmetalt—oguvalifications—of
their—etigibitity)) are eligible to take the relevant examination.

(5) Applicants must ((Hte—an-examination—apptiecation)) register
directly ((£e)) with the testing service ( (—ateong—with—the+testing
servieetls)) and pay any required fees.

(6) The executive director of the ((eemmissiern)) board shall ne-

gotiate with the National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN)
for the use of the NCLEX®.

(7) The relevant examination shall be administered in ( (aeeerd))
accordance with the NCSBN security measures and contract. All appeals
of examination procedures and results shall be managed in ((zeecord))

accordance with policies in the NCSBN contract.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 08-11-019, filed 5/12/08, effective
6/12/08)

WAC 246 840- 060 Results and retaklng of examlnatlon (1) ((Fhe
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42))) The board will issue a license to LPN and RN applicants who
pass the relevant board-approved licensure examination described in
WAC 246-840-050, provided all other requirements are met.

(2) The board will notify applicants who fail the examination

O T HE N D e A - S T Corarad oot includ-
WL I - Ay LV (=8 - T - A ITOoOC T T T CTTOCITUIT 1T OTIT CTT uullullJ.uJuJJ.ULl,

ing examination results and information on retaking the examination.
The applicant may retake the examination no sooner than ((ferty—five))
45 days following the date of the last ((exam—taker)) examination at-
tempt.

(3) An applicant who fails to pass the examination after four at-
tempts will not be eligible to retest until the applicant provides
evidence of completing a relevant board-approved National Council Li-
censure Examination (NCLEX) prep course.

(4) The applicant's examination results will be maintained in
( (Bisther)) their application file with the department ((ef—heatth)).

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-10-063, filed 4/26/24, effective
5/27/24)

WAC 246-840-090 Licensure ((formnurses)) by interstate endorse-
ment for applicants educated in a U.S. jurisdiction. Registered nurse
(RN) and licensed practical nurse (LPN) applicants ((fex)) educated in
a United States (U.S.) jurisdiction and applying for licensure by in-

terstate endorsement ( (maybeissuved—aticense—witheoutecxamination
provided—the—applicantmeets—the feollewing—requirements)) shall:

(1) ((Fhe—apptieant)) Have graduated and hold((s)) a degree
from( (=

“+ar—A—stateboard—approved—program)) a nursing education program
approved by a board of nursing or requlatory authority in a U.S. ju-
risdiction, preparing candidates for licensure as a nurse ( (—whieh) ).
The nursing education program must substantially meet ((s)) require-
ments for nursing education approved in Washington state at the time
of graduation, as determined by the board((+—e*

JAN o0 I~
4 ey Argmat 3~ 2 T o e e s o 4 PN SR S N FERE AN PN PRI S NP PPN PN SIP NS
J.Ll\j AT T T I OTT LT VV(_A.\_)LJ.J.LL\jL_ULl o C T T [ - CTT CLTIT A \jJ.(_A.\_A\_A(_AL_J.ULL (@ ye) A8 T -
mined—by—Etheboard)) The board retains authority to evaluate and de-

termine the sufficiency of academic preparation for all applicants.

(a) Applicants educated outside U.S. jurisdictions shall follow
WAC 246-840-091.

(b) RN applicants who graduated from a nontraditional nursing ed-
ucation program without a clinical component must provide evidence of
1,000 hours of practice as an RN in a U.S. jurisdiction without regqu-
latory discipline.

(2) ((Fhe—apptieant)) Holds one of the following:

(a) A current active nursing license in another ((state—eor—terri
tory—or—hoetds)) U.S. jurisdiction.
(b) An inactive or expired license in another ( (state—eor—territeo

¥y)) U.S. jurisdiction and successfully completes a board-approved re-
fresher course.

((#=r)) (i) An applicant whose license ((wa&s)) is inactive or ex-
pired ((must)) in another U.S. jurisdiction may be issued a limited
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education authorization by the board to enroll in the clinical portion

of the refresher course.

(ii) The limited education authorization is wvalid only

while working under the direct supervision of a preceptor and is not

valid for employment as a

( (7))

nurse.

))

((

jurisdiction,

(c) An inactive or expired license in another U.S.
and an active license in a Canadian jurisdiction where the applicant

has been actively practicing within the last three vears.

The applicant submitted verification of an active license and ac-—
tive nursing practice in a Canadian Jjurisdiction within the last three

ears.
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Provide verification that the applicant was originally 1i-

) )

censed to practice as a nurse in another U.S.

ing the relevant board

WAC 246-840-050.

jurisdiction after pass-

approved licensure examination as described in

Have an official transcript sent directly from the appli-

cant's nursing education program to the board if the education cannot

(4)

regulatory authority,

service.

(( ))
(a) The transc;ipt must ((

be verified from the original board of nursing,

or board-approved evaluation

((+3))
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(1) Include the applicant's dates of enrollment, course names,
earned credits, date of graduation, and the credential conferred, if
applicable. If credits have been accepted from other programs, the
transcript must identify those programs; and

(1i) Show that the applicant has graduated from a nursing educa-
tion program or that the applicant has completed the prelicensure por-
tion of an approved graduate-entry registered nursing program. The
nursing education program must substantially meet the requirements of
board-approved nursing education in Washington state at the time of
graduation as determined by the board.

(b) An education verification, course descriptions, or syllabi
may be regquested from the applicant's nursing education program and
must include clinical hours in specific content areas of direct care
and simulation.

(5) Submit a completed licensure application with the required
fee as specified in WAC 246-840-990.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-840-091 Licensure by interstate endorsement for appli-
cants educated outside U.S. jurisdictions. Registered nurse (RN) and
licensed practical nurse (LPN) applicants educated outside United
States (U.S.) Jjurisdictions and applying for licensure by interstate
endorsement shall:

(1) Have graduated and hold a degree from a nursing education
program outside U.S. Jjurisdictions preparing candidates for licensure
as a nurse. The nursing education program must substantially meet re-
quirements for nursing education approved in Washington state at the
time of graduation, as determined by the board. The board retains au-
thority to evaluate and determine the sufficiency of academic prepara-
tion for all applicants. The board may request a copy of official
transcripts and a completed education verification from the appli-
cant's nursing education program.

(2) Hold one of the following:

(a) A current active nursing license in another U.S. jurisdic-
tion.

(b) An inactive or expired license in another U.S. jurisdiction
and successfully complete a board-approved refresher course.

Certified on 10/9/2025 [ 12 ] WSR 25-20-086



Washington State Register WSR 25-20-086

(1) An applicant whose license is inactive or expired in another
U.S. jurisdiction may be issued a limited education authorization by
the board to enroll in the clinical portion of the refresher course.

(ii) The limited education authorization is valid only while
working under the direct supervision of a preceptor and is not wvalid
for employment as a nurse.

(c) An inactive or expired license in another U.S. jurisdiction,
and an active license in a Canadian Jjurisdiction, where the applicant
has been actively practicing within the last three years. The appli-
cant must submit verification of an active license and active nursing
practice in a Canadian jurisdiction within the last three years.

(3) Provide verification that the applicant was originally 1i-
censed to practice as a nurse in another U.S. jurisdiction after pass-
ing the relevant board-approved licensure examination as described in
WAC 246-840-050.

(4) Have an official transcript sent directly from the appli-
cant's nursing education program to the board if the education cannot
be verified from the original board of nursing, regulatory authority,
or board-approved evaluation service.

(a) The transcript must:

(1) Be in English or accompanied by an official English transla-
tion;

(ii) Include the applicant's dates of enrollment, course names,
earned credits, date of graduation, and the credential conferred, if
applicable. If credits have been accepted from other programs, the
transcript must identify those programs; and

(iii) Document that the applicant has graduated from a nursing
education program or that the applicant has completed the prelicensure
portion of an approved graduate-entry registered nursing program. The
nursing education program must substantially meet the requirements of
board-approved nursing education in Washington state at the time of
graduation as determined by the board.

(b) An education verification, course descriptions, or syllabi
may be requested from the applicant's nursing education program and
must include clinical hours in specific content areas of direct care
and simulation.

(5) Provide verification to the board directly from the program
indicating that the theory and clinical components were taught in Eng-
lish. If the theory and clinical components of the applicant's nursing
education program were not taught in English, the applicant must dem-
onstrate English proficiency by one of the following:

(a) Provide evidence of passing a board-approved English profi-
ciency examination with the minimum scores established by the board;

(b) Provide evidence of earning a diploma or degree directly from
an educational institution in a U.S. jurisdiction prior to board ap-
proval to take the board-approved licensure examination as described
in WAC 246-840-050. The education acquired by the applicant must have
been taught in English; or

(c) Provide evidence of completing 1,000 hours of employment as a
licensed nurse in another country in which English is the primary lan-
guage spoken. The 1,000 hours of employment must be in the same 1li-
censed role as the nurse is applying for licensure in Washington
state.

(6) Complete and submit a licensure application with the required
fee as specified in WAC 246-840-990.

Certified on 10/9/2025 [ 13 ] WSR 25-20-086
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NEW SECTION

WAC 246-840-092 Multistate licensure. (1) Applicants applying
for a multistate license under the Enhanced Nurse Licensure Compact
(eNLC) shall meet all requirements outlined in this chapter and RCW
18.80.020(3) .

(2) Individuals that hold a multistate nurse license issued by
another compact Jjurisdiction outside of Washington and employed by
certain entities shall complete specific requirements as a condition
of employment identified in subsection (3) of this section. These en-
tities include:

(a) Hospitals as described in RCW 70.41.540;

(b) Private establishments as described in RCW 71.12.740;

(c) Ambulatory surgical facilities as described in RCW
70.230.220;

(d) Nursing homes as described in RCW 18.51.590;

Assisted living facilities as described in RCW 18.20.530;
Hospice care centers as described in RCW 70.127.300;

Adult family homes as described in RCW 70.128.310; or
Nursing pools as described in RCW 18.52C.070.

) As a condition of employment, individuals that hold a multi-
state nurse license issued by another compact jurisdiction and em-
ployed by an entity listed in subsection (2) of this section, shall:

(a) Complete any demographic data surveys required by the board
as described in WAC 246-840-015; and

(b) Complete the one-time, six-hour training in suicide assess-
ment, treatment, and management required by RCW 43.70.442 (5) (a).

W oQ O

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-03-055, filed 1/11/24, effective
2/11/24)

WAC 246-840-095 Temporary practice permits. The ( (Weshingten
state—Pboard—oefraugrsing—+t) ) board((¥)) conducts background checks on ap-
plicants to assure safe patient care. Completion of a fingerprint-
based national background check may cause a delay in licensing.

(1) The board may issue a temporary practice permit to an appli-
cant who ( (hetds—an—tunrestriected—aetive ticense—inaneother state

Washington)) has met all requirements for licensure under this chap-
ter, with the exception of the fingerprint-based national background
check. The applicant must not be subject to denial of a license or is-
suance of a conditional or restricted license.

(2) A temporary practice permit serves as a license to practice
nursing during the time period specified on the permit.

(3) A temporary practice permit expires when:

(a) A license is granted;

(b) A notice of decision on application is ((maided)) sent to the
applicant, unless the notice of decision on application specifically
extends the duration of the temporary practice permit; or

(c) Sixty days after the temporary practice permit is issued, or
180 days for military spouse applicants.

(d) If, at the expiration of the original temporary practice per-
mit, the department ((ef—heatthHdepartment))) has not received infor-
mation from the fingerprint-based national background check, the board
may renew the temporary practice permit for an additional 30 days.

Certified on 10/9/2025 [ 14 ] WSR 25-20-086
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(4) To receive a temporary practice permit, the applicant
((msE)) shall:

(a) Submit to the board an application and the necessary applica-
tion fee(s) for the license.

(b) Meet all other requirements and qualifications for the 1li-
cense, except for the results from a fingerprint-based national back-
ground check, if required.

( (er—Provide—+to—+the board—verifiecationof holdinganunrestrie—

+od et~y T o
[SASAS Sy S T = Sy s np 5 AT g nps SpSAS S S 48

tent—Tieensing—standards—to—those—FnWashingten+) )

(5) The applicant shall initiate the fingerprint-based national
background check process with the department within 30 days of apply-
ing to the board, or the permanent license application may be closed
as incomplete. The temporary practice permit shall not be extended in
accordance with subsection (3) (c¢) of this section unless the appli-
cant's fingerprints have been received by the department and a finger-
print-based national background check is in process.

.
i
P

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 97-13-100, filed 6/18/97, effective
7/19/97)

WAC 246-840-105 Brief adjudicative proceedings—Denials based on
failure to meet education, experience, or examination prerequisites
for licensure. The ((eommissieon)) board adopts RCW 34.05.482 ((and
34-05-485)) through 34.05.494 for adjudicative proceedings requested
by applicants, who are denied a license under chapter 18.79 RCW or
chapter 246-840 WAC for failure to meet the education, experience, or
examination prerequisites for licensure. The sole issue at the adjudi-
cative proceeding shall be whether the applicant meets the education,
experience, and examination prerequisites for the issuance of a 1li-
cense.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-11-032, filed 5/12/21, effective
6/12/21)

WAC 246-840-111 Expired license for RN or LPN. An RN or LPN 1i-
censed under this chapter with an expired license as defined in WAC
246-12-010 may return their license to an active status. During the
time the license is expired, the nurse cannot practice in Washington
state.

the license has been expired for three years or less,
t+eonermust)) the nurse shall meet the requirements in WAC

(246—12—-020throuvgh 246—12-051)) 246-12-040 to return to active sta-

(2) If the license has been expired for more than three years and
the ((praetitioner)) nurse has been in active practice in another Uni-
ted States (U.S.) or Canadian jurisdiction, the ((praectitioner must))
nurse shall:

a) Submit verification of active practice from any other ( (Bai-
£es)) U.S. or Canadian jurisdiction;
)

b) Meet the requirements in WAC ( (246—312-020+through
246-32-051)) 246-12-040.

Tt

(
a—S+t
(
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3) If the license has been expired for more than three years and

(
the ( (praetitiener)) nurse has not been in active practice in another
( (Batted—States)) U.S. or Canadian jurisdiction, the ((praetitiener
mist) ) nurse shall

(a) Successfully complete a ((eemmissier)) board-approved re-

fresher course. The ((praetitieoner—witd)) nurse may be issued a limi-
ted educational ((+teense)) authorization to enroll in the refresher

course. The limited educational ((++eense)) authorization is wvalid on-
ly while working under the direct supervision of a preceptor and is

not valid for employment as a ((Fieensedpractical—or—registered))

nurse;
(b) Meet the requirements in WAC ( (246—32—020—threugh
246—32-05%)) 246-12-040.
(4) Fees are specified in WAC 246-840-990.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-11-032, filed 5/12/21, effective
6/12/21)

WAC 246-840-120 1Inactive ((eredential)) license for RN or LPN.
An RN or LPN licensed under this chapter may place their license in an
"inactive status" as defined in WAC 246-12-010.

(1) ((Aproctitioner—may obtainan thactive eredential—Refer—+o
2 —Practitioners—with anitnacetive—eredentiat)) To place a 1i-

cense in inactive status, the nurse shall comply with the requirements
in WAC 246-12-090.

(2) An inactive license must be renewed on or before the nurse's
birthday. To renew an inactive license, the nurse shall comply with
the reqguirements in WAC 246-12-100.

(3) To return to active status:

(a) TIf the license is inactive for three years or less ((whe—wish
to—returp—toactive status—must) ), the nurse shall meet the require-
ments in WAC 246-12-090 through 246-12-110.

( (3 r—Practitioners—with an—inactive-eredentiat)) (b) If the 1i-
cense is inactive for more than three years((+—whe—Fhawe)) and the
nurse has been in active practice in another ((HBaited——States)) U.S. or
Canadian jurisdiction, ( (aaed—wish—teo—returr—toactive status—must))
the nurse shall:

((#=r)) (i) Submit verification of active practice from any other
( (Batted—States)) U.S. or Canadian jurisdiction;

((r)) (ii) Meet the requirements in WAC 246-12-090 through
246-12-110.

( (A—Preaectitioners—with an—inactive-eredentiat)) (c) If the 1i-
cense is inactive for more than three years((—whe—hawve)) and the
nurse has not been in active practice in another ( (Baited—-States))
U.S. or Canadian jurisdiction, ( (aae—wish—teo—returr—toactive statss
mist)) the nurse shall:

((#=)r)) (i) Successfully complete a ((eemmissien)) board-approved
refresher course. The ((praetitiorner)) nurse will be issued a limited
educational ((++eense)) authorization to enroll in the refresher
course. The limited educational ((++eense)) authorization is wvalid on-
ly while working under the direct supervision of a preceptor and is

not valid for employment as a ((Fieensedpractical—or—registered))

nursey;
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((r)) (ii) Meet the requirements in WAC 246-12-090 through
246-12-110.
(4) Fees are specified in WAC 246-840-990.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-11-032, filed 5/12/21, effective
6/12/21)

WAC 246-840-125 Retired active ((eredential)) license for RN or
LPN. (1) A ((registered—orticensedpractical——murse)) RN or LPN may
place their ((eredentiat)) license in "retired active" status as de-
fined in WAC 246-12-010 by meeting the requirements of this section.

(2) ((HA—registered—eorticensedpracticeal—smurse)) An RN or LPN
who holds a retired active ((eredentiad)) license may only practice in
intermittent or emergent circumstances.

(a) Intermittent means the ((registered—orticensedpracticat
agrse)) RN or LPN will practice no more than ((atmety)) 90 days a
year.

(b) Emergent means the ( (registered—orIicensedpractical—nurse))
RN or ILPN will practice only in emergency circumstances such as earth-
quakes, floods, times of declared war, or other states of emergency.

(3) To obtain a retired active ((eredential—aregistered—eor—a—1+
eensed—practical—rmurse—must)) license, an RN or LPN shall:

(a) Meet the requirements in WAC 246-12-120.

(b) Pay the appropriate fee as specified in WAC 246-840-990.

(4) To renew a retired active ((eredentiat—the—registeredrnaurse

eor—1ieensedpracticalnurse—must)) license, the RN or LPN shall:
Meet the requirements in WAC 246-12-130. The retired active

(a)

((exredentiat)) license fee is specified in WAC 246-840-990.

(b) Have completed eight hours of continuing nursing education
within a ((twetswe)) 1l2-month period prior to the renewal of licensure
in compliance with WAC 246-840-220 (2) (b). Education may include CPR
and first aid.

(c) Demonstrate they have practiced at least ((twenty—feour)) 24
hours within a ((&wetwe)) 1l2-month period prior to the renewal of 1li-
censure. Practice may be paid or unpaid as a volunteer, but must re-
guire nursing knowledge or a nursing license.

(d) Renew their retired active ((erederntiat)) license every year
on their birthday.

(5) To return to active status, the ((registered—eoerticensed

} )) RN or LPN shall meet the requirements in WAC
246-12-140. The active renewal fee 1s specified in WAC 246-840-990.

(6) ((HA—registered—eorticensedpractieal—smurse)) An RN or LPN
who holds a retired active ((eredentialt)) license is subject to a con-
tinuing competency audit as outlined in WAC 246-840-220 and
246-840-230.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-11-032, filed 5/12/21, effective
6/12/21)

WAC 246-840-210 Continuing competency definitions. The defini-
tions in this section apply throughout WAC 246-840-200 through
246-840-260 unless the context clearly requires otherwise.
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(1) "Active nursing practice" means engagement in paid, unpaid,
or volunteer activity performing acts requiring substantial nursing
knowledge, judgment, and skills described under RCW 18.79.040,
18.79.050, and 18.79.060. Active nursing practice may include, but is
not limited to, working in direct care roles or administrative rules
such as an administrator, quality manager, policy officer, ((pubktie
heatthrnurse;—parish aurse;—home—healtthnwrse;)) educator, consultant,

bl 42 K .
- \_ALA&/(_AL_J.ULL J.UJ. TTCT IO [ S s TTHO T

tation" means the affirmation by signature of the
nurse indicating compliance with the standards and terms of the con-
tinuing competency requirements.

((#4r)) (3) "Compliance audit" means a review of documents to de-
termine whether the nurse has fulfilled the requirements in WAC
246-840-220 through 246-840-260.

((#5¥F)) [(4) "Continuing competency" is the ongoing ability of a
nurse to maintain, update and demonstrate sufficient knowledge,
skills, judgment, and qualifications necessary to practice safely and
ethically in a designated role and setting in accordance with the
scope of nursing practice. A nurse achieves continuing competency
through active practice and continuing nursing education.

((#6r)) (5) "Continuing nursing education" refers to systematic
professional learning experiences obtained after initial licensure and
designed to augment the knowledge, skills, and judgment of nurses and
enrich nurses' contributions to quality health care and the pursuit of
professional career goals, related to a nurse's area of professional
practice, growth and development.

((+F)) (6) "Nurse" means a registered nurse ((amd)) or licensed
practical nurse.

((#8F)) (1) "Review period" is one full licensing renewal cycle.
For purposes of a compliance audit, the review period will be the one
year preceding the audit due date.

(DCJ

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-23-166, filed 11/21/23, effective
12/22/23)

WAC 246-840-220 Continuing competency requirements—Active sta-
tus. (1) Upon license renewal a nurse ((mgst)) shall attest on a form
provided by the department of health declaring completion of the re-
quired active nursing practice hours and continuing nursing education
hours.

(2) A nurse ((mgst)) shall complete within a 12-month period pri-
or to the renewal of licensure:

(a) A minimum of 96 hours of active nursing practice; and

(b) A minimum of eight hours of continuing nursing education of
which at least two hours must be on health equity training, as speci-
fied in WAC 246-840-222.

(3) ((MNurses—must)) A nurse shall complete a qualified suicide
prevention training as follows:

(a) A registered nurse, except for registered nurses holding an
active certified registered nurse anesthetist license, and licensed
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practical nurses must complete a one-time, six-hour training in sui-
cide assessment, treatment, and management from a qualified suicide
prevention training program. The training must be completed by the end
of the first full year of ((praetiee)) licensure.

(b) A qualified suicide training program must be on the depart-
ment of health model 1list, required under RCW 43.70.442, to be accep-
ted.

(c) The hours spent completing a qualified training program in
suicide assessment, treatment, and management under this section
counts toward continuing competency requirements in subsection (2) (b)
of this section.

(4) ((Nurses—whe—a¥e)) A nurse who is enrolled in, or ((kawe))
has completed prerequisite classes for, an advanced nursing education
program ((axre)) is exempt from the continuing competency requirements

during their current review period.
(5) A nurse providing clinical services through telemedicine
shall complete reguirements under RCW 43.70.495.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-23-166, filed 11/21/23, effective
12/22/23)

WAC 246-840-222 Continuing competency requirements—Health equi-
ty continuing education. (1) ((Liecensedpractical nurses—and—regis—
fered)) Nurses must complete a minimum of two hours of health equity
continuing education every year upon license renewal as described in
WAC 246-12-800 through 246-12-830.

(2) ((Fhts)) The hours spent completing health equity continuing
education under this section count toward meeting applicable continu-
ing education requirements for nurse license renewal as described in
WAC 246-840-220.

(3) Nurses shall complete a health equity continuing education
training that must include:

(a) Implicit bias training to identify strategies to reduce bias
during assessment and diagnosis. The training may include at least one
other topic listed in RCW 43.70.613 (3) (c).

(b) Trainers with demonstrated knowledge and experience related
to health equity. Research referenced in the training must be based on
current empirical research and known best practices.

(c) Courses that assess the health care professional's ability to
apply health equity concepts into practice in accordance with profes-
sion specific rules, which may include, but are not limited to:

(1) An assessment at the end of an in-person or virtual continu-
ing education training to determine knowledge gained during that
training; or

(1ii) A document provided at the end of an in-person or virtual
continuing education training that attests attendance at the training.

(4) The health equity continuing education training must be com-
pleted by ((the—end—eof—+the secondfull continving education reporting
pertod—after Janvgaryv—+—2024—e%)) the second full continuing educa-
tion reporting period after initial licensure or 2026 renewal, which-
ever 1is later.

((3¥)) (5) After the first required reporting period, this
training must be completed within a 12-month period prior to license
renewal. Additional hours cannot be rolled over to the following year.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-11-032, filed 5/12/21, effective

6/12/21)

WAC 246-840-230 Continuing competency audit process and compli-

ance. (1) The ((eemmissier)) board may conduct a compliance audit:

(a) Through random selection; and

(b) At the discretion of the ((eemmissier)) board, on nurses un-
der the disciplinary process.

(2) The ((eemmissier)) board will notify a nurse selected for
compliance audit at the address on record with the department.

(3) The nurse ((mwst)) shall submit continuing education in clock
hours.

(4) Failure to complete the required hours and provide the re-
gquired documentation may be considered an aggravating factor per WAC
246-16-890 in any disciplinary action for a violation of RCW
18.130.180.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-11-032, filed 5/12/21, effective
6/12/21)

WAC 246-840-250 Continuing competency requirements—Reactivation
from expired status. (1) All nurses applying for reactivation
((mast)) from an expired license shall meet the requirements of WAC
( (246—12-020throuvgh246-32-051)) 246-12-040 and 246-840-111.

(2) If a license ((4+s)) has been expired for more than one year,
and the nurse has not held an active nursing license in any United
States (U.S.) or Canadian jurisdiction, the nurse must complete
( (Atrety—six)) 96 hours of active nursing practice and eight hours of
continuing nursing education within one year of reactivation.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-11-032, filed 5/12/21, effective
6/12/21)

WAC 246-840-260 Continuing competency requirements—Reactivation
from inactive status. (1) All nurses applying for reactivation
((must)) of an inactive license shall meet the requirements of WAC
( (2461209 0—~through)) 246-12-100, 246-12-110 ((amd)), or 246-840-120.

(2) If a license ((4+s)) has been inactive for more than one year,
and the nurse has not held an active nursing license in any United
States (U.S.) or Canadian jurisdiction, the nurse must complete
( (rdpety—s+3%)) 96 hours of active nursing practice and eight hours of
continuing nursing education within one year of reactivation.
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REPEALER
The following section of the Washington Administrative Code 1is
repealed:

WAC 246-840-048 Students enrolled in a nontraditional
nursing program.
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