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WSR 26-01-012
EXPEDITED RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 25-26—Filed December 4, 2025, 10:52 a.m.]

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Clarification of
WAC 220-413-020 Tagging requirements and 220-413-100 Mandatory report
of hunting activity.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including
Any Changes in Existing Rules: The purpose of this rule project is to
amend WAC 220-413-020 and 220-413-100 in order to clarify regulations
on tagging and mandatory reporting for the public.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: The Washington department of fish
and wildlife (department) seeks to amend and clarify two hunting-rela-
ted regulations. For WAC 220-413-020, the department seeks to clarify
for the public the requirements for how to notch a transport tag given
the new option for electronic tagging through the MyWDFW mobile appli-
cation. For WAC 220-413-100, the department seeks to clarify for the
public when and where a chronic wasting disease sample should be taken
and submitted after a deer, elk, or moose has been harvested.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013,
77.04.020, 77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Statute Being Implemented: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.020,
77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court
decision.

Name of Proponent: Governmental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Kyle Garrison,
1111 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA 98501, 360-902-8133; Imple-
mentation: Anis Aoude, 1111 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA 98501,
360-902-2509; and Enforcement: Chief Steve Bear, 1111 Washington
Street S.E., Olympia, WA 98501, 360-902-2605.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited
adoption process for these rules:

Corrects typographical errors, makes address or name changes, or

clarifies language of a rule without changing its effect.

Explanation of the Reason the Agency Believes the Expedited Rule-
Making Process is Appropriate: Under RCW 34.05.353 (1) (c), the depart-
ment is clarifying existing rule language without changing the meaning
of this language to make rules easier to understand for the public.

NOTICE

THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROC-
ESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EX-
PRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Scott Bird,
Rules Coordinator, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, P.O.
Box 43200, Olympia, WA 98501, phone 360-902-2403, fax 360-902-2155,
email rules.coordinator@dfw.wa.gov, BEGINNING December 4, 2025, AND
RECEIVED BY February 24, 2026.

December 3, 2025
Scott Bird
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 12/31/2025 [ 1 ] WSR 26-01-012



Washington State Register WSR 26-01-012
RDS-6872.2

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-23-045, filed 11/6/23, effective
12/7/23)

WAC 220-413-020 Tagging requirements. (1) It is unlawful for a
person who kills a big game animal or turkey to fail to immediately
validate their tag (unless the tagging requirement is specifically ex-—
empted by the fish and wildlife commission). There are two methods of
tagging big game animals and turkey, paper tagging and electronic tag-
ging.

(a) A paper tag is validated by cutting out and completely remov-
ing the designated notches corresponding to the day and month of the
kill for that species and immediately attaching the notched tag to the
carcass of the big game animal or turkey.

(b) An electronic tag is validated by following the prompts in
the authorized mobile application and writing the confirmation number
and date of harvest in ink on material that can withstand the elements
and immediately attaching that to the carcass of the big game animal
or turkey.

(2) The tag must remain attached to the carcass while it is being
transported and must remain with the wildlife during the period of re-
tention of the edible parts.

(3) For purposes of this section, the requirements in subsection
(1) (&) and (b) of this section are the same, and constitute "notch a
transport tag" as referenced in chapter 77.15 RCW.

RDS-6873.2

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-09-078, filed 4/16/25, effective
5/17/25)

WAC 220-413-100 Mandatory report of hunting activity. (1) All
hunters purchasing a hunting license must report their hunting activi-
ty for deer, elk, bear, or turkey.

(a) Hunters must report hunting activity, for each tag and permit
acquired, by January 31st or within 10 days after the close of an eli-
gible hunt, whichever date is later.

(b) Reports must be made using the department's authorized inter-
net hunter reporting system, department-authorized mobile application,
or by telephone.

(c) A hunter who fails to report hunting activity, for each tag
and permit acquired, by the reporting deadline is in violation of re-
porting requirements.

(d) Compliance will be credited for each transport tag and permit
acquired.

(2) As an incentive for prompt reporting, all hunters who report
by midnight January 10th or within 10 days after the last day of their
permit hunt will be entered into a drawing for special deer and elk
incentive permits. To be eligible for the drawing, hunters must report
their hunting activity for each transport tag and permit acquired.
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(3) A hunter who fails to report hunting activity by the report-
ing deadline for deer, elk, bear, or turkey tags and permits acquired
the previous year will be required to pay a $10 administrative fee at
the time a new license that includes deer, elk, bear, or turkey tags
is issued.

(4) All hunters who purchase a paper or electronic migratory bird
authorization must report their hunting activity for each paper or
electronic harvest record card issued.

(a) Hunters must report harvest information from band-tailed pi-
geon harvest record cards by September 30th following the season for
which the harvest card was issued. Hunters must report harvest infor-
mation from brant, sea duck, and harlequin duck permit harvest record
cards by February 15th following the season for which the harvest card
was 1ssued. Hunters must report harvest information from snow goose
(Goose Management Area 1), and SW Canada goose (Goose Management Area
2 Coast and Inland) harvest record cards by March 20th following the
season for which the harvest card was issued.

(b) Hunters must report migratory bird hunting activity at the
department's authorized internet hunter reporting system internet site
listed on the harvest record card or on the department-authorized mo-
bile application.

(c) Any hunter who fails to report, for each harvest record card
acquired, by the reporting deadlines is in violation of reporting re-
guirements.

(d) Compliance will be credited for each harvest record card ac-
quired.

(5) A hunter who fails to report hunting activity by the report-
ing deadlines for band-tailed pigeon, brant, harlequin duck permit,
sea duck, snow goose, or SW Canada goose harvest record card acqguired
in the previous hunting season must pay a $10 administrative fee at
the time a new migratory bird authorization and harvest record card is
issued.

(6) A hunter may only be required to pay a maximum of one $10 ad-
ministrative fee for all game species reporting violations during a
license year.

(7) Hunters ((hat)) who harvest a deer, elk, or moose in any
WDFW management region where ( (the—department—has—deteeted)) chronic
wasting disease (CWD) has been detected must present, within five days
of the harvest, a sample for CWD testing to the department ((fer
chreonie—wastingdiscase—testing within five days—ofharvesting)) in
the same region where the animal was harvested. For the purpose of
this section, the following are the approved types of samples:

(a) The whole head with at least three inches of the neck attach-
ed; or

(b) Extracted lymph nodes.
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