Washington State Register WSR 26-07-058

WSR 26-07-058
PROPOSED RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES
[Filed March 17, 2026, 11:35 a.m.]

Original Notice.

Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 25-23-001.

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Chapter 110-50
WAC, Child welfare.

The partnership, prevention, and services division is revising
the receiving care and behavioral rehabilitation services (BRS) pro-
gram sections in chapter 110-50 WAC to comply with the D.S. Settlement
Agreement, provide additional clarity, and to align with current prac-
tice. The WAC will also be retitled, reorganized, and redundancy re-
moved to provide additional clarity on the service requirements.

The following section in chapter 110-50 WAC, Child welfare, will
be created: WAC 110-50-0205 Definitions for the BRS program.

The following sections in chapter 110-50 WAC, Child welfare, will
be amended: WAC 110-50-0110 Requirements for using receiving care fos-
ter homes, 110-50-0120 Designation of receiving care foster homes,
110-50-0130 Number of licensed receiving care foster homes,
110-50-0140 Limitations on the length of stay in receiving care foster
homes, 110-50-0210 Serving children or youth through the BRS program,
110-50-0220 Removing children or youth from BRS placements, and
110-50-0420 Definitions for foster care rate assessment (FCRA).

The following sections in chapter 110-50 WAC, Child welfare, will
be repealed: WAC 110-50-0150 What are the rates for reimbursement to
receiving home providers?, and 110-50-0160 How are rates authorized
for reimbursement to receiving home providers?

Hearing Location(s): On April 21, 2026, telephonic. Comments can
be made by calling 360-972-5385 and leaving a voicemail that includes
the comment, emailing the rules coordinator, or submitting comments to
the online comment application linked below. All comments must be re-
ceived by the date and time listed below.

Date of Intended Adoption: April 22, 2026.

Submit Written Comments to: Department of children, youth, and
families (DCYF) rules coordinator, email
dcyf.rulescoordinator@dcyf.wa.gov, web https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/
practice/policy-laws-rules/rul-making/participate/online [https://
www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/policy-laws-rules/rule-making/participate/
online], beginning 8:00 a.m., by 11:59 p.m. on April 21, 2026.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact DCYF rules co-
ordinator, email dcyf.rulescoordinator@dcyf.wa.gov, relay users dial
711, by April 11, 2026.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including
Any Changes in Existing Rules: This rule making will allow DCYF to be
compliant with the D.S. Settlement Agreement.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: See purpose.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 74.13.031.

Rule is necessary because of federal court decision, D.S. vs.
Washington State Department of Children, Youth, and Families, No.
2:21-cv-00113-BJR (W.D. Wash. 2021).

Name of Proponent: DCYF, governmental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Christine
Domes, Olympia, 360-391-5692; Implementation and Enforcement: DCYF,
statewide.
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A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under

RCW 28A.305.135.

DCYF

A cost-benefit analysis is not required under RCW 34.05.328.

is not among the agencies listed as required to comply with RCW

34.05.328

(5) [(a)](1).

2026

Brenda Villarreal
Rules Coordinator

is exempt from
March 17,

as the rules relate only to in-

or portions of the proposal,

ternal governmental operations that are not subject to vio-

lation by a nongovernment party.
Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(4).

Scope of exemption for rule proposal
Is fully exempt.

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(3)

This rule proposal,
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal

RDS-7032.2

RECEIVING CARE FOSTER HOMES

effective

filed 6/29/18,

(Amending WSR 18-14-078,

AMENDATORY SECTION

7/1/18)

( (Whatare the standards for use and reimburse—

WAC 110-50-0110

ment—of reeceiving home—eare?)) Requirements for using receiving care

foster homes.
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The department will place children or youth in 1i-

censed receiving care foster homes on a temporary or emergent basis
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Provide time to develop a placement plan.

(1) Allow for stabilization;

(2)
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-50-0120 ((What—afe—the—types—ef—reeeiviﬁg—hemes—aﬁd—what
ehildren are served—inthem?)) De31qnatlon of rece1v1nq care foster

homes.

meedeatty—intensivebbb—programr—)) (1) The department or department—

contracted providers will designate licensed foster homes to provide
temporary or emergent placements to children and youth in the place-
ment and care authority of the department.

(2) Designated receiving care foster homes must meet the training
regquirements in their contract.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-50-0130 ((Whe—deeides—eﬂ—the—ﬁumber—ef—feeeiviﬂg—hemes
ﬁeeded—iﬁ—aﬁ—afeaﬂ)) Number of llcensed rece1v1nq care foster homes.

P —~

2 2 o o a r +1h e = 1
TV Iy ITomc o 1T A\ W W R s iy CIT T \jJ_ULl(_A.J. OO

graphiecat—areas~)) The department will determine the number of receiv-
ing care foster homes based on regional need and availability.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-50-0140 ((Hew—%eﬂg—may—a—ehi}d—stay—iﬂ—a—feeeiviﬁg

home?)) Limitations on the length of stay in receiving care foster

homes. ( (H—TFhe—department—timits—aehitd' s mosadmumlength—of stay

EIE N P NP NE I T 2 I~ S NN LY
T T CCCTv g iomc,

. 3 h of : 3 e SRy

£ £4 P PR S Aoszer gvenae 9] o g e b
[ S N S IT TS — A C IV \_A(_A._Yn_) b/ - L./J_(_A.\_/ TTT T1T T e

- : g ; 1 It 1 i . i .
n AT Z SN~ o Szt A oo nao £ P S T e I P ot sz 9 oo - 1lacocaonrnand g Tz £~
T lll(_A._Y (_A.b/r/J.UV Fa Y™ TThO 1T UTTS A (&Y A\ i R S Sy W =) QL_LA._Y LT (&Y [ S >y TS A8 J.LAIL[J.J._Y EER Wy
+ +r - oA —~ 4 2N oo 1Szl ey N e EVNENE szeana  + 1 1 34ma + o ot o~ A EEESN
T - TITOUTIT b/LAJ.\_A aC (&Y - Ay J.VJ.Ll\j APy @ g =y T Py _YULL\_A CTT [ S N N Sy S CUTTICTITIT A8 LT
Ses +eor—+ r—ef+this—seetions)) The department may authorize chil-
d vouth to be placed in receiving foster homes for:

Up to 15 nights at initial placement; or
More than 15 nights with an approved extension.
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BEHAVIOR REHABILITATION SERVICES (BRS) PROGRAM

NEW SECTION

WAC 110-50-0205 Definitions for the BRS program. The following
definitions apply to the BRS program:

"Behavior rehabilitation services (BRS)" means short-term inten-
sive wraparound support and therapeutic programs offered in an array
of settings for children and youth with high level service needs used
to:

(1) Safely stabilize them;

(2) Coordinate multiple systems; and

(3) Safely move them to permanency or less intensive services.

"Department" means the Washington state department of children,
youth, and families.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-50-0210 ((Whenmay—the department serveachildthrough
a—behavior rehabilitation serviecesprogram?)) Serving children or
youth through the BRS program. ((#+))) The department may:

(1) Serve ((a—ehitd)) children or youth through the ( (behavier
rehabilitation serviees—{BRS))) BRS program ((eaty)) when ((the—EA—se
etat—workerhas—assessed) )

(a) They assess the ((ehidtd'ls)) children's or youth's and fami-
1ly's needs ((and—determined—that—rehabilitative) ),

(b) Determine that the services offered through BRS are necessa-
ry; and ((hat—this))

(c) BRS is the most appropriate placement for the ((ehitd=s))
children or youth; and

(2) ((Fhe—department—may—onty)) Provide financial support for ((=
ehitels)) children's or youth's BRS ((praeemernt)) when ((EheCA—soeial
worker—has—determined) )

(a) They determlne thlS level of ((eare—3s)) services are neces-
Sary( ( thc t/J.(_A\_/ClllCLLt J.u_) J.J.l (_A lJ.\_/CLl\_)Cd \JJ. CCrtJ.fJ.Cd huulc \JJ. facilitj{,
+ 1 <z A + o ) ) and
CTT L./J.UVJ.\_A J. lll L_u_) r

(b) Providers:

(i) Meet the department's qualifications((+)); and ((he—depart—
meﬁ%—has))

(ii) Are contracted with the ((previder)) department for ((Ehat
sersviee)) BRS.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-50-0220 ((What—is—thedepartment'sauthority to removea

i35 2) ) Removing
children or youth from BRS placements. The department has ((¥ke)) au-

thority to remove ( (the—ehitdafteratteast—Sseventy—twohouvrs——rmetice
) A ENEN tz Tgo o ) ]
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praecement—)) children or youth from BRS placements:

(1) Five calendar days after providing the notice to the provider
in nonemergent situations.

(2) Without notice:

(a) In emergent situations; or

(b) When courts issue orders changing children's or vouth's
placements.

CHILD PLACING AGENCY (CPA) REQUIREMENTS

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-18-052, filed 8/28/24, effective
9/28/24)

WAC 110-50-0420 Definitions for foster care rate assessment
(FCRA). The following definitions apply to foster care rate assess-
ments (FCRA) :

"Behavior rehabilitation services (BRS)" (( " "Y) means ( (=&
temporary—wrap—areound)) short-term intensive wraparound support and
( (Erectment—program)) Lherapeutic programs offered in an array of set-
tings for children and youth with ((esxtremes)) high level service
needs ((#)) used to:

(a) Safely stabilize them;

(b) Coordinate multiple systems; and ( (assist—themin—achieving—a
permanent—ptan) )

(c) Safely move them to permanency or less intensive services.

"Child placing ((agerey)) agencies (CPAs)" means ((amr—agepey—or
£¥ibe)) agencies or tribes licensed to place children for foster care
or adoption and may be contracted by the department to provide profes-
sional therapeutic foster care (PTFC) services.

"Department" ((ex—"BE¥F")) means the Washington state department
of children, youth, and families.

"Foster care" means the placement of children or youth by
((PEeX¥F)) the department or licensed child placing agencies in homes or
facilities licensed or certified ((purswant—te)) as outlined in chap-
ter 74.15 RCW or in homes or facilities that are not required to be
licensed ((pursuwant—+te)) as outlined in chapter 74.15 RCW.

"Foster homes" or "foster ((family heme)) parents" means individ-
uals licensed through chapter 110-148 WAC to regularly provide a 24-
hour care in their home to children or youth.

Certified on 3/26/2026 [ 5] WSR 26-07-058
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"Licensed health care provider" means ((&)) medical doctors
((MB))), doctors of osteopathy ((4P8))), doctors of naturopathy
((NB)¥)), physician's assistants ((4PA})), or ((=x)) advanced regis-
tered nurse practitioners ((HARNE})).

"Licensing division (ID)" ((ex—"EP")) means the division ((ef))
in the department ( (ef—ehitdren;—vyouvth—andFfamities—+that licenses—and

P R I R,
child safety and well-being through licensing, monitoring, compliance,
investigations, and technical assistance to individuals and agencies
that provide direct care for children and youth outside the care of
their parents or guardians.

"Relatives" means the same as defined in RCW 13.36.020(5), de-
scribed in RCW 74.15.020(2) and 11.130.010(32), or caregivers of Indi-
an children or youth who are defined by tribal code or custom as rela-
tives or extended family.

"Suitable persons" means nonrelatives with whom the child or
youth, or the child's or youth's family, has a preexisting relation-
ship; who has completed all required criminal history background
checks and otherwise appears to be suitable and competent to provide
care for the child or youth, and with whom they have been placed

( (porswant—*te) ), per RCW 13.34.130.

cas 7 A
he—agtherity ofchapter—74-315RCW)) that supports

o i Al
orrioCT C

REPEALER

The following section of the Washington Administrative Code 1is
repealed:

WAC 110-50-0150 What are the rates for reimbursement to
receiving home providers?
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