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PERMANENT RULES

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
[Filed February 20, 2026, 12:43 p.m., effective August 18, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: August 18, 2026.
Purpose: This rule-making order establishes chapter 16-476 WAC, 

Firewood exterior quarantine. This chapter establishes an exterior 
quarantine regulating the transportation of firewood into Washington 
state.

The purpose of this rule is to prevent the introduction and 
spread of invasive plant pests, plant diseases, and bee pests that can 
be transported on or inside untreated firewood. These pests including, 
but not limited to, emerald ash borer, spongy moth, Asian longhorned 
beetle, pinewood nematode, spotted lanternfly, and other harmful or-
ganisms, pose a serious threat to Washington's forests, agriculture, 
and environment.

This rule prohibits the transportation of untreated firewood from 
outside of Washington into the state for sale or use and establishes 
treatment, labeling, documentation, and recordkeeping requirements for 
firewood that is imported. Firewood imported into Washington must be 
heat-treated to a minimum wood core temperature of 71°C (160°F) for at 
least 60 minutes or receive an equivalent department-approved treat-
ment, and must be labeled to show its source and display the statement 
"Approved Pest Free."

The rule also clarifies the scope of the quarantine by excluding 
firewood harvested and remaining within Washington, processed wood 
products such as pellets or compressed wood bricks, and logs or wood 
products transported for industrial uses such as: Sawmills, pulp and 
paper mills, and biomass or wood composite facilities. Enforcement 
provisions include civil penalties of up to $5,000 per violation and 
the authority for the Washington state department of agriculture to 
impound noncompliant firewood under RCW 17.24.091.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: New WAC 16-476-001, 
16-476-002, 16-476-003, and 16-476-004.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 17.24.041 and 17.24.011.
Other Authority: Chapter 17.24 RCW.
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 26-01-172 on December 22, 2025.
Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-

ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 4, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: February 20, 2026.
Derek I. Sandison

Director
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RDS-6832.2

Chapter 16-476 WAC
FIREWOOD EXTERIOR QUARANTINE

NEW SECTION
WAC 16-476-001  Establishing an exterior quarantine for firewood. 

Pursuant to chapter 17.24 RCW, a quarantine is established to protect 
the state of Washington from the introduction of plant pests, includ-
ing plant diseases, and bee pests transported on firewood from outside 
the state.

The movement of firewood containing plant pests and bee pests 
poses a threat to Washington's forests, agriculture, and environment. 
Eggs, larvae, and adult stages of many invasive insect pests can be 
carried on or inside firewood and are easily spread when firewood is 
moved from one location to another. Introductions of these invasive 
insect pests have destroyed forests and crops and are costly to con-
trol. Invasive plant pests that may be transported through firewood 
include emerald ash borer, spongy moth, Asian longhorned beetle, spot-
ted lanternfly, pine wood nematode, Sirex woodwasp, Japanese cedar 
longhorn beetle, and other insects and organisms that can directly or 
indirectly injure or cause disease or damage in plants or parts of 
plants or in processed, manufactured, or other products of plants, or 
that can be considered bee pests. The director of the department has 
determined that it is necessary to establish a quarantine to prevent 
the introduction of plant pests and bee pests to protect the environ-
mental quality, forests, floriculture, and agricultural crops of the 
state of Washington.

No person shall transport, by any means, untreated firewood into 
the state of Washington, for sale or use within the state, from any 
location outside of the state.

This quarantine and the requirements set forth in this rule do 
not apply to firewood harvested and remaining within Washington state, 
compressed wood bricks, pellets, and other processed wood products 
used for fuel wood uses such as home heating or campfires, and any 
nonfirewood product or logs for industrial use, such as sawlogs, pulp-
wood, or wood chips being transported to facilities for processing in-
to lumber, paper, or manufactured wood products.

NEW SECTION
WAC 16-476-002  Definitions.  The definitions set forth in this 

section shall apply throughout this chapter, unless the context other-
wise requires:

(1) "Approved Pest Free" is a labeling standard for firewood har-
vested outside of Washington state that complies with the provisions 
of WAC 16-476-003. When firewood is harvested outside of Washington 
state and is treated in compliance with WAC 16-476-003, it must be la-
beled "Approved Pest Free" in order to be transported into the state.
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(2) "Department" means the Washington state department of agri-
culture.

(3) "Firewood" means all wood of any species, cut or not cut, 
split or not split, regardless of length which is:

(a) In a form and size appropriate for use as a fuel; or
(b) Which is destined for use as fuel. Firewood shall not include 

kiln dried dimensional lumber, and wood that has been chipped to a 
maximum piece size that is no greater than 1-inch in 2-dimensions. 
Firewood shall not include logs or wood being transported to or pos-
sessed by the following operations and facilities, for use in their 
primary manufacturing process:

(i) Sawmill for dimensional lumber;
(ii) Pulp and/or paper mills;
(iii) Wood pellet manufacturing facilities;
(iv) Plywood manufacturing facilities;
(v) Wood biomass-using refineries or power plants; and
(vi) Reconstituted wood or wood composite product manufacturing 

plants.
(4) "Firewood provider" means any person, including a business, 

that produces firewood for sale, supplies it, or sells firewood.
(5) "Person" means a natural person, individual, firm, partner-

ship, corporation, company, society, or association, and every offi-
cer, agent, or employee of any of these entities.

(6) "Phytosanitary certificate" means a certificate issued by a 
government agency under authority of state or federal statute, which 
declares or establishes the pest status of a shipment of plants or 
plant parts under accepted inspection or sampling procedures. Phytosa-
nitary certificates are patterned after model certificates of the In-
ternational Pest Protection Convention.

(7) "Plant pest" means a living stage of an insect, mite, nema-
tode, slug, snail, or protozoa, or other invertebrate animal, bacte-
ria, fungus, or parasitic plant, or their reproductive parts, or viru-
ses, or an organism similar to or allied with any of the foregoing 
plant pests, including a genetically engineered organism, or an infec-
tious substance that can directly or indirectly injure or cause dis-
ease or damage in plants or parts of plants or in processed, manufac-
tured, or other products of plants.

(8) "Source" means the state from which the firewood was harves-
ted.

(9) "Untreated firewood" means any firewood that has not been 
treated in accordance with the provisions of WAC 16-476-003.

NEW SECTION
WAC 16-476-003  Treatment and labeling requirements for firewood 

imported into Washington state.  (1) In order to be transported into 
Washington state, firewood from outside Washington state must be heat 
treated to a minimum wood core temperature of 71°C (160°F) for at 
least 60 minutes or equivalent treatment as approved by the depart-
ment. Air drying of firewood is insufficient and is not approved by 
the department. Post treatment firewood must be stored in a manner to 
minimize potential reinfestation by plant and bee pests.

(2) Firewood that meets the standard in subsection (1) of this 
section may be transported into Washington state if accompanied by a 
label that fully states:
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(a) The source of the firewood; and
(b) Includes the statement "Approved Pest Free."
(3) Providers of "Approved Pest Free" firewood shall maintain, 

for at least two years from the date of treatment, records that docu-
ment the source of the wood, the treatment method, date of treatment, 
and the volume of firewood treated. When requested, providers of "Ap-
proved Pest Free" firewood shall provide such records to the depart-
ment at no cost. Official phytosanitary certificates from a firewood 
provider's state department of agriculture or official equivalent may 
be used to verify the treatment method and volumes of treated firewood 
produced.

(4) Packaged firewood that has been certified by USDA may also be 
transported into Washington state. This firewood must be labeled to 
clearly show it is certified by USDA, as well as contain the produc-
er's name and address.

NEW SECTION
WAC 16-476-004  Violations.  (1) Violators are subject to civil 

penalties of up to $5,000, per violation, as provided by RCW 
17.24.141. Each violation shall be a separate and distinct offense.

(2) If upon inspection, the department finds that firewood is be-
ing held or transported in violation of this rule, the department 
shall notify the owner that a violation of this chapter exists. The 
director may impound or order impounding the firewood in such a manner 
as may be necessary to prevent the threat of infestation pursuant to 
RCW 17.24.091.
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