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WSR 26-02-068
PERMANENT RULES

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING
[Filed January 6, 2026, 8:42 p.m., effective February 6, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.

Purpose: The proposed rule changes clarify terminology related to
the department of licensing denials or cancellations of applications
for a personalized license plate. Specifically, they clarify "life-
style" to be more inclusive and specify it's not related to sexual
orientation.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC
308-96A-065 Personalized license plates.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 46.01.110 Rule-making au-
thority, 46.16A.220 Rules, and 46.18.275 Personalized license plates.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 25-22-103 on November 5, 2025.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New O,
Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New O,
Amended 1, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Date Adopted: January 6, 2025.

Kelsey Stone
Legislative and Policy Analyst

RDS-6811.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 16-02-032, filed 12/29/15, effective
1/29/16)

WAC 308-96A-065 Personalized license plates. (1) What is a per-
sonalized license plate? Personalized license plates are plates re-
flecting the registered owner's chosen format or designation and are
limited to those described in RCW 46.04.385 and 46.18.275.

(2) Are there any restrictions on the use of letters and numbers
on personalized license plates? Personalized license plates may be is-
sued with one to seven characters. Motorcycles and motorcycle trailers
can have up to six characters. The letters "I" and "O" and the numbers
"1l" (one) and "0" (zero) may not be issued as single-digit plates.

(3) When may the department deny an application for or cancel
personalized plates?

(a) The department may deny an application for personalized 1i-
cense plates or cancel personalized license plates previously issued
if it determines the plate configuration to be:

(1) Offensive ((teo—geeod—taste—and—deecerney)) and indecent;
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(ii) ((Petentiatdy)) Misleading;
(iii) Vulgar, profane, or sexually suggestive ( (ia——smatare));

(iv) ((A—roaeiad—ecthnie;—3ifestyle;—or—<gender—stur)) Disparaging
or discriminatory toward a demographic or identity group;
(v) Related to intoxicating substances or illegal activities;

(vi) Derogatory;

(vii) Slanderous;

(viii) A duplication of license plate or decal numbers provided
in chapter 46.09, 46.10 or 46.16A RCW; ((e®))

(ix) The personalized message appears to replicate the standard
configuration for a special license plate; or

(x) Contrary to the department's mission to promote highway safe-

ty.

(b) If the personalized license plates are canceled due to one or
more reasons specified in this subsection ((3)r—ef—this—seetioen)), the
vehicle owner may:

(1) Apply for a refund for the fee paid under RCW 46.17.210 and
46.68.435 for such license plates; or

(ii) Instead of a refund, apply for and upon approval be issued
personalized license plates with a different configuration without
payment of additional personalized license plate fees.

(c) The department may cancel personalized license plates if they

are:

(1) Not renewed by the owner within ((ferty—fiwve)) 45 days of the
vehicle expiration; or

(ii) Removed from a vehicle and not transferred to a replacement
vehicle within ((¥kirty)) 30 days; or

(iii) Transferred to a new owner who does not make proper appli-
cation for the plates within ( (twemty—fisze)) 25 days.

(4) What special plates cannot be personalized?

Medal of honor;

Horseless carriage;

Restored;

Collector vehicle;

Ham and Mars license plates;

Former prisoner of war;

Pearl Harbor survivor;

Disabled veteran;

Exempt license plates.

If my registration for personalized license plates has
elapsed, how do I get them reinstated or reissued?

(a) If you are an owner of a personalized license plate and do
not renew it within ((ferty—fiwe)) 45 days, you must reapply and pay
the original personalized license plate fee in order to reinstate the
plate.

(b) If you purchase a vehicle with a personalized plate and do
not transfer the ownership of the personalized plate within ( (twenty—
fiwe)) 25 days, you forfeit ownership of the plate. The department
will make that personalized plate available to the first applicant for
that plate configuration.

(c) If you are the owner of a personalized license plate who does
not transfer the plate as described in (b) of this subsection, you
must reapply and pay the original personalized license plate fee in
order to reinstate the plate.

(6) Can I transfer my personalized license plate? Yes, if you are
the owner(s) of a vehicle with personalized license plates and sell,
trade, or otherwise transfer ownership of the vehicle, you may trans-
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fer the plates to another vehicle within ((£kirty)) 30 days; (the per-
sonalized license plates may be transferred at any vehicle licensing
office or through a vehicle dealer if the owner wishes to transfer a
plate to a dealer-purchased vehicle) or transfer the plates to a new
owner. If the plates are transferred to a new owner, the current owner
must provide the new owner with a notarized or certified release of
interest for the plates. The new owner must make application to the
department within ( (Ewenty—five)) 25 days, including payment of the
original personalized license plate fee.

(7) How do I dispose of my personalized vehicle license plates?

(a) You may turn the plates in to the department with a notarized
release of interest from the owner(s) relinquishing the right to that
personalized license plate configuration; or

(b) If your vehicle has personalized license plates and is sold
to a wrecker or you accept a total loss claim from your insurance com-
pany and you choose not to retain the salvage, you must either trans-
fer the plates to another vehicle within ((fkirty)) 30 days or turn
the plates in to the department with a notarized release of interest
from all registered owner(s) relinquishing the right to that personal-
ized license plate.

Note: If the license plate has been reported as stolen or if the department record indicates the vehicle has been stolen, the same number and letter
combination will not be issued.
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