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PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-10—Filed April 22, 2026, 10:13 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of fish and wild-
life (department) 1is seeking to update hunting rules to improve their
enforceability, and to clarify and amend certain rules so that they
are better understood by the public.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, and 77.12.047.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The department is seeking amendments for the follow-
ing reasons: Some hunting rules are vague and lack enforceability,
making them difficult for the public to understand and follow. By im-
plementing these rule changes, the department will be able to improve
the clarity and understanding of these regulations to gain greater
public compliance with the hunting laws. Improved compliance will
yield better outcomes for wildlife resources.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: Agency study.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Scott Bird, 1111 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA 98504,
phone 855-925-2801, project code 7710, TTY 360-902-2349, TTY
1-800-833-6388 or 711, email
2026huntingimprovementcr-101l@publicinput.com, website https://
engage.wdfw.wa.gov/2026huntingimprovementcr-101 or https://
wdfw.wa.gov/about/regulations/development.

April 22, 2026
Scott Bird
Rules Coordinator
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