
WSR 26-05-028
EXPEDITED RULES

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
[Filed February 11, 2026, 8:46 a.m.]

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: WAC 182-513-1405 
Definitions, 182-513-1410 LTC partnership policy qualifications, and 
182-513-1420 Eligibility for asset protection under a partnership pol-
icy.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: Amend health care authority (HCA) rules 
related to long-term care insurance policies by adding a reference to 
Washington state office of insurance commissioner (OIC) rules on the 
same subject matter.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: ESSB 5291 (chapter 380, Laws of 
2025) was signed into law on May 20, 2025. The bill created a new 
chapter 48.212 RCW concerning supplemental long-term care insurance. 
Supplemental long-term care insurance is a new product designed to 
provide coverage once WA Cares benefits under chapter 50B.04 RCW have 
been exhausted. OIC added new chapter 284-212 WAC (WSR 26-05-001) to 
implement the new law and to ensure all affected parties understand 
their rights and obligations. HCA is amending its long-term care part-
nership rules to add a cross-reference to the new OIC rules.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160.
Statute Being Implemented: RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: HCA, governmental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Brian Jensen, 

P.O. Box 42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, 360-725-0815; Implementation 
and Enforcement: Paige Lewis, P.O. Box 42722, Olympia, WA 98504-2722, 
360-725-0757.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited 
adoption process for these rules:

Adopts or incorporates by reference without material change fed-
eral statutes or regulations, Washington state statutes, 
rules of other Washington state agencies, shoreline master 
programs other than those programs governing shorelines of 
statewide significance, or, as referenced by Washington 
state law, national consensus codes that generally establish 
industry standards, if the material adopted or incorporated 
regulates the same subject matter and conduct as the adopt-
ing or incorporating rule.

Explanation of the Reason the Agency Believes the Expedited Rule-
Making Process is Appropriate: Expedited rule making is appropriate 
because the rule amendments add an additional cross-reference to OIC 
rules.

NOTICE
THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROC-

ESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE 
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU 
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EX-
PRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Wendy Bar-
cus, Rules Coordinator, HCA, P.O. Box 42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, 
phone 360-725-1306, fax 360-586-9727, email arc@hca.wa.gov, BEGINNING 
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February 12, 2026, 8:00 a.m., AND RECEIVED BY April 20, 2026, 11:59 
p.m.

February 11, 2026
Wendy Barcus

Rules Coordinator

RDS-6999.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-03-116, filed 1/17/17, effective 
2/17/17)

WAC 182-513-1405  Definitions.  For purposes of WAC 182-513-1400 
through 182-513-1455, the following terms have the meanings stated. 
See chapter 182-500 WAC and WAC 182-513-1100 for additional defini-
tions.

"Issuer" means any entity that delivers, issues for delivery, or 
provides coverage to, a resident of Washington, any policy that claims 
to provide asset protection under the Washington long-term care part-
nership act, chapter 48.85 RCW. As used in this chapter, issuer spe-
cifically includes insurance companies, fraternal benefit societies, 
health care service contractors, and health maintenance organizations.

"Long-term care (LTC) insurance" means a policy under chapter 
284-83 or 284-212 WAC.

"Protected assets" means assets that are designated as excluded 
or not taken into account upon determination of long-term care medic-
aid eligibility under WAC 182-513-1315. The protected or excluded 
amount is up to the dollar amount of benefits that have been paid for 
long-term care services by the qualifying long-term care partnership 
policy on the medicaid applicant's or client's behalf. The assets are 
also protected or excluded for the purposes of estate recovery under 
chapter 182-527 WAC, up to the amount of benefits paid by the qualify-
ing policy for medical and long-term care services.

"Qualified long-term care insurance partnership" means an agree-
ment between the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), and 
the health care authority (HCA) which allows for the disregard of any 
assets or resources in an amount equal to the insurance benefit pay-
ments that are made to or on behalf of a person who is a beneficiary 
under a long-term care insurance policy that has been determined by 
the Washington state insurance commission to meet the requirements of 
section 1917 (b)(1)(c)(iii) of the act. These policies are described 
in chapter 284-83 WAC.

"Reciprocity agreement" means an agreement between states ap-
proved under section 6021(b) of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, 
Public Law 109-171 (DRA) under which the states agree to provide the 
same asset protections for qualified partnership policies purchased by 
a person while residing in another state and that state has a reci-
procity agreement with the state of Washington.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-03-116, filed 1/17/17, effective 
2/17/17)

WAC 182-513-1410  LTC partnership policy qualifications.  A LTC 
partnership policy is a LTC policy that has been approved by the of-
fice of insurance commissioner as a LTC partnership policy described 
in chapter 284-83 or 284-212 WAC.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-03-116, filed 1/17/17, effective 
2/17/17)

WAC 182-513-1420  Eligibility for asset protection under a part-
nership policy.  (1) The LTC partnership policy must meet all the re-
quirements in chapter 284-83 or 284-212 WAC. For existing LTC policies 
which are converted to a LTC partnership policy via an exchange or 
through the addition of a policy rider or endorsement, the conversion 
must take place on or after December 1, 2011 unless the policy is pay-
ing out benefits at the time the policy is exchanged.

(2) You meet all applicable eligible requirements for LTC medic-
aid and:

(a) Your LTC partnership policy benefits have been exhausted and 
you are in need of LTC services.

(b) Your LTC partnership policy is not exhausted and is:
(i) Covering all costs in a medical institution and you are still 

in need for medicaid; or
(ii) Covering a portion of the LTC costs under your LTC partner-

ship policy but does not meet all of your LTC needs.
(c) At the time of your LTC partnership policy has paid out more 

benefits than you have designated as protected. In this situation your 
estate can designate additional assets to be excluded from the estate 
recovery process up to the dollar amount the LTC partnership policy 
has paid out.
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