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WSR 25-22-064
PERMANENT RULES

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed October 31, 2025, 8:28 a.m., effective December 1, 2025]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.

Purpose: Office of drinking water program fees. The department of
health (department) adopted amendments to fees for the office of
drinking water programs to cover operating costs for the following:

. WAC 246-290-990 for water system evaluation and project review
and approval fees.

. WAC 246-292-995 for certified operator and public water system
certification fees.

. WAC 246-294-070 for operating permit fees.

This adoption also includes making editorial updates, clarifying
and repealing existing fees, and aligning with the code reviser's 2025
Bill Drafting Guide.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC
246-290-990, 246-292-995, and 246-294-070.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 43.70.250, 43.70.110,
43.20B.020, 70A.100.130, 70A.120.150, 70A.120.160, 70A.125.100, and
70A.125.070.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 25-19-022 on September 5, 2025.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New O,
Amended 3, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 3, Repealed O.

Date Adopted: October 31, 2025.

Kristin Peterson, JD
Chief of Policy

for Dennis E. Worsham
Secretary of Health

RDS-6500.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-07-025, filed 3/9/22, effective
4/9/22)

WAC 246-290-990 Water system evaluation and project review and

approval fees. ( (H—TFhe—fees—Ffor—thereview andapproval—eofwater
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PN S
S £ paymert—te
)) (1) This section outlines fees
for the review and approval of water system plans, project reports,
construction documents, existing systems, other services, and related
evaluations and inspections regquired under chapters 246-290, 246-291,
246-293, 246-294, and 246-295 WAC.

(2) The department shall collect the following nonrefundable
fees:

(a) $880 for submittal reviews for Group B workbooks, small water
system management programs, water system plan amendments, new ground-
water sources, chemical addition only, water line installation, boos-
ter pump stations, source modifications, surface or groundwater treat-
ment modifications, new reservoirs, and existing system approvals.
This includes four hours of department staff time. Additional time
will be billed at the hourly rate of $220 per hour.

(b) $1,760 for submittal reviews for new or updated water system
plans, satellite management agency plans, surface water treatment,
groundwater treatment, and complete new water systems. This includes
eight hours of department staff time. Additional time will be billed
at the hourly rate of $220 per hour.

(c) $750 for sanitary surveys for transient noncommunity systems.
This includes three hours of department staff time. Additional time
will be billed at the hourly rate of $250 per hour.

(d) $1,250 for sanitary surveys for nontransient noncommunity and
community systems with 499 or less connections. This includes five
hours of department staff time. Additional time will be billed at the
hourly rate of $250 per hour.

(e) $2,250 for sanitary surveys for water systems with 500 to
9,999 connections. This includes nine hours of department staff time.
Additional time will be billed at the hourly rate of $250 per hour.

(£) $4,250 for sanitary surveys for water systems with 10,000 or
more connections. This includes 17 hours of department staff time. Ad-
ditional time will be billed at the hourly rate of $250 per hour.

(g) $500 for each sanitary survey site visit, watershed inspec-—
tion visit, and well site evaluation visit made by department staff.
This fee is in addition to the applicable fees listed in this subsec-
tion.

(h) $220 per hour for any other service provided by the depart-
ment. Examples of these services include, but are not limited to:

(1) Collection of water quality samples requested by purveyor;

(1i) Review of corrosion control recommendation reports or stud-

i L
4
L
.

ies;

(1ii) Review of alternate technologies requested by purvevor,
manufacturer, or authorized representative;

(iv) Well field designations;

v) Transfers of ownership under WAC 246-290-035 or 246-294-060;
vi) Unfiltered system annual comprehensive report;

vii) Requlatory monitoring plan; and

viii) Lead service inventory.

(3) Additional reviews, surveys, well site evaluations, or water-—
shed inspections conducted by the department will be billed the appli-
cable fee listed in subsection (2) of this section.

(4) The secretary of health may enter into agreements with a lo-
cal health jurisdiction or third-party contractor to establish payment
arrangements for reimbursement and invoicing of services for sanitary

(
(
(
(
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surveys or well site evaluations, if the local health jurisdiction or
third-party contractor is conducting the sanitary survey or well site
evaluation instead of the department. If the local health jurisdiction
or third-party contractor does not invoice the water purvevyor for the
services provided, the department will invoice the purvevor the appli-
cable fees outlined in this section.

(5) Payment of a fee shall not guarantee approval of the submit-
ted document or evaluation request.

RDS-6501.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-01-003, filed 12/4/13, effective
1/4/14)

WAC 246-292-995 Certified operator and public water system cer-

tification fees. (1) Table 8 specifies certified operator fees:
Table 8
Certified Operator Fees
Late Fee
(Assessed for failure
to submit the fee
within the time
Operator Application Fee By Application Fee By Annual Renewal | period specified on
Classification Examination Reciprocity Fee the renewal form)
WTPO (($87-00)) $141.00 (($177-00)) $287.00 (($42)) $68.00 (($35)) $57.00
WDM (($87:00)) $141.00 (($+77-00)) $287.00 (Regardless of the (Regardless of the
$87-00 $177-00 number of number of
WDS ((887:60)) $141.00 (« . )). 287.00 classifications classifications
CCS (($51-00)) $83.00 Not applicable held held by the operator)
by the operator)
BAT (($51-00)) $83.00 Not applicable
BTO Not applicable Not applicable

(2) A public water system shall pay the fee in Table 9 in combi-
nation with the system's annual operating permit fee as required in
chapter 246-294 WAC.

(3) A public water system that fails to submit the required annu-
al fees by the deadline specified on the renewal form shall pay the
late fee as specified in Table 9.

Table 9
Public Water System Annual Certification Fees
Public Water System
Size* Public Water
(Number of Service System
Connections on WFI | Certification
form) Fee Late Fee
Less than 601 (($132:00)) (($35-00))
$214.00 $57.00
601 through 6,000 (($493-99)) (($4939))
$653.00 $65.00
6,001 through 20,000 (($536:09)) (($53-69))
$868.00 $87.00

Certified on 11/13/2025 [ 6 ] WSR 25-22-064
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Public Water System
Size* Public Water
(Number of Service System
Connections on WFI | Certification
form) Fee Late Fee
More than 20,000 (($869:00)) (($86:99))
$1.311.00 $131.00

*  Approved SMAs shall pay a fee based on total services in all public
water systems owned by the SMA.

(4) An individual applying for a temporary certification shall

pay a fee of ((etghty—sevendettars)) 5141 to the department as re-
quired in WAC 246-292-080.

(5) Fees are not refundable or transferable.

RDS-6502.2

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-07-025, filed 3/9/22, effective
4/9/22)

WAC 246-294-070 Fees. (1) The department shall collect the fol-
lowing fees for Group A water system operating permits ((are—awthor—
ized—under REW—FO0AI25-100——and—are)) listed in Table 2.

TABLE 2
OPERATING PERMIT FEES
((Elassifieation 2012 2043 20H4-and-following-years
Basefeeforalwater $106-00 $106-00 $100-00
Systems
t4-or-fewerserviees $6-65 $6-98 $130
+5—99serviees $6:63 $6-94 $-25
100—499-services $6-60 $06-90 $1-20
500—999-services $6:58 $0-86 S5
1+,000—9:999-services $6:55 $0.83 SH10
+6;606—95;060 $6:53 $6-79 $1-05
serviees
95,06+-er-meore $50,000-00-per-year $75,000-00-per-year $106,000-00-per-year
serviees
SMA Use-the pereonnectionfee | Usethepereconneetionfee Yse-the perconnectionfee
ameount-above-to-calenlate ameount-above-to-calenlate ameount-above-to-calenlate
the-fee-based-entotal the-fee based-entotal the-fee based-entotal
number-of-allserviee namber-ofallserviee namber-ofallserviee
conneetions-ownedplusa conneetions-ownedphis-a conneetions-ownedphisa
$160-basetfee $H00-basefee $1H00-basefee
FLatefee-(atefee-is-charged Add10%to-appheablefee | Add10%to-apphieablefee Add1H0%to-appheable-fee
seventy-daysafterthe or$25-00whicheveris or-$25-00whicheveris or-$25-00whicheveris
departmentmails-the renewal | greater sreater greater))
application)
Classification 2026 2027 and following years
Base fee for all water systems $110.00 $200.00
Per connection fee:

Certified on 11/13/2025 [ 7 1] WSR 25-22-064
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Classification 2026 2027 and following years
14 or fewer services $1.43 $1.50
15 - 99 services $1.38 $1.50
100 - 499 services 1.32 1.50
500 - 999 services $1.27 $1.50
1,000 - 9,999 services $1.21 $1.50
10,000 - 95,000 services 1.16 1.50
95.001 $110.,000.00 per year $1.50
133.334 or more $110.000.00 per year 1.50
SMA Use the per connection fee amount | Use the per connection fee amount

above to calculate the fee based on

above to calculate the fee based on

total number of all service
connections owned plus a $110.00

total number of all service
connections owned plus a $200.00

base fee

base fee

Late fee (late fee is charged seventy days

after the department mails the renewal
application)

Add 10% to applicable fee or

Add 10% to applicable fee or

$27.50, whichever is greater

$50.00, whichever is greater

(2) For purposes of determining the operating permit fee,
((she3+)) will be counted as follows:
(a) For community water systems,

connections

service

the operating permit fee is

based on the total number of residential service connections and non-
residential service connections.
(b) Nonresidential service connections are counted as one service

connection for each property as defined in WAC 246-294-010(11)

less of how many buildings are on the property.

(3) For NTNC and TNC systems,

regard-

owners shall pay the fee in Table 2

based on equivalent number of service connections. Population informa-
tion used in calculating equivalent number of service connections

((shatt)) will come from the WFI.

The department shall use the follow-

ing formulas to determine equivalent number of service connections:

(a) For NTNC populations,

each day by two and one-half; and

(b) For TNC populations,

nections,

Certified on 11/13/2025

divide the average population served

which include recreational service con-
divide the average population served each day by 25.
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