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Original Notice.
Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 25-22-036.
Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: WAC 182-513-1660 

Medicaid alternative care (MAC) and tailored supports for older adults 
(TSOA)—Spousal impoverishment.

Hearing Location(s): On February 24, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. The 
health care authority (HCA) holds public hearings virtually without a 
physical meeting place. Virtual public hearings are held via Microsoft 
Teams webinar. To attend, you must register in advance at https://
events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/faf7ef0b-7f04-4b2a-
b308-2bc0575f5bb4@11d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d. After regis-
tering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the public hearing. You will be able to join the public 
hearing through most standard internet browsers; you do not need to 
install Microsoft Teams.

Date of Intended Adoption: Not sooner than February 25, 2026.
Submit Written Comments to: HCA Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box 

42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, email arc@hca.wa.gov, fax 360-586-9727, 
beginning January 17, 2026, 8:00 a.m., by February 24, 2026, 11:59 
p.m.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Jessica Nguyen, 
phone 360-725-1174, fax 360-586-9727, telecommunication relay service 
711, email arc@hca.wa.gov, by February 6, 2026.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: HCA is amending the spousal impoverish-
ment rule (WAC 182-513-1660) to update the TSOA resource standard. HCA 
changed the TSOA resource standard effective October 9, 2023, by 
amending WAC 182-513-1640 under WSR 23-19-014, but neglected to update 
WAC 182-513-1660 at that time.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: See purpose.
Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160.
Statute Being Implemented: RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: HCA, governmental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Brian Jensen, 

P.O. Box 42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, 360-725-0815; Implementation 
and Enforcement: Paige Lewis, P.O. Box 42722, Olympia, WA 98504-2722, 
360-725-0757.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under 
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is not required under RCW 34.05.328. RCW 
34.05.328 does not apply to HCA rules unless requested by the joint 
administrative rules review committee or applied voluntarily.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from 
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal: 

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(4).
Explanation of exemptions: The proposed rules pertain to client 

program eligibility and do not impose costs on businesses.
Scope of exemption for rule proposal:

Is fully exempt.
January 16, 2026
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Wendy Barcus
Rules Coordinator

RDS-6882.2

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-11-039, filed 5/11/23, effective 
6/11/23)

WAC 182-513-1660  Medicaid alternative care (MAC) and tailored 
supports for older adults (TSOA)—Spousal impoverishment.  (1) The 
medicaid agency or the agency's designee determines financial eligi-
bility for medicaid alternative care (MAC) or tailored supports for 
older adults (TSOA) using spousal impoverishment protections under 
this section, when an applicant or recipient:

(a) Is married to, or marries, a person who is not in a medical 
institution; and

(b) Is ineligible for a noninstitutional categorically needy (CN) 
SSI-related program or the TSOA program due to:

(i) Spousal deeming rules under WAC 182-512-0920 for MAC;
(ii) Exceeding the resource limit in WAC 182-512-0010 for MAC, or 

the limit under WAC 182-513-1640 for TSOA; or
(iii) Both (b)(i) and (ii) of this subsection.
(2) When a resource test applies, the agency or the agency's des-

ignee determines countable resources using the SSI-related resource 
rules under chapter 182-512 WAC, except pension funds owned by the 
spousal impoverishment protections community (SIPC) spouse are not ex-
cluded as described under WAC 182-512-0550:

(a) Resource standards:
(i) For MAC, the resource standard is $2,000; or
(ii) For TSOA, the resource standard is (($53,100)):
(A) For an individual, six times the Washington state average 

monthly private nursing facility rate, as determined by the department 
of social and health services under chapter 74.46 RCW.

(B) For a married couple, six times the Washington state average 
monthly private nursing facility rate, as determined by the department 
of social and health services under chapter 74.46 RCW, for the TSOA 
applicant, plus the state spousal resource standard for the spousal 
impoverishment protections community (SIPC) spouse. The state spousal 
resource standard may change annually on July 1st.

(b) Before determining countable resources used to establish eli-
gibility for the applicant, the agency or the agency's designee allo-
cates the state spousal resource standard to the SIPC spouse.

(c) The resources of the SIPC spouse are unavailable to the 
spousal impoverishment protections institutionalized (SIPI) spouse the 
month after eligibility for MAC or TSOA services is established.

(3) The SIPI spouse has until the end of the month of the first 
regularly scheduled eligibility review to transfer countable resources 
in excess of $2,000 (for MAC) or (($53,100)) six times the Washington 
state average monthly private nursing facility rate, as determined by 
the department of social and health services under chapter 74.46 RCW 
(for TSOA) to the SIPC spouse.

(4) Income eligibility:
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(a) For MAC:
(i) The agency or the agency's designee determines countable in-

come using the SSI-related income rules under chapter 182-512 WAC, but 
uses only the applicant or recipient's income;

(ii) If the applicant's or recipient's countable income is at or 
below the SSI categorically needy income level (CNIL), the applicant 
or recipient is considered a SIPI spouse and is income eligible for 
noninstitutional CN coverage and MAC services.

(b) For TSOA, see WAC 182-513-1635.
(5) Once a person no longer receives MAC services, eligibility is 

redetermined without using spousal impoverishment protections under 
WAC 182-504-0125.

(6) If the applicant's separate countable income is above the 
standards described in subsection (4) of this section, the applicant 
is not income eligible for MAC or TSOA services.

(7) The spousal impoverishment protections described in this sec-
tion are time-limited and expire on September 30, 2027.

(8) Standards described in this chapter are located at: 
www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-
access-apple-health/program-standard-income-and-resources((.))
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