
WSR 26-03-071
PROPOSED RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 23-17—Filed January 16, 2026, 3:55 p.m.]

Original Notice.
Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 23-24-102 on 

December 6, 2023.
Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: The Washington 

state department of fish and wildlife (WDFW) is proposing to update 
Puget Sound oyster drill restricted area beach designations, WAC 
220-340-130.

Hearing Location(s): On February 24, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., via Zoom 
webinar. Register in advance for this webinar at https://
us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xxDpO4y4Tm23u-PACkPqWA.

Date of Intended Adoption: On or after February 25, 2026.
Submit Written Comments to: WDFW Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box 

43200, Olympia, WA 98504, email 2026oysterdrillcr102@publicinput.com, 
855-925-2801, project code 8569, https://engage.wdfw.wa.gov/
2026oysterdrillcr102, beginning January 22, 2026, 4:00 p.m., by Febru-
ary 24, 2026, 11:59 p.m.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Title VI/ADA 
compliance coordinator, phone 360-902-2349, TTY 1-800-833-6388, email 
Title6@dfw.wa.gov, https://wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/
requestsaccomodation, by February 18, 2026.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: WDFW is proposing to update Puget Sound 
oyster drill restricted area beach designations to align with current 
understanding of Japanese and Eastern oyster drill distributions. 
These designations are necessary to prevent the spread of pest infes-
tations that are harmful to shellfish.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: The amendments to the rules will 
perpetuate shellfish resources by helping to manage the risk of spread 
of harmful shellfish pest organisms.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 
77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Statute Being Implemented: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.020, 
77.04.055, 77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 
decision.

Name of Proponent: WDFW, governmental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Chris Eardley, 

375 Hudson Street, Port Townsend, WA 98368, 360-744-4773; Implementa-
tion: Kelly Cunningham, 1111 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA 
98501, 360-902-2325; and Enforcement: Chief Steve Bear, 1111 Washing-
ton Street S.E., Olympia, WA 98501, 360-902-2373.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under 
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is not required under RCW 34.05.328. This 
rule proposal does not require a cost-benefit analysis per RCW 
34.05.328 (5)(a)(i).

Scope of exemption for rule proposal from Regulatory Fairness Act 
requirements:

Is not exempt.
The proposed rule does not impose more-than-minor costs on busi-

nesses. Following is a summary of the agency's analysis showing how 
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costs were calculated. The updates to existing designations of oyster 
drill restricted shellfish areas do not have an anticipated more-than-
minor impact on small business, as: (1) These proposals are updating 
definitions by way of beach designations, and do not automatically 
come with specific restrictions; (2) most of these areas do not host 
commercial activity with the exception of some tribal harvest by sev-
eral treaty tribes at some sites; (3) sites that are used for periodic 
tribal commercial and ceremonial and subsistence harvest already oper-
ate with consideration to the restricted area landscape under condi-
tions long-established and agreed to in comanagement plans; and (4) 
the transfer of shellfish from these locations is already unlawful 
without a no-cost permit per WAC 220-340-150.

January 16, 2026
Scott Bird

Rules Coordinator

RDS-6946.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-06-065, filed 2/28/23, effective 
3/31/23)

WAC 220-340-130  Oyster drill restricted shellfish areas—Puget 
Sound.  All waters, tidelands, shellfish handling facilities and 
equipment (including aquaculture vehicles and vessels) operated in 
conjunction with said waters and tidelands of Puget Sound within the 
following areas are designated as Oyster Drill Restricted Shellfish 
Areas:
North Puget Sound

(1) ((Dungeness Bay—Inside and bounded westerly of a line pro-
jected from the most easterly tip of Dungeness Spit true-south to the 
mainland.

(2))) Drayton Harbor((—)): Inside and southerly of a line pro-
jected from the ((north)) northern-most tip of Semiahmoo Spit to 
((where)) the point at which the International Boundary line inter-
sects the mainland.

(2) Birch Bay: Inside and bounded by a line projected from 
48.8997°, -122.7761°; thence following the shoreline northeasterly to 
48.9105°, -122.7521°; thence to 48.9156°, -122.7586°; thence to 
48.9028°, -122.7815°; thence returning to the origin at 48.8997°, 
-122.7761°.

(3) Lummi Bay((—)): Inside the Lummi Dike and inside and bounded 
by a line projected from 48.7756°, -122.6667°; thence to 48.7653°, 
-122.6667°; thence to 48.7653°, -122.6533°; then following the shore-
line northerly to the point of origin.

(4) Bellingham Bay: Inside and easterly of a line originating at 
the breakwater at the northern end of Bellingham Marine Park at 
48.7195°, -122.5164° and projected southwesterly to 48.7152°, 
-122.5225°; thence southeasterly to the shoreline at 48.7112°, 
-122.5182°; thence following the shoreline north to the point of ori-
gin including Post Point Wastewater Treatment Plant Lagoon.
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(5) Samish Bay((—)): Inside and easterly of a line starting at 
the most westerly tip of Governor's Point and projected in a southerly 
direction to the most westerly tip of William Point on Samish Island.

(((5))) (6) Padilla Bay((—)): Easterly (including the Swinomish 
Channel) of a line starting at the most westerly tip of William Point 
on Samish Island and projected southerly to the most northerly tip of 
March Point on Fidalgo Island.

(((6))) (7) Similk and Skagit Bays((—)): Northerly of a line 
projected across Skagit Bay following latitude 48.333° (48°20'N) and 
easterly of the Deception Pass bridge.
Strait of Juan de Fuca

(8) Dungeness Bay: Inside and bounded westerly of a line projec-
ted from the most easterly tip of Dungeness Spit true south to the 
mainland.
Admiralty Inlet

(9) Scow Bay (Kilisut Harbor): Scow Bay in Kilisut Harbor south-
ward of a line from 48.0274°, -122.7039° on the east shore of Indian 
Island to 48.0274°, -122.6931° on the west shore of Marrowstone Is-
land.
Central Puget Sound

(((7))) (10) Liberty Bay((—)): Inside and westerly of a line 
projected true south from the most southerly point on the Lemolo 
shoreline, near the powerline tower.

(((8))) (11) Dyes Inlet((—)): Inside and northerly of a line 
projected true east from the most northerly tip of Rocky Point to the 
mainland.

(((9))) (12) Quartermaster Harbor: Inside and easterly of a line 
projected from 47.3951°, -122.4388° southwesterly to 47.3839°, 
-122.4405°; thence following the shoreline northerly to the point of 
origin and encompassing all shorelines and inlets, including Raab's 
Lagoon Natural Area.
South Puget Sound

(13) Carr Inlet((—)):
(a) Burley Lagoon((—)): Inside and northerly of the Purdy 

bridge.
(b) Minter Creek((—)): Inside and westerly of a line projected 

from the west shore of Carr Inlet at -122.6833° longitude true south 
to 47.3500° latitude, then true west to shore.

(((10))) (14) Case Inlet((—)):
(a) Rocky Bay and North Bay((—)): Northerly of a line projected 

across Case Inlet following latitude 47.3456° (47°20'44"N).
(b) Vaughn Bay((—)): Easterly of a line projected true north 

from the most northerly point of the southern spit at the mouth of 
Vaughn Bay to the mainland on the north shore.

(((11))) (15) Hammersley Inlet and Oakland Bay((—)):
(a) Oakland Bay: Inside, westerly and northerly of a line start-

ing at the shore at 47.2071°, -123.0627° on the north shore of Ham-
mersley Inlet and projected true south to the south shore of Hammers-
ley Inlet.

(((12))) (b) Hammersley Inlet:
(i) Southeast Bayview Road: Inside and bounded by a line projec-

ted from 47.2049°, -123.0462° following the shoreline southwesterly to 
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47.2044°, -123.0475°; thence northerly to 47.2048°, -123.0477°; thence 
northeasterly to 47.2054°, -123.0463°; thence southerly to the point 
of origin.

(ii) Fernwood Lane: Inside and bounded by a line projected from 
47.2053°, -123.0392° following the shoreline easterly to 47.2047°, 
-123.0382°; thence northerly to 47.2060°, -123.0382°; thence westerly 
to 47.2059°, -123.0392°; thence southerly to the point of origin.

(iii) Southeast Inlet View Lane: Inside and bounded by a line 
projected from 47.2037°, -123.0239° following the shoreline easterly 
to 47.2037°, -123.0234°; thence northerly to 47.2044°, -123.0234°; 
thence westerly to 47.2044°, -123.0239°; thence southerly to the point 
of origin.

(iv) East Anderson Lane: Inside and bounded by a line projected 
from 47.2032°, -122.9826° following the shoreline westerly to 
47.2027°, -122.9844°; thence southerly to 47.2020°, -122.9844°; thence 
easterly to 47.2026°, -122.9826°; thence northerly to the point of 
origin.

(16) Totten Inlet, Oyster Bay and Little Skookum Inlet((—)): In-
side and southerly of a line starting at the most southeasterly point 
on Windy Point and projected northeasterly to the most northerly tip 
of Sandy Point (i.e., the southern base of the Steamboat Island 
Bridge).

(((13))) (17) Eld Inlet((—)):
(a) Mud Bay((—)): Inside and westerly of a line projected from 

the most easterly point of Flapjack Point and projected true south to 
the mainland.

(b) Sanderson Harbor((—)): Lying inside and westerly of a line 
starting at the northern-most ((northern)) point on Sanderson Spit and 
projected northeasterly to the mainland.

(((14))) (18) Nisqually Flats((—)): Inside and southerly of a 
line starting on the east shore near the old Dupont Wharf site at 
47.1182°, -122.6657° and projected true west across the Nisqually Riv-
er delta to the mainland just south of Butterball Cove.

(((15))) (19) Henderson Inlet, South Bay: Inside and southerly of 
a line commencing at 47.1268°, -122.8412° on the west shore of Hender-
son Inlet, thence projected true east across Henderson Inlet to the 
east shoreline.

(20) Peale Passage: Inside and easterly of a line projected from 
the shoreline at 47.1952°, -122.8871° westerly to 47.1951°, 
-122.8887°; thence southerly to 47.1918°, -122.8874°; thence easterly 
to the shore at the Teamsters Recreation Property boat launch at 
47.1923°, -122.8862°.

(21) Hood Canal((—)):
(a) Bywater Bay: Inside and northerly of a line projected true 

east from latitude 47.8819° (47°52'55"N) to the west shoreline of Hood 
Head.

(b) Tarboo Bay: Inside, northerly and easterly of a line starting 
at the most northerly tip of Long Spit and then projected true west to 
the mainland.

(c) East Dabob Bay: Inside and easterly of a line projected from 
47.8283°, -122.7997°; thence to 47.8264°, -122.8050°; thence to 
47.8131°, -122.7989°; thence to the shore at 47.8136°, -122.7958°.

(d) Quilcene Bay((—Inside, northerly and easterly of a line 
starting at the Port of Port Townsend boat ramp north of Coast Sea-
foods company shellfish hatchery projected easterly to a point at 
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48.8052°, -122.8583° and then projected southeasterly to the most 
westerly tip of Fisherman's Point.

(b) Tarboo Bay—Inside, northerly and easterly of a line starting 
at the most northerly tip of Long Spit and then projected true west to 
the mainland.

(c) The Great Bend to Lynch Cove—Inside and bounded southerly 
and easterly by a line projected from the western most point at Mus-
queti Point true west to the mainland.

(d) Hamma Hamma Flats and Jorstad Creek—Inside and westerly of a 
line projected from 47.5547°, -123.0289°; thence to 47.5483°, 
-123.0183°; thence to 47.5483°, -123.0300°; thence to 47.5167°, 
-123.0300°; then true west to shore.

(e))):
(i) Quilcene Bay Japanese Oyster Drill Restricted Shellfish Area: 

Inside and northeasterly of a line projected from the north breakwater 
of Herb Beck Marina at 47.8017°, -122.8665° southeasterly to the most 
westerly tip of Fisherman's Point at 47.78329°, -122.8539°.

(ii) Quilcene Bay Atlantic Oyster Drill Restricted Shellfish 
Area: Inside and northerly of a line projected easterly from the Quil-
cene Harbor Yacht Club boat ramp at 47.8035°, -122.8682° to the shore 
at 47. 8035°, -122.8450°.

(e) Point Whitney (including all portions of seawater ponds, la-
goon, and shellfish cultivation facilities): Inside and southerly of 
lines projected from 47.7619°, -122.8513°; thence to 47.7644°, 
-122.8513°; thence to 47.7644°, -122.8550°; thence to 47.7625°, 
-122.8550°.

(f) Brinnon Atlantic Oyster Drill Restricted Shellfish Area: In-
side and bounded by a line projected along the southern boundary of 
Seal Rock Campground at 47.7065°, -122.8942° easterly to 47.7066°, 
-122.8803°; thence southerly to 47.6935°, -122.8802°; thence westerly 
along the northern boundary of Dosewallips State Park to 47.6933°, 
-122.8921°; thence following the shoreline to the point of origin, en-
compassing all shorelines and inlets.

(g) Dosewallips Delta((—)): Inside and westerly of lines projec-
ted from 47.6842°, -122.8993°; thence to 47.6842°, -122.8733°; thence 
to 47.7121°, -122.8733°; thence to 47.7121°, -122.8861°.

(((f) Point Whitney (including all portions of seawater ponds, 
lagoon, and shellfish cultivation facilities)—Inside and southerly of 
lines projected from 47.7619°, -122.8513°; thence to 47.7644°, 
-122.8513°; thence to 47.7644°, -122.8550°; thence to 47.7625°, 
-122.8550°.

(g))) (h) Duckabush River Mouth((—)): Inside and westerly of a 
line projected from 47.6467°, -122.9044°; thence to 47.6319°, 
-122.9417°.

(((h) East Dabob Bay—Inside and easterly of a line projected 
from 47.8283°, -122.7997°; thence to 47.8264°, -122.8050°; thence to 
47.8131°, -122.7989°; thence to the shore at 47.8136°, -122.7958°.))

(i) Guillemot Cove((—)): South of a line extending westward from 
the shoreline at 47.6123° latitude to a point at 47.6120°, -122.9207°; 
east of a line extending southward from 47.6120°, -122.9207° to 
47.6075°, -122.9223°; north of a line extending east from 47.6075°, 
-122.9223° to the shoreline at 47.6071° latitude; west of a line ex-
tending northward from 47.6075°, -122.9223° and tracing the shoreline 
north to the point of origin.
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(j) ((Bywater Bay—Inside and northerly of a line projected true 
east from latitude 47.8819° (47°52'55"N) to the west shoreline of Hood 
Head.

(16) Henderson Inlet—South Bay—Inside and southerly of a line 
commencing at 47.1268°, -122.8412° on the west shore of Henderson In-
let, thence projected true east across Henderson Inlet to the east 
shoreline.

(17) Birch Bay—Inside and bounded by a line projected from 
48.8997°, -122.7761°; thence following the shoreline northeasterly to 
48.9105°, -122.7521°; thence to 48.9156°, -122.7586°; thence to 
48.9028°, -122.7815°; thence returning to the origin at 48.8997°, 
-122.7761°.

(18) Scow Bay (Kilisut Harbor)—Scow Bay in Kilisut Harbor south-
ward of a line from 48.0274°, -122.7039° on the east shore of Indian 
Island to 48.0274°, -122.6931° on the west shore of Marrowstone Is-
land.)) Seabeck Bay: Inside and bounded by a line projected from the 
northernmost point of Misery Point at 47.6550°, -122.8298° due east to 
47.6550°, -122.8266°; thence southerly to the entrance of Seabeck Mar-
ina at 47.6411°, -122.8288°; thence following the shoreline to the 
point of origin, encompassing all shorelines and lagoons.

(k) Anderson Cove: Inside and easterly of a line projected from 
the shoreline at 47.5661°, -122.9764° westerly to 47.5664°, 
-122.9798°; thence northeasterly to 47.5696°, -122.9777°; thence 
northeasterly to the shore at 47.5715°, -122.9708°; thence following 
the shoreline to the point of origin.

(l) Hamma Hamma Flats and Jorstad Creek: Inside and westerly of a 
line projected from 47.5547°, -123.0289°; thence to 47.5483°, 
-123.0183°; thence to 47.5483°, -123.0300°; thence to 47.5167°, 
-123.0300°; then true west to shore.

(m) Dewatto Bay: Inside and southerly of a line projected from 
47.4519°, -123.0620° northwesterly to 47.4554°, -123.0661°; thence 
southwesterly to 47.4521°, -123.0732°; thence following the shoreline 
back to the point of origin.

(n) The Great Bend to Lynch Cove: Inside and bounded southerly 
and easterly by a line projected from the western most point at Mus-
queti Point true west to the mainland.
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