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WSR 26-11-003
PERMANENT RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-68—Filed May 7, 2026, 10:54 a.m., effective June 7, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.

Purpose: This rule-making project combines regulatory changes re-
quired by passage of SSB 5076 during the 2025 legislative session and
administrative rule changes proposed by the department of fish and
wildlife (department). SSB 5076 authorizes the conversion of Puget
Sound commercial shrimp trawl licenses to the newly created Puget
Sound commercial nonspot shrimp pot license. The legislation also es-
tablishes provisions related to: Harvest allocation; mandatory conver-
sion of trawl licenses to nonspot pot licenses upon transfer; modifi-
cations to alternate operator requirements; modifications to harvest
restrictions; and the creation of an alternative gear development
process through a director's permit. The department's proposed admin-
istrative updates to chapters 220-320 and 220-340 WAC streamline and
clarify existing rules and ensure they reflect current management and
enforcement practices.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: New WAC 220-340-015
Shellfish—General definitions, 220-340-421 Coastal commercial crab
fishery—Unlawful acts, 220-340-422 Puget Sound commercial crab fish-
ery—Unlawful acts, 220-340-431 Puget Sound commercial crab fishery—
Gear requirements, and 220-340-525 Commercial nonspot shrimp pot fish-
ery—Puget Sound; and amending WAC 220-320-110 Commercial crab geo-
graphic management units—Puget Sound, 220-340-030 Shellfish harvest
logs, 220-340-060 Commercial shellfish pot gear—Escape mechanism re-
quired, 220-340-420 General commercial crab fishery—Unlawful acts,
220-340-430 Commercial crab fishery—Gear requirements (coastal),
220-340-435 Commercial crab fishery—Shellfish pot requirements,
220-340-460 Commercial crab fishery—Coastal Dungeness crab logbook
requirements, 220-340-520 Commercial spot shrimp pot fishery—Puget
Sound, 220-340-530 Commercial shrimp trawl fishery—Puget Sound, and
220-352-035 Completion, submission, distribution, and retention of
copies of nontreaty fish receiving tickets.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013,
77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.12.020, 77.12.047, 77.12.320, 77.32.050,
77.32.070, 77.32.090, and 77.65.220.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 26-04-129 on February 4, 2026.

Changes Other than Editing from Proposed to Adopted Version:

WAC 220-340-520 Commercial spot shrimp pot fishery—Puget Sound 1li-
cense, adjustments:

. A grammatical error was identified through public comment in sub-
section (4) (c). The corrected section reads, "Buoys brands for
buoys designating gear used in the spot shrimp fishery must be
prefaced with an "S" (i.e., "S-0000")."

. Verbal public comment identified a gap in our commercial spot
shrimp pot mesh measurement descriptions for knotted and knotless
mesh. The updated language improves clarity for harvesters and
strengthens enforceability.

WAC 220-340-525 Commercial nonspot shrimp pot fishery—Puget Sound 1li-
cense, adjustments:
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. Verbal public comment identified a gap in our commercial nonspot
shrimp pot mesh measurement descriptions for knotted and knotless
mesh. The updated language improves clarity for harvesters and
strengthens enforceability.

. Verbal public comment requested an update to the harvest restric-
tions for same day harvest of spot and nonspot shrimp following
the transition to electronic fish tickets in 2022. After evaluat-
ing the request, managers determined that the information collec-
ted via electronic fish tickets (including specific time and de-
tailed location of landings), combined with existing required
harvester declarations, sufficiently addresses the enforcement
and compliance concerns that originally led to the prohibition on
same day harvest. The updated language reflects this by allowing
same day harvest of spot and nonspot shrimp, contingent upon com-
pleting all spot shrimp landings before commencing nonspot har-
vest.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 5,
Amended 10, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Date Adopted: April 17, 2026.

James R. Anderson, Chair

Fish and Wildlife Commission

RDS-6977.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-08-048, filed 3/31/22, effective
5/1/22)

WAC 220-320-110 Commercial crab geographical management units—
Puget Sound. For purposes of crab harvest management, Puget Sound
commercial crab uses a hierarchy of geographical management units con-
sisting of region, subregion, Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and
Catch Reporting Area (catch area), and subarea. This section defines
these units.

(1) The following areas are defined as Puget Sound Crab Manage-
ment Regions and Subregions:

(a) Region 1 - (North Puget Sound): All waters of Catch Areas
(see WAC 220-301-040) 20A, 20B, 21A, 21B, 22A, and 22B.
(b) Region 2-East (2E) - (Eastern Central Puget Sound): All wa-

ters of Catch Areas 24A, 24B, 24C, 24D, and Subarea 26A-E (subareas
defined in subsection (2) of this section).

Certified on 5/28/2026 [ 2 ] WSR 26-11-003



Washington State Register WSR 26-11-003

(c) Region 2-West (2W) - (Western Central Puget Sound): All wa-
ters of Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas
25B, 25D, and Subarea 26A-W.

(d) Region 3: All waters within Catch Areas 23A, 23B, 23C, 23D,
25A, 25E, and 29.

(1) Subregion 3-1 - (Eastern Strait of Juan de Fuca): All waters
of Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas 23A and
23B.

(ii) Subregion 3-2 - (Southeastern Strait of Juan de Fuca): All
waters of Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas
23D, 25A, and 25E.

(iii) Subregion 3-3 - (Central Strait of Juan de Fuca): All wa-
ters of Subarea 23C-East.

(iv) Subregion 3-4 - (Western Strait of Juan de Fuca): All waters
of Subarea 23C-West and Catch Area 29.

(e) Region 4 - (Southern Central Puget Sound): All waters of
Catch Areas 26B and 26C.

(f) Region 5 - (Hood Canal): All waters of Catch Areas 25C, 273,
27B, and 27C.

(g) Region 6 - (((Sewth Puget—Seund)) Tacoma/Vashon Island): All
waters of Catch ((Areas—26b—28A—28B—28c—and—28B)) Area 26D.

(h) Region 7 - (South Puget Sound): All waters of Catch Areas

287, 28B, 28C, and 28D.

(2) The following areas are defined as Puget Sound Commercial
Crab Subareas: For purposes of Puget Sound Crab harvest allocation,
fishing season, and catch reporting, Marine Fish-Shellfish Management
and Catch Reporting Areas (catch areas; WAC 220-301-040) are modified
as follows:

(a) Catch Area 23C 1is divided into two subareas:

(i) Crab Subarea 23C-East (23C-E): All waters of Puget Sound
westerly of a line true north from Ediz Hook Light (48.1400°,
-123.4025°) to the International Boundary; and easterly of a line pro-
jected true north from Low Point (48.1608°, -123.8268°).

(ii) Crab Subarea 23C-West (23C-W): All waters of Puget Sound
westerly of a line true north from Low Point (48.1608°, -123.8268°) to
the International Boundary; and easterly of a line projected true
north from the mouth of the Sekiu River (48.2878°, -124.3954°).

(b) Catch Area 26A is divided into two crab subareas:

(1) Crab Subarea 26A-East (26A-E): All waters of Puget Sound
south of a line from Sandy Point (on Whidbey Island; 48.0342°,
-122.3764°) to Camano Head (48.0570°, -122.3580°) and from Camano Head
to the northern tip of Gedney (Hat) Island (48.0215°, -122.3274°), and
from the southern tip of Gedney (Hat) Island (48.0048°, -122.3580°)
east to the mainland (to near the northern end of the Everett 10th St.
Marina, 48.0048°, -122.2219°), and north and east of a line that ex-
tends from the southern tip of Possession Point (47.9061°, -122.3846°)
to the shipwreck located 0.8 nautical miles north of Picnic Point
(47.8931°, -122.3286°) on the opposite shore.

(ii) Crab Subarea 26A-West (26A-W): All waters of Puget Sound
south and east of a line from Foulweather Bluff (47.9392°, -122.6139°)
to Double Bluff (47.9677°, -122.5460°), and northerly of a line from
Apple Cove Point (47.8146°, -122.4834°) to Point Edwards (47.8027°,
-122.3943°), and south and west of a line that extends from the south-
ern tip of Possession Point (47.9061°, -122.3846°) to the shipwreck
located 0.8 nautical miles north of Picnic Point (47.8931°,
-122.3286°) .
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RDS-6982.1

NEW SECTION

WAC 220-340-015 Shellfish—General definitions. (1) Crab pot is
defined as a shellfish pot, as described in WAC 220-320-040, modified
to comply with all pursuant regulations to harvest Dungeness crab, as
provided for in WAC 220-340-435.

(2) Shrimp pot is defined as a shellfish pot, as described in WAC
220-320-040, modified to comply with all pursuant regulations to har-
vest spot shrimp, as provided for in WAC 220-340-510 and 220-340-520,
or species of the nonspot species complex, as provided for in WAC
220-340-525.

(3) Pot liner is defined as any additional mesh material, over-
laid or underlaid on a shellfish pot, to reduce the initial mesh size
of the pot.

(4) Terminal chamber is defined as the section of a multicham-
bered shrimp pot from which an entrapped organism cannot move into an-
other baited or unbaited section while staying within the confines of
the pot.

(5) Entry tunnel is defined as a tapered entrance designed to fa-
cilitate entry into and impede exit from a single or multichambered
shellfish pot, as described in WAC 220-320-040, 220-340-520, and
220-340-525.

(6) Logbook is defined as a record of catch, effort, conditions,
and/or locations that contributed to the harvest of commercial shell-
fish recorded at the time of harvest by a commercially licensed fish-
er. Logbooks may be recorded on paper or electronic forms.

(7) Buoy brand, as required in WAC 220-353-020, 220-340-430,
220-340-520, and 220-340-525, is defined as a unique identification
comprised of numbers, letters, and/or special characters approved, and
registered with the department that is visibly marked, labeled, or
branded into the surface buoys of fixed gear shellfish fishery gear
that is left unattended.

(8) Barging, as permitted in WAC 220-340-421 and 220-340-422, 1is
defined the act of deploying crab pots for the purposes of commercial
fishing from a vessel not designated on the coastal commercial crab or
Puget Sound license associated with the operator or alternate operator
of the gear being deployed.

RDS-6968.2

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-22-110, filed 10/31/23, effective
12/1/23)

WAC 220-340-030 Shellfish harvest logs. (1) Logbook require-
ment: It is unlawful for any vessel operator engaged in the commercial
harvest of crawfish, sea cucumber, sea urchin, scallop, shrimp, or
squid to fail to obtain and accurately and completely maintain the ap-
propriate harvest log available from the Washington department of fish
and wildlife. It is unlawful for any license holder engaged in commer-
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cial sand shrimp fishing or operator of mechanical clam digging device
to fail to obtain and accurately and completely maintain the appropri-
ate harvest log available from the Washington department of fish and
wildlife.

(2) Logbook maintenance: It is unlawful for any harvest vessel
operator or license holder engaged in harvest as described in subsec-
tion (1) of this section, to fail to maintain the required harvest
log: Aboard the vessel; at the harvest site; when crawfish, sea cucum-
bers, sea urchins, shrimp, squid, scallops, or clams ((—er—sSand
shrimp)) are aboard during transit of a harvest vessel, or are in pos-
session of the license holder.

(3) Logbook submission and retention: It is unlawful for the ves-
sel operator or license holder, engaged in harvest as described in
subsection (1) of this section, to fail to submit harvest logs for in-
spection upon request by department of fish and wildlife officers or
authorized employees.

(4) It is unlawful for any vessel operator or license holder, en-
gaged in harvest as described in subsection (1) of this section, to
fail to comply with the following methods of logbook submittal and
time frames related to harvest logbook submittal:

(a) Completed harvest logs for crawfish, coastal ocean pink
shrimp, sea cucumber, sea urchin, scallop, Puget Sound shrimp pot
((amd) ), Puget Sound shrimp trawl, Puget Sound nonspot shrimp pot, and
squid must be received by the department within 10 days following any
calendar month in which fishing occurred; however, vessel operators or
license holders may submit logs directly to authorized department em-
ployees.

(b) Vessel operators or license holders responsible for submit-
ting logs to the department, as described in subsection (1) of this
section, must maintain a copy of all submitted logs for a period of
three years following the harvest activity. Copies of harvest logs,
which are required to be maintained, must be available for inspection
upon request by department of fish and wildlife officers and author-
ized employees.

(c) Original harvest logs must be maintained and submitted in as-
cending consecutive order of the log serial number.

(5) It is unlawful for any vessel operator or license holder, en-
gaged in harvest as described in subsection (1) of this section, to
fail to send completed harvest logs to the appropriate following mail-
ing address, except as provided for in subsection (4) (a) of this sec-
tion.

For Puget Sound Shrimp Pot ((amd))_, Puget Sound Shrimp Trawl, and
Puget Sound Nonspot Shrimp Pot Harvest Logbooks:

ATTN: PUGET SOUND SHRIMP HARVEST MANAGER

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

375 Hudson St.

Port Townsend, WA 98368.

For Coastal Shrimp Harvest Logbooks:

ATTN: COASTAL SHRIMP HARVEST MANAGER
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
48 Devonshire Rd.

Montesano, WA 98563.

For Crawfish Harvest Logbooks:
ATTN: FISH PROGRAM - CRAWFISH HARVEST MANAGER
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
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P.0O. Box 43150
Olympia, WA 98504-3150.

For Sea Urchin and Sea Cucumber Harvest Logbooks:

ATTN: FISH PROGRAM - SEA URCHIN/SEA CUCUMBER HARVEST MANAGER
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

P.0O. Box 43150

Olympia, WA 98504-3150.

For Clam (harvest with mechanical digging devices) Harvest Log-
books:

ATTN: FISH PROGRAM - GEODUCK HARVEST MANAGER

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

P.0O. Box 43150

Olympia, WA 98504-3150.

For Scallop Harvest Logbooks:

ATTN: FISH PROGRAM - SCALLOP HARVEST MANAGER
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
P.0O. Box 43150

Olympia, WA 98504-3150.

For Squid (Coastal waters) Harvest Logbooks:

ATTN: FISH PROGRAM - COASTAL SQUID HARVEST MANAGER
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

P.0O. Box 43150

Olympia, WA 98504-3150.

For Squid (Puget Sound waters) Harvest Logbooks:
ATTN: PUGET SOUND SQUID HARVEST MANAGER
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

375 Hudson St.

Port Townsend, WA 98368.

For Coastal Sand Shrimp Harvest Logbooks:

ATTN: COASTAL SAND SHRIMP HARVEST MANAGER

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
P.0O. Box 190

Ocean Park, WA 98640-0190.

For Puget Sound Sand Shrimp Harvest Logbooks:
ATTN: PUGET SOUND SAND SHRIMP HARVEST MANAGER
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
375 Hudson St.

Port Townsend, WA 98368.

(6) It is unlawful for any harvest vessel operator or license
holder engaged in harvest as described in subsection (1) of this sec-
tion to fail to permanently and legibly record in ink the following
information within the following time frames:

(a) Crawfish:

(1) Before leaving the catch area where harvest occurred, record
the vessel Washington department of fish and wildlife boat registra-
tion number, number of pots pulled, date pulled, soak time, and gear
location; and

(ii) Immediately after delivery of shellfish to an original re-
ceiver, record the weight of all shellfish.

(b) Puget Sound shrimp trawl gear:

(1) Before commencing a new tow or prior to leaving the site
where the catch was taken, record the vessel name, current date of
fishing activity, location fished, trawl width, depth fished, latitude
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and longitude to the nearest hundredth of a minute at the beginning of
each tow, tow speed, duration of tow, and estimated weight of shrimp
of each species caught for each tow.

(ii) Immediately after delivery of shrimp to an original receiver
or the submission of a fish receiving ticket, if the operator holds a
wholesale fish dealer's license and is the original receiver, record
the fish receiving ticket number.

(c) Puget Sound shrimp pot:

(1) Prior to leaving the harvest site, the name of vessel opera-
tor, license number, the vessel's Washington department of fish and
wildlife boat registration number, buoy brand, date, phone number, pot
mesh size, pull date, groundline length, number of pots pulled, depth
fished, soak time, gear location (including latitude and longitude to
the nearest hundredth of a minute), Shrimp Management Unit fished (re-
gion, subregion, catch area, subarea), species targeted, sorted catch
estimates, and weight(s) in pounds of catch. A separate weight for
each species caught and retained must be recorded. Any time that gear
is deploved the location must be recorded. For pots deployed on a
groundline, the start location for each string must be provided.

(1i) TImmediately after delivery of shrimp to an original receiv-
er, record the fish receiving ticket number.

(d) Puget Sound nonspot shrimp pot:

(1) Prior to leaving the harvest site, the name of vessel opera-
tor, license number, the vessel's Washington department of fish and
wildlife boat registration number, buoy brand, date, phone number, pot
mesh size, pull date, groundline length, number of pots pulled, depth
fished, soak time, gear location (including latitude and longitude to
the nearest hundredth of a minute), Shrimp Management Unit fished (re-
gion, subregion, catch area, subarea), species targeted, sorted catch
estimates, and weight(s) in pounds of catch. A separate weight for
each species caught and retained must be recorded. Any time that gear
is deploved the location must be recorded. For pots deployed on a
groundline, the start location for each string must be provided.

(1i) TImmediately after delivery of shrimp to an original receiv-
er, record the fish receiving ticket number.

(e) Coastal shrimp trawl gear:

(1) Before commencing a new tow, record the vessel name, current
date of fishing activity, depth fished, latitude and longitude to the
nearest hundredth of a minute at the beginning of each tow, duration
of tow, estimated weight of shrimp of each species not retained for
each tow, and estimated weight of shrimp of each species caught for
each tow.

(ii) Immediately after delivery of shrimp to an original receiver
or the submission of a fish receiving ticket, if the operator holds a
wholesale fish dealer's license and is the original receiver, record
the fish receiving ticket number.

((#)) (f) Sea urchins and sea cucumbers:

(1) Before leaving the harvest site, record the vessel identity,
date, Marine Fish-Shellfish Catch Reporting Area fished, location
fished, depth fished, latitude and longitude to the nearest tenth of a
minute or to the nearest second, and the approximate weight in pounds
of sea urchins or sea cucumbers harvested.

(ii) Upon landing or delivery to an original receiver, the exact
species and weight of sea urchins, as recorded on the shellfish re-
ceiving ticket, must be recorded.

(iii) Upon landing or delivery to an original receiver, the exact
weight of sea cucumbers, as recorded on the shellfish receiving tick-
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et, and whether or not prelanded processing occurred ("whole-live" or
"split-drained"), must be recorded.

((#e¥)) (g) Clams, with mechanical digging devices:

(1) Before the end of each day's fishing and departure from the
harvest grounds, record the vessel identity if a harvest vessel is
used in harvest operation, exact location by latitude and longitude to
the nearest thousandths of a minute (recorded in WGS 84 datum), and
date of harvest.

(ii) Weight by each clam species in pounds upon landing or deliv-
ery to an original receiver.

(iii) Weight in pounds of each clam species caught and returned
to the harvest grounds.

((+£5)) (h) Scallops:

(i) Before leaving the location where the catch was taken, record
the vessel identity, date, location, and duration of harvest and esti-
mated weight in pounds and species of scallops caught for each tow or
dive hour.

(ii) Upon landing or delivery to an original receiver, the exact
weight in pounds, as recorded on the shellfish receiving ticket, and
species of harvested scallops.

((#eF)) (1) Squid, except when taken incidental to any other law-
ful fishery:

(1) Coastal:

(A) Before leaving the Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch
Reporting Area where taken, the vessel's Washington department of fish
and wildlife boat registration number, gear type, catch area, starting
and ending time of fishing, and numbers of other species caught and
returned.

(B) Weight in pounds of squid upon landing or delivery to an
original receiver.

(ii) Puget Sound:

(A) Before leaving the Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch
Reporting Area where taken, the vessel's Washington department of fish
and wildlife boat registration number, gear type, catch area, location
(nearest landmark, bay, or GPS coordinates), starting and ending time
of fishing, total vessel wattage or lumens of attracting lights, and
numbers of other species caught and returned.

(B) Weight in pounds of squid upon landing or delivery to an
original receiver.

((r)) (J) Sand shrimp (Puget Sound and coastal), except when
taken incidental to other lawful fishery:

(1) Prior to leaving the harvest site, the location or identifi-
cation number of the harvest tract, date of harvest, number of
trenches pumped, average length and width of trenches (yards), total
number of sand shrimp retained (dozens).

(ii) At the time of delivery to an original receiver, total num-
ber of sand shrimp sold (dozens), and the name of the sand shrimp buy-
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(7) Violation of this section as 1t relates to failing to report

required information or failing to
RCW 77.15.280 reporting of fish or
section as it relates to knowingly

submit logbooks is punishable under
wildlife harvest. Violation of this
providing false or misleading in-

formation is punishable under RCW 77.15.270, providing false informa-
tion.

AMENDATORY SECTION effective

12/1/23)

(Amending WSR 23-22-110, filed 10/31/23,

WAC 220-340-520 Commercial spot shrimp pot fishery—Puget Sound.

License

(1) It is unlawful to take, fish for, land, or deliver spot
shrimp taken for commercial purposes with pot gear from Puget Sound
waters without a valid Puget Sound shrimp pot license.

A Puget Sound shrimp pot license will only be issued to an indi-
vidual who is a natural person, and this person shall be the primary
operator. Holders of Puget Sound shrimp pot licenses may designate a
single alternate operator per license. Puget Sound shrimp pot license
holders may not designate a Puget Sound nonspot shrimp pot license on
the same vessel.

Pot Gear and area
(2) It is unlawful to fish for spot shrimp for commercial purpo-

ses in Puget Sound using shellfish pot gear except during seasons
opened by emergency rule.

In all areas fishers are limited to a maximum of 100 spot
as defined in subs

(3)
((+

e;tion (5) ((43))

of this section

- N A I

2110 s o ;o s ges &
S £ this seetion)), except for dual licensees as provided for in
RCW 77.70.410.

(4) Buoy requirements, in all areas:

(a) Buoys must be solid orange in color and consist of durable

material that will remain floating on the surface with five pounds at-
tached; bleach or antifreeze bottles or other containers may not be
used as floats.
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dieenses)) All buoys fished on a single vessel must be marked with the

unigue numeric buoy brand issued to them by the department and pref-
aced by fishery specific designation described in subsection (c) of
this section.
(c) Buoy brands for buoys designating gear used in the spot
shrimp fishery must be prefaced with an "S" (i.e., "S-0000").
(d) When two or more shrimp pots are attached to a common ground
the number ((emad—type—of pots—{spot—shrimpor nRonSoet——Shrime
d)) must be clearly labeled on ((£ke ired)) at
trailer buoy, or buoy tag.
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((#H)) (e) It is unlawful to use a buoy tag that is consistent
with requirements for any other state or federally managed commercial
fishery operating in the U.S. West Coast Exclusive Economic Zone, or
in the state waters of Washington, Oregon, or California, or used by
any of the Puget Sound treaty tribes.

(f) Fishers shall use only the amount of line reasonably necessa-
ry to compensate for tides, currents, and weather. The line attaching
the pot to the buoy must be weighted sufficiently to prevent the line
from floating on the surface.

((#e¥)) (g) It is unlawful to use gear that has one or more line
marks or to use multicolor line consistent with requirements for any
other state or federally managed commercial fishery operating in the
U.S. West Coast Exclusive Economic Zone, or in the state waters of
Washington, Oregon, or California.

(5) ((Pot—reguirements;—in—att—areas)) Spot shrimp may only be
harvested using gear with the following specifications, in all areas:

(a) ((A—shrimp—pot—may not—execeed)) The dimensions of shellfish
pots must meet either of the following specifications:

(1) The perimeter of the top or bottom of the pot shall not ex-
ceed a maximum of ( (F53—3nrehPbottomperimeter)) 153-inches and the
height shall not exceed a maximum of ( (24—Fmeh—Fheight)) 24-inches.

(1i) The volume of a pot shall not exceed 44,708 cubic inches
(25.87 cubic feet) when measured from the outside of the pot.

(b) The entire top, bottom, and sides ((ef—the—shrimp—peot)) must
be constructed of mesh material.

(c) Use of liners is prohibited as defined in WAC 220-340-015.

((#e)r)) (d) Entrance tunnels ((teo——shrimp—pots)) may be construc-
ted of any size mesh material.

(e) All entrance tunnels directly into a pot from the outside

must open into the pot from the side ( (—Fhe—sum—eof—themascimum—widEhs
£ 11 Nt o~ EEE R~ 1 ot A~ Sz A 1 £ £ + 1 noraimat eV
L\ & N =y ITTCTLTTTC COTTIT - Ur/ LlJ.Ll\ju_) J.ll\_Au_)L_ IO T N\ A8 9 N @ R S A CITT b/ 1 CTIT T -
£+ 1 ot + A £+ 1 ot

S CITT OO T O OUTIT A CITT b/

when the pot is in its 1ntended operatlnq position.

(f) Use of multi-chamber pots are permitted under the following
conditions:

(1) The escape mechanism must be in the terminal chamber of the
pot as defined in WAC 220-340-015.

(1i) The diameter of internal entry tunnels must be equal to or
greater than the diameter of the initial entry tunnel.

(d) The mesh size ((ef)) must be greater than or egual to one
inch. Mesh size of one inch is defined as a mesh opening that a 7/8-
inch square peg will pass through, excluding the entrance tunnels, ex-
cept for flexible, knotted (web) mesh or knotless stretch mesh pots,
where the mesh must be a minimum of 1 3/4 inch stretch measure.

(1) For knotted mesh pots, "stretch measure" is defined as the
((fstanee)) linear measurement between the inside of one knot to the

( (ereside)) inside of the opposite vertical knot of ((eme)) the same
when the mesh is stretched vertlcally

cell of mesh

1 Q a9 o o
L J = rw) [
a 12N - 1 P SN PN +
A T N AW I S I B W § A\ b/b/ T
PV S R | P ol I A + o 1o ot vt~ = ria ~T1 7 <7 ))
A\ [N S U E Y @ R NTTOCT L\ Ol TTT u_)J.J., AEEY 1T C1IT TTT o L L = ) [ S C 1T \w N A\ J.L_J.\_/(_A.J.J._Y
(1ii) For knotless stretch mesh pot "stretch measure" is defined as
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the linear measurement between the inside of the bottom node to the
inside of the opposing top node of the same cell of mesh, when the
mesh is stretched vertically.

(h) Pot gear is required to have an escape mechanism as provided
for in WAC 220-340-060.

(6) Harvest restrictions, all areas:

(a) It is unlawful to set or pull ((sheimp)) shellfish pot gear
to commercially harvest spot shrimp from one hour after official sun-
set to one hour before official sunrise.

(b) Each fisher or alternate operator is required to report their

intended catch area of harvest ( (—target—speecies—{spot—orrnenspot)yy))

and an estimate of total pounds that are being targeted ( (prier—te—the
deptoyment—ofany—shrimp—egear)) by 7:00 p.m. the evening prior to har-
vest by email or text message to shrimp.report@dfw.wa.gov, or by using
the Puget Sound commercial shrimp reporting website.

(c) ((FH—s—urtawfol—+teo harvestronspot—and spet—shrimp—3n—the))
Same-day harvest of spot shrimp and nonspot shrimp is permitted only
under the following condition: All spot shrimp must be harvested, re-
corded, and submitted on a fish ticket prior to the commencement of
any nonspot shrimp harvest.

((+d+_NeﬁSpe%_Shf%mp—pe%—h?f¥e?%—fes%f%e%%eﬁs:

(2 \ o vzt £ oot gy 0 o A A g B A ] A noayr +h o 1770
7 T v eSSt O o spPpoT—sSr P o o Tc—pCTrimrcecCO—& ISATE S criattr LT 79

(= 2\ oy iz ot E SR NN NPT NN —RP— ~NE S I =~ =T N SR~ NP-NE 2SN B NP R noar +h o 1770
L7/ T v eSSt O o sSpPpoT—sShr i o o pCTrimrcecCO—& ISATE S criattr LT 79
(=22 2\ o vy izt E SR NN NPT NN —RP T ~NE S I 2 N =T N —SE—NPoNE 2SN I NP R noayr +h o 1770
| e e sy J T vesS Tt O o spPpoT—sSr P o o pCTrimrcecCO—& ISATE S criattr LT 79

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-22-110, filed 10/31/23, effective
12/1/23)

WAC 220-340-530 Commercial shrimp trawl fishery—Puget Sound.

License

(1) It is unlawful to take, fish for, land, or deliver shrimp
taken for commercial purposes with trawl gear from Puget Sound waters
without a valid Puget Sound shrimp trawl license and a shrimp trawl
permit, issued annually by the director, and without complying with
all provisions of a Puget Sound shrimp trawl fishery permit per RCW
77.70.420.

A Puget Sound shrimp trawl license will only be ((i+sstwed)) reis-
sued to an individual who is a natural person, and this person shall
be the primary operator. A Puget Sound shrimp trawl license will be
converted to a Puget Sound nonspot shrimp pot fishery license upon
transfer or death per RCW 77.70.420. A license owner may voluntarily
convert a Puget Sound shrimp trawl license to a Puget Sound nonspot
shrimp pot license. Holders of Puget Sound shrimp trawl licenses may
designate a single alternate operator per license.

A Puget Sound shrimp trawl license holder may reguest a direc-
tor's permit for the purposes of modifying or designing and using pot
gear to economically harvest Pandalus eous, P. jordani, or P. dispar,
as provided for in RCW 77.70.425.

Certified on 5/28/2026 [ 11 ] WSR 26-11-003
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Trawl gear and area restrictions

(2) It is unlawful to fish for shrimp for commercial purposes in
Puget Sound using trawl gear except during seasons opened by emergency
rule and authorized by a permit issued by the director.

It is unlawful to operate shrimp beam trawl gear in Puget Sound
from one hour after official sunset to one hour before official sun-
rise.

(3) It is unlawful to retain spot shrimp with trawl gear.

(4) Gear restrictions - Beam trawl gear is the only lawful trawl
gear type permitted for Puget Sound.

(a) Maximum beam width in Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and
Catch Reporting Areas 20A, 20B, 21A, and 22A is 25 feet.

(b) Maximum beam width in Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and
Catch Reporting Areas 23A (trawl Catch Area 23A; WAC 220-320-140),
23B, 23C, 25A, and 29 is 060 feet.

(5) All nonspot shrimp brought onboard a vessel must be retained.

(6) Depth restrictions - It is unlawful to fish for shrimp with
beam trawl gear in waters shallower than the following:

(a) 100 feet in Puget Sound.

(b) 120 feet in Catch Area 20A.

((#6)¥)) (7) Closed areas - It is unlawful to fish for shrimp with
beam trawl gear year-round in the following areas:

(a) Catch Area 21A except those waters of the Lummi-Sinclair Tri-
angle, as defined in WAC 220-320-140(4).

(b) Catch Areas 21B, 22B, and those waters of Catch Area 20A
north and east of a line from Point Roberts Light (48.9716°,
-123.0838°) to Sandy Point Light, at the Lummi Reservation (48.7868°,
-122.7124°) .

(c) Subregion 1A, as defined in WAC 220-320-140 (1) (a) (i) .

(d) Discovery Bay Shrimp District, as defined in WAC 220-320-120

(1) (b) .

(e) Sequim Bay CSMA, as defined in WAC 220-320-120(6) .

(f) Catch Area 23D.

((+F)) (8) Area restrictions - The following areas are closed
from the season opening through the dates described in the following
paragraphs.

(a) Catch Area 20A outside of those waters north and east of a
line from Point Roberts Light (48.9716°, -123.0838°) to Sandy Point
Light at the Lummi Reservation (48.7868°, -122.7124°) are closed
through July 31st.

(b) Those waters of the Lummi-Sinclair Triangle, as defined in
WAC 220-320-140 (4) (c) are closed through June 30th.

(c) Those waters of South Lopez Sound, as defined in WAC
220-320-140 (4) (a), are closed through July 9th.

(d) All waters of subregion 1B, with the exception of South Lopez
Sound and the Lummi-Sinclair Triangle, as defined in WAC
220-320-140(4), are closed through June 15th, except as described in
(e) of this subsection.

(e) The following areas may open on the described dates and re-
main open from that date contingent upon the results of department-ap-
proved observer sampling to evaluate bycatch. Bycatch parameters must
be satisfied for the fishery to remain open earlier than the date de-
scribed in (d) of this subsection.

(1) Those waters of the subregion 1B, except South Lopez Sound
and the Lummi-Sinclair Triangle, as defined in WAC 220-320-140(4) may
open as early as May 1lst.
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(ii) Trawl fishers seeking to open before the date described in
(d) of this subsection must coordinate with the department to arrange
a department-approved bycatch observation plan prior to commencing
fishing.

A violation of this section is punishable under RCW 77.15.750.

RDS-6969.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-08-048, filed 3/31/22, effective
5/1/22)

WAC 220-340-060 Commercial shellfish pot gear—Escape mechanism
required. (1) It is unlawful to fish for or possess crab, shrimp, or
crawfish taken for commercial purposes with shellfish pot gear unless
the gear allows for escapement using at least one of the following
methods and a permitted degradable material described in subsection
(2) of this section:

(()) (a) Attachment of pot 1lid hooks or tiedown straps with a
( (sinrgte—strandor Jeoop—of)) permitted degradable material so that the
pot 1id will open freely once the material degrades.

(b) An opening in the pot mesh created by the degradation of a
permitted degradable material that is no less than three inches by
five inches.

(c) The opening must be located within the top half of the pot
and be unimpeded by the entry tunnels, bait boxes, or any other struc-
tures or materials.

(2) Tt is unlawful to use any materials to construct an escape
mechanism except for those described below:

(a) A single strand of natural fiber no larger than thread size

)

H

120 of untreated cotton twine, hemp, jute, ((e¥)) sisal ((re—Faxrger
+hoar +hovr~n] oo 1290 o +h N+ + 1 ot 1A otz 11 rnoarn  f 1sz 2+ + 1 + 172
CIITTIT | N g & aw s o L2 - A\ o CTIITTO T CTIT t/uk_, J E W /A" S S - Ut/ T N S _L_Y i S CTT C VW ITT
v fFolAnr 2o oAl P T+ 2o A~ ool + 17y ~ o] ot v A £ At A
A [N S — 1 Ju S LN S ) T1T o Ju . Ju S t/ S S ) 1) A SN N J N N |y \@ ) (& I;.)-LJ.J.%-L [ RN Ny @ i AW § . o CTCOIT
+ 172 + hheome EREE r oo + o A +~a~xanth A 4 Ao o +h N+ S Ao
C VW IIT A T lllt/, -J T , A o Lo T | — AW 8 L_,Uv CIT 1 T CTIT TS o CTITT T J . [y
b 1 I otz n + 1 + o Aartgr ot v oA 134 1 + ocnnna~nt 1 A
Py _Luut/ A\ 8 T VW T CTIT e — OOV g)L_,J_(_A.t/g) BN w8 CTIT J E W TToOOT |y OITITT C CTIT TTT
feogether—-
(D) Drasza Aa ey o roaniner 2+ ot ma o P 1 oo +h o o 1
\ / J_J_UV_L\A._LJ.J.% [y Ut/ J.J._Ll.lv i N CTIT t/uk_, TTT [Smy T i [N CIITTAIT | N i i N
acabhoaa sz £ 17 1 a A ]~~~ A v oAt o~ oA tza +h n a1 e ] ot oo A
T =] L}_Y 1= 1V i N T =] BN AW S L A\ 8 A =] VW1l 1T OO A\ 8 W LT CTT Ay g_)_LJ.J.v_L [ RN @ i AW § .
1t rant A A~ d A g o heomn EREE a1 o P laremnr +h o A
| B A R W [ & N A\ 8 o CTCOUIT C VW IIT , T lllt/, J\AL_, , A o Lo T T _L(_A.J_v 1 CIITTAIT | N g [ aw s
oo 12N Th a1 e ot o A £ + 170~ » FolAnr sz A~ rrarnunoed maa]
o L2 - U e LI g_)_LJ.J.v_L o O OO . C VW IIT A [N S — 1 ll.l(_,l._y T T Ny VVJ_(_A.t/t/ A\ 8 TITCO 1T
+ 1~ + 2o »r A~ A 4 S nxg tosz o n 1~ ey v oAtz I mao ol
L_,_Lt/_L CLTTIT =] A AW AN W W A\ 8 i N (_A.J.J._Y VV(_A._Y AETY T L _Ll.lv A [=) VV_LJ.J.v CTT A S 11T o L1
| oA Th rnoanine rmaaot N 1 ot e+~ + i W £ £ + 1 ot A
TS A e LI Ut/ J.J._Ll.lv TITO oS T T Ju [ & N A\ 8 W LT CTIT 1T CTIT L_,Ut/ [ N Ny @ R S . CTIT t/uk_, I
= 1 ami~n A~ A~ sy Nt sz +aome~ o o+ o »r Az +hear ot o~
vy \AJ.J._Lll.lt/ A\ 8 A\ 8 L}_Y CTIT T C O’ _Lk), T LT T L), A [y o CTT 1 o C LT CF C O™ =3
r—materiatss) ), or other natural fiber.
(b) A single strand of twine or natural fiber mav not be wrapped

multiple times or doubled in any way when lacing or sewing the wire
mesh closed.

(3) Modification, treatment, or preparation of any permitted de-
gradable materials intended to extend the life or modify the degrada-
ble guality of the material is prohibited.
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RDS-6978.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-22-110, filed 10/31/23, effective
1/1/24)

WAC 220-340-420 General commercial crab fishery—Unlawful acts.
(1) It is unlawful to take, fish for, land, or deliver Dungeness crab
for commercial purposes from the Columbia River, Willapa Bay, Grays
Harbor, and the Pacific Ocean without a valid Dungeness crab - coastal
fishery license, as designated in RCW 77.70.280, or from Puget Sound
without a valid Dungeness crab - Puget Sound license, as designated in
RCW 77.70.110, and are in addition to the license specific unlawful
act provisions described in WAC 220-340-421 and 220-340-422.

(2) Crab size and sex restrictions. It is unlawful for any person
acting for commercial purposes to take, possess, deliver, or otherwise
control:

(a) Any female Dungeness crab; or

(b) Any male Dungeness crab measuring less than 6-1/4 inches,
caliper measurement, at the widest part of the shell immediately in
front of the points (tips).

((2F)) (c) Violation of this subsection ((HH—ef+thisseetion))
is a gross misdemeanor or class C felony depending on the value of
fish or shellfish taken, possessed, or delivered, punishable under RCW
77.15.550 (1) (c).

(3) Incidental catch may not be retained. It is unlawful to re-
tain salmon, food fish, or any shellfish other than octopus that is
taken incidental to any commercial crab fishing. Violation of this
subsection is a gross misdemeanor or class C felony punishable under
RCW 77.15.550(1), depending on the gquantity of crab taken or pos-
sessed.

(4) Net fishing boats must not have crab on board. It is unlawful
for any person to possess any crab on board a vessel geared or equip-
ped with commercial net fishing gear while fishing with the net gear
for commercial purposes or while commercial quantities of food fish or
shellfish are on board. Violation of this subsection is a gross misde-
meanor or class C felony punishable under RCW 77.15.550(1), depending
on the quantity of crab taken or possessed.

(5) Area must be open to commercial crabbing. It is unlawful for
any person to set, maintain, or operate any baited or unbaited shell-
fish pots for taking crab for commercial purposes in any area or time
that is not open for commercial crabbing by rule of the department,
except when acting lawfully under the authority of a valid gear recov-
ery permit as provided in WAC 220-340-450.

((#6))) Violation of ((subseetieon{5+of)) this section is a

gross misdemeanor or class C felony punishable under RCW 77.15.550, or
a gross misdemeanor punishable under RCW 77.15.522 depending on the
circumstances of the violation.

((+4+—When—it—1s—gniawfa%—te—bayfef—land—efab—ffem—thg—eeean
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NEW SECTION

WAC 220-340-421 Coastal commercial crab fishery—Unlawful acts.
(1) When it is unlawful to buy or land crab from the ocean without a
crab vessel inspection. It is unlawful for any fisher or wholesale
fish buyer to land or purchase Dungeness crab taken from Grays Harbor,
Willapa Bay, the Columbia River, or Washington coastal or adjacent wa-
ters of the Pacific Ocean from any vessel that has not been issued a
Washington crab vessel inspection certificate during the first 30 days
following the opening of a coastal crab season.

(a) Authorized department personnel will perform inspections for
Washington crab vessel inspection certificates no earlier than 12
hours prior to the opening of the coastal crab season and during the
following 30-day period.

(b) A Washington crab vessel inspection certificate may be issued
to vessels made available for inspection at a Washington coastal port
that:

(i) Are properly licensed commercial crab fishing; and

(ii) Contain no Dungeness crab on board the vessel.

(c) Violation of this subsection is a gross misdemeanor, punisha-
ble under RCW 77.15.550 (1) (a) Violation of commercial fishing area or
time—Penalty.

(2) Barging of crab pots by undesignated vessels. It is unlawful
for a vessel not designated on a Dungeness crab coastal or Puget Sound
fishery license to deploy crab pot gear except under the following
conditions:

(a) The vessel deploys pot gear only during the 73-hour period
immediately preceding the season opening date and during the 48-hour
period immediately following the season opening date;

(b) The undesignated vessel carries no more than 250 crab pots at
any one time; and

(c) The vessel operator or alternate operator, as outlined in RCW
77.65.130, of the crab pot gear named on the license associated with
the gear is on board the undesignated vessel while the gear is being
deployed.

(d) Violation of this subsection is a gross misdemeanor or class
C felony punishable under RCW 77.15.500 Commercial fishing without a
license—Penalty, depending on the circumstances of the violation.

(3) Electronic monitoring system (EM system) is defined as a ves-
sel monitoring system that automatically determines a vessel's posi-
tion, records individual pot retrieval via a hydraulic pressure read-
ing, and transmits this information to an EM system service provider.
The service provider receives the transmission and provides automated
data access to the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC)
in a format consistent with PSMFC specifications where it is available
to WDFW for management and enforcement.

(a) The department has published a compliance guide for the EM
system which provides additional information and instructions to fol-
low in complying with this regulation and is incorporated by reference
herein. The guide can be obtained by contacting the EM program manag-
er: 48 Devonshire Road, Montesano, WA 98563; phone: 360-249-4628;
email: coastal.crab.EM@dfw.wa.gov or wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/commercial/
crab/coastal.

(b) It is unlawful for the vessel operator or alternate operator,
as outlined in RCW 77.65.130, designated to a coastal Dungeness crab
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license that is used to commercial fish for coastal Dungeness crab as
defined by WAC 220-340-400 to fail to:

(i) Obtain an EM system that is capable of recording and trans-
mitting vessel location and hydraulic pressure readings and have it
installed on board the vessel designated to the coastal Dungeness crab
license. The operating requirements for the EM system are as follows:

(A) The EM system must accurately record the vessel's position at
least once every minute.

(B) The EM system must transmit the vessel location data to the
service provider at least once every hour.

(C) A hydraulic pressure sensor must be installed on the main
high pressure supply line between the hydraulic pump and the crab
block of a vessel that controls it such that recorded pressure read-
ings show pressure increases during pot hauling activity.

(D) The hydraulic pressure sensor must accurately record a pres-
sure reading at least once every 10 seconds.

(E) The EM system must transmit hydraulic pressure sensor read-
ings at least once every hour.

(F) If the EM system can determine when a vessel is moored, the
EM system may automatically decrease the position and hydraulic pres-
sure recording rate to at least once every hour.

(G) The EM system must be able to store vessel position and hy-
draulic pressure data in the event of service coverage interruption.
Once service 1s restored, the system must transmit stored data to the
service provider.

(H) The EM system must include a feedback mechanism to indicate
to the vessel operator that the system is operational.

(ii) Arrange for an EM system service provider to receive and re-
lay transmissions to Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission
(PSMFC) in a format consistent with PSMFC specifications.

(A) The following data fields must be provided to the PSMFC when-
ever a new system is installed, or new data transmissions begin: Ves-
sel coast guard number, WDFW vessel registration number, state of reg-
istration, serial number or unigque identifier linked to the EM system,
EM service provider name, name of the make and model of the EM system,
date the system was installed or started transmitting data, date the
system was removed or stopped transmitting data.

(B) The following data fields must be recorded by the EM system
and relayed to the PSMFC every hour: Serial number or unique identifi-
er linked to the EM system, date, time, latitude, longitude, pressure
reading from hydraulic sensor, speed, vessel name.

(iii) Activate the EM system and submit an EM system activation
report to WDEW before the vessel is used to fish in the coastal com-
mercial Dungeness crab fishery. Commercial crab fishing is defined in
WAC 220-340-400. An activation report must be submitted to WDFW under
the following circumstances:

(A) Annually before gear is deployed at the start of each coastal
commercial Dungeness crab season.

(B) When an EM system is reactivated following a reinstallation.

(C) When there is a change in service provider.

(D) When any changes are made to the information required in the
EM activation report.

(iv) Operate and maintain the EM system in good working order
continuously, 24 hours a day when a vessel is fishing for coastal com-
mercial crab, as defined in WAC 220-340-400, in the Washington coastal
commercial Dungeness crab fishery unless the vessel is operating under
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an exemption provided under (v) (A), (B), (C), or (vi) (A) or (B) of
this subsection.

(v) Request and secure an EM exemption permit when there is an
interruption in the EM system function and comply with the require-
ments of this subsection and the terms of the EM exemption permit.
Vessels required to operate and maintain an EM system under this sub-
section may be temporarily exempt from this requirement if a wvalid
WDFW EM exemption permit is received from WDFW. An exemption is only
authorized for the period specified on the permit. The exemption per-
mits are as follows:

(A) EM system failure exemption permit. Vessels required to oper-
ate and maintain an EM system under this subsection may be temporarily
exempt from EM system requirements in situations due to an EM system
failure, or hydraulic pressure sensor failure by obtaining an EM sys-
tem failure exemption permit. In the event a system failure exemption
permit is granted by WDFW, the operator of the vessel must submit a
harvest logbook per WAC 220-340-460 and use electronic navigational
equipment (including, but not limited to, chart plotters, hand-held
global positioning systems, etc.) to record a track line of the ves-
sel's movements while commercial crab fishing, and track line informa-
tion must be made available to WDFW officers or authorized employees
immediately upon request and retained for 30 days. Requests for multi-
ple exemption permits for a single vessel within a season will be re-
viewed and approved at the discretion of WDFW.

(B) Haul out exemption permit. Vessels required to operate and
maintain an EM system under this subsection may be temporarily exemp-
ted from EM requirements when it is anticipated that a vessel's EM
system will be inoperable due to removing the vessel from the water
for less than 14 days and coastal commercial Dungeness crab gear will
remain lawfully deployed by obtaining a "Haul Out Exemption Permit"
from WDEFW.

(C) Emergency exemption permit: Vessels required to operate and
maintain an EM system under this subsection may be exempt from EM re-
qgquirements in emergency situations rendering the vessel's EM system
inoperable for less than 14 days including, but not limited to, fire,
flooding, or extensive physical damage to critical areas of the vessel
by obtaining an emergency exemption permit from WDEW.

(D) To request an exemption permit described in this subsection,
a vessel owner must contact WDFW. For an exemption permit to be valid,
a request must be received by WDEW as soon as 1t is apparent that
there is a system failure or emergency or at least two hours before a
haul out exemption is needed.

(vi) Submit a long-term departure exemption report. A vessel that
is required to operate and maintain an EM system under this subsection
may be exempt from this requirement if a long-term departure exemption
report is submitted to WDFW in compliance with all the conditions de-
scribed in (A), (B), or (C) of this subsection. The basis for a long-
term departure exemption report are as follows:

(A) Suspension of fishing operations. Vessels required to operate
and maintain an EM system under this subsection may be exempted from
EM system requirements when the vessel has concluded fishing for
coastal commercial Dungeness crab for the current season or has sus-
pended fishing operations such that all commercial gear is removed
from waters open to the coastal Dungeness crab fishery.

(B) Emergency. Vessels required to operate and maintain an EM
system under this subsection may be exempted from EM system require-
ments in emergency situations rendering the vessel's EM system inoper-—
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able for more than 14 days including, but not limited to, fire, flood-
ing, or extensive physical damage to critical areas of the vessel, and
the vessel will not resume fishing for coastal commercial Dungeness
crab for the remainder of the current season.

(C) Long-term departure reports must be received by WDFW no later
than 24 hours after a vessel has concluded fishing for the season.

(vii) Contact WDFW immediately if transmission of position and
pressure sensor readings have been interrupted and no more than 24
hours after being notified by WDFW that position and pressure sensor
readings are not being received, by notifying the EM program manager,
phone: 360-249-4628, or email coastal.crab.EM@dfw.wa.gov.

(viii) Make the EM system available for inspection by WDFW en-
forcement personnel, USCG personnel, or any authorized employee upon
request.

(ix) Ensure that the EM system or signal is not interfered with,
tampered with, disabled, or destroyed and is operated and maintained
according to the EM system provider instructions.

(x) Pay all charges levied by the service provider as necessary
to ensure continuous operation of the EM system.

(c) Violation of this subsection is a gross misdemeanor punisha-
ble under RCW 77.15.520 Commercial fishing—Unlawful gear or methods—
Penalty.

NEW SECTTION

WAC 220-340-422 Puget Sound commercial crab fishery—Unlawful
acts. (1) Barging of crab pots by undesignated vessels. It is unlaw-
ful for a vessel not designated on a Dungeness crab Puget Sound fish-
ery license to deploy crab pot gear except under the following condi-
tions:

(a) The vessel deploys pot gear only during the 48-hour period
immediately following the initial season opening date and time;

(b) The primary or alternate operator designated on the license
associated with the barged gear is on board the nondesignated wvessel
("barge" vessel) while the gear is being deployed; and

(c) The Puget Sound commercial crab license holder who owns the
gear intended for barging has provided notice to the department via
email at crab.report@dfw.wa.gov at least 24 hours in advance of the
fishery opening date. Notice must include the following information:

(i) Name and license number (s) of the owner of the gear being
barged;

(ii) Name of the designated primary operator, if different from
the licensed owner;

(iii) Name of the alternate operator, if used to deploy pots from
a nondesignated vessel;

(iv) Buoy brand number and number of pots to be deployed from a
nondesignated vessel;

(v) Name and identification numbers (WN and/or Coast Guard) of
the nondesignated vessel;

(vi) Puget Sound Crab Management Region or set location.

(d) Violation of this subsection is a gross misdemeanor or class
C felony punishable under RCW 77.15.500 Commercial fishing without a
license—Penalty, depending on the circumstances of the violation.
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(2) Storing crab prior to delivery to an original receiver, Puget
Sound. It is unlawful for a Puget Sound commercial crab license holder
to store crab off-vessel prior to delivery to an original receiver,
except under the following conditions:

(a) It is unlawful to store crab, off-vessel or on-vessel, for
more than 10 days without making a delivery to an original receiver.

(b) All crab that have been removed from a vessel and are not im-
mediately delivered to an original receiver must be stored in contain-
ers labeled with the following:

(1) Fisher name;

(11i) WDFW-issued vessel ID number;

(iii) Puget Sound commercial crab license number;

(iv) Date of harvest;

(v) The quantity of pounds of crab retained by Crab Management
Region or by Marine Fish-Shellfish (MFSF) Catch Reporting Area;

(vi) Containers used for storing crab removed from a vessel and
not delivered to an original receiver by 5:00 p.m. of the day follow-
ing the day of harvest must additionally be labeled with the commer-
cial fish and shellfish transportation ticket number(s).

(c) Storage of crab is subject to the reporting requirements de-
scribed in WAC 220-352-340.

(d) Violation of this subsection is a gross misdemeanor or class
C felony punishable under RCW 77.15.500 Commercial fishing without a
license—Penalty, depending on the circumstances of the violation.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-10-081, filed 5/6/25, effective
6/6/25)

WAC 220-340-430 Coastal commercial crab fishery—Gear require-
ments. (1) Provisions of this section apply to any vessel operator or
alternate operator, as outlined in RCW 77.65.130, designated to a
Dungeness crab - coastal fishery license, as designated in RCW
77.70.280, when commercial crab fishing as defined by WAC 220-340-400,
and are in addition to the shellfish pot gear provisions described in
WAC 220-340-435.

(2) Buoy tag and pot tag required.

(a) It is unlawful to place in the water, pull from the water,
possess on the water, or transport on the water any crab buoy or crab
pot without an attached buoy tag and pot tag that meet the require-
ments of this section, except as provided by (b) and (c) of this sub-
section. A violation of this subsection is punishable under RCW
77.15.520 Commercial fishing—Unlawful gear or methods—Penalty.

(b) Persons operating under a valid coastal gear recovery permit
as provided in WAC 220-340-440 may possess crab pots or buoys missing
tags or bearing the tags of another license holder, provided the per-
mittee adheres to provisions of the permit. Failure to adhere to the
provisions of the permit is a gross misdemeanor, punishable under RCW
77.15.750 Unlawful use of a department permit—Penalty.

(c) Persons operating under a valid coastal gear transport permit
as provided in WAC 220-340-440 may possess crab pots or buoys bearing
the tags issued by another state, provided the permittee adheres to
provisions of the permit. Failure to adhere to the provisions of the
permit is a gross misdemeanor, punishable under RCW 77.15.750 Unlawful
use of a department permit—Penalty.
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((F)) (3) Commercial crab fishery pot tag requirements: Each
shellfish pot used in the coastal commercial crab fishery must have a
durable, nonbiodegradable tag securely attached to the pot that is
permanently and legibly marked with the license owner's name or 1i-
cense number and telephone number. If the tag information is illegi-
ble, or the tag is lost for any reason, the pot is not in compliance
with state law. A violation of this subsection is punishable under RCW
77.15.520 Commercial fishing—Unlawful gear or methods—Penalty.

((3y)) (4) Commercial crab fishery buoy tag requirements.

(a) The department issues crab pot buoy tags to the owner of each
commercial crab fishery license upon payment of an annual buoy tag fee
per crab pot buoy tag. Prior to setting gear, ((ecachPuoget—Seounderab
Heensehotder must purechase 100—+tags——and)) each coastal crab fisher
must purchase 300 or 500 tags, depending on the crab pot limit as-
signed to the license.

(b) In coastal waters, except if authorized by permit issued by
the director, each crab pot must have the department-issued buoy tag
securely attached to the first buoy on the crab pot buoy line (the
buoy closest to the crab pot), and the buoy tag must be attached to
the end of the first buoy, at the end away from the crab pot buoy
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eastat) ) : The department only issues replacement buoy tags
for the coastal crab fishery in the case of extraordinary loss or on a
case-by-case basis. Replacement buoy tags will not be issued in excess
of the license holder's permanent pot limit.

((#4)r)) (f) A violation of this subsection ((433—ef—+this
£4er)) 1is a gross misdemeanor, punishable under RCW 77.15.520 Commer-
cial fishing—Unlawful gear or methods—Penalty.

(5) Coastal commercial crab fishery buoy requirements.

(a) All buoys attached to coastal commercial crab gear must con-
sist of a durable material and remain floating on the water's surface
when five pounds of weight is attached, unless otherwise authorized by
permit issued by the director.

(b) It is unlawful to use bleach, antifreeze or detergent bot-
tles, paint cans, or any other container as a buoy. The line attaching

o o
[SAAw
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a buoy to ((skhetdtfish)) coastal commercial crab gear must be weighted
sufficiently to prevent the excess line from floating on the water's
surface.

(c) No buoys attached to ((Puget—Seuwnd—e¥)) coastal commercial
crab gear may be both red and white in color unless a minimum of 30
percent of the surface of each buoy is also prominently marked with an
additional color or colors other than red or white. Red and white col-
ors are reserved for personal use crab gear as described in WAC
220-330-020.

(d) An operator or alternate operator of a vessel, as outlined in
RCW 77.65.130, who operates a vessel designated to any ((eeastat—or
Puget—Seund)) commercial Dungeness crab fishery license must register
the buoy brand number and buoy color or color combinations to be used
with the license to fish for crab each crab season prior to the com-
mencement of fishing using the WDFW online registration form. Buoy
registration must provide color photographs that allows identification
of the registered buoy brand number and all color or color combina-
tions used on the buoy.

(i) All buoys fished under a single license must be marked in a
uniform manner with the buoy brand number registered with the depart-
ment and be of identical color or color combinations, unless otherwise
authorized by permit issued from the director.

(ii) The vessel operator or alternate operator, as outlined in
RCW 77.65.130, who operates the vessel designated on the license may
register only one unique buoy brand and one unique buoy color scheme
with the department per license. Persons holding more than one state
license must register buoy color(s) for each license that are dis-
tinctly different.

(iii) It is unlawful for a coastal Dungeness crab fishery vessel
operator or alternate operator, as outlined in RCW 77.65.130, to fish
for crab using any other buoy brand and buoy color scheme than that
registered with and assigned to the license by the department.

(iv) It is unlawful for a ((mrertreaty—eoastat)) Dungeness crab
coastal fishery license vessel operator or alternate operator, as out-
lined in RCW 77.65.130, to register a buoy brand or fish for crab us-
ing a buoy brand used in a treaty tribal fishery.

(v) In the event that a license i1s transferred to another vessel
or owner in the same season, the vessel operator or alternate operator
as outlined in RCW 77.65.130, who operates the vessel designated on
the license must reregister the buoy brand and buoy color schemes to
be used with the license for the remainder of that crab season.

(6) Coastal commercial crab fishery line requirements.

(a) Vessel operators or alternate operators, as outlined in RCW
77.65.130, must set all crab pots used in ((amy)) the coastal Dunge-
ness crab fishery to use only the amount of line reasonably necessary
to compensate for tides, currents, and weather.

(b) Vessel operators or alternate operators, as outlined in RCW
77.65.130, may not use line in any ((Puget—Seuwnd—e¥)) coastal Dunge-
ness crab fishery that features specific marking or color combinations
required by regulation for any other state or federally managed fish-
ery in the U.S. West Coast Exclusive Economic Zone or required by reg-
ulation for any other fishery in the state waters of Washington, Ore-
gon, or California.

(c) Dungeness crab - coastal fishery license vessel operators or
alternate operators, as outlined in RCW 77.65.130, ((fishinrg—oer—par—

must use line that is marked sufficiently to identify it as gear
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used exclusively in that fishery when fishing or participating in the
coastal Dungeness crab fishery.

(1) Line must be marked as red and black. Dual-colored line must
be marked through the manufacturing process and is defined as two
strands colored red and at least one strand colored black. Tracer line
may be used, see compliance guide for acceptable tracer lines (see
(c) (1ii) of this subsection).

(A) Through November 30, 2035, line with any of the following
sets of solid marks may be substituted for manufactured dual-colored
line. A solid mark must cover the entire circumference of the line and
be regularly serviced and maintained in a condition to readily identi-
fy the required line marking scheme.

(I) On line of any color, other than red or black, a set of solid
marks consists of one solid two-foot red mark spaced at a distance of
no more than six inches from one solid two-foot black mark.

(IT) On line originally red, a set of marks consists of one solid
two-foot black mark spaced at a distance of 12 to 24 inches from a
second solid two-foot black mark.

(ii) For each shellfish pot used in the fishery rigged with line,
the line must be marked as follows:

(A) The line connecting the main (diver) buoy closest to the
shellfish pot must be marked with no less than 12 continuous inches of
red no more than one fathom from the main (diver) buoy. Red and black
manufactured line described in (c) (ii1) of this subsection also meets
this requirement.

(B) Effective December 1, 2025, all line connecting two buoys
must be marked with red and black pursuant to (c) (ii) of this subsec-
tion, except the buoy gangion lines.

(I) For the purpose of this section, buoy gangion lines are de-
fined as a line that passes through and is affixed to the buoy forming
loops on each end of the buoy((+—Fthet—areJtess—+thenfour feetJong—as
measgred—fromopposingteop—onds)) .

(IT) Through November 30, 2035, one set of solid marks on any
line connecting two buoys as defined in (c) (ii) (A) of this subsection
may be substituted for dual-colored manufactured line.

(C) Effective December 1, 2028, the line connecting the main
(diver) buoy to the shellfish pot must be marked with red and black
pursuant to (c) (ii) of this subsection.

(I) When fishing with 20 fathoms (120 feet) or more of line con-
necting the main (diver) buoy to the shellfish pot, the top 15 fathoms
(90 feet) of line must be marked.

(IT) When fishing with less than 20 fathoms (120 feet) of line
connecting the main (diver) buoy to the shellfish pot, the top 50 per-
cent of line must be marked.

(ITII) Through November 30, 2035, on the portion of line connect-
ing the main (diver) buoy to the shellfish pot three sets of solid
marks as defined in (c) (ii) (A) of this subsection may be substituted
for dual-colored manufactured line. Sets of marks shall be distributed
such that one set of marks is within one fathom of each end and one
set of marks is near the middle of the length of line required to be
marked.

(iii) The department has published a compliance guide for the
line marking which provided additional information and instructions to
follow in complying with this regulation and is incorporated by refer-
ence herein. The guide can be obtained by contacting the Coastal
Shellfish Manager: 48 Devonshire Road, Montesano, WA 98563; phone
360-249-4628; or wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/commercial/crab/coastal.
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(7) Coastal commercial Dungeness crab fishery surface gear limi-
tations.

Surface gear is limited to one main (diver) buoy connected clos-
est to the shellfish pot and the following:

(a) Two trailer buoys.

(b) One end marker buoy less than five inches in diameter can ex-
tend no more than three feet beyond the last trailer buoy. End marker
buoys are not considered trailer buoys.

(c) Buoy gangion lines, as defined in subsection (6) of this sec-
tion, must not exceed 60 inches long as measured from opposing loop
ends.

(d) The maximum distance ( (between—theJdeading—edge)) of the line
connecting the main (diver) buoy ((ard—the—tailingedge—of)) Lo the
last trailer buoy ( (—Fretuoding—all—Iine—conneceting surface—~geary))

must not exceed 36 feet, unless the vessel is operating under the ex-
emption provided under this subsection ((H—+e))). Vessel operators
and alternate operators, as outlined in RCW 77.65.130, may request a
surface gear length exemption permit from the department prior to the
commencement of fishing for a demonstrated safety risk. An exemption
is only authorized for the period specified on the permit, for the
surface gear length specified on the permit, and the fishing area and
depth specified on the permit. Requests for exemption permits will be
evaluated by the department on a case-by-case basis and granted at the
department's discretion. Failure to adhere to the provisions of the
permit is a gross misdemeanor, punishable under RCW 77.15.750 Unlawful
use of a department permit—Penalty.

(8) Violation of subsection (4), (5), (6), or (7) of this section
is a gross misdemeanor, punishable under RCW 77.15.520 Commercial
fishing—Unlawful gear or methods—Penalty.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-04-066, filed 1/31/20, effective
3/2/20)

WAC 220-340-435 Commercial crab fishery—Shellfish pot require-
ments. (1) It is unlawful to take, fish for, land, or deliver Dunge-
ness crab for commercial purposes from the Columbia River, Willapa
Bay, Grays Harbor, and the Pacific Ocean without a valid Dungeness
crab - coastal fishery license, as designated in RCW 77.70.280, or
from Puget Sound without a valid Dungeness crab - Puget Sound license,
as designated in RCW 77.70.110.

(2) Commercial gear limited to pots. It is unlawful to take or
fish for crab for commercial purposes except with shellfish pots, as
defined in WAC 220-320-040, using lawful escape mechanisms as required
in WAC 220-340-060.

((F)) (3) Commercial gear escape rings and ports defined. It is
( (aatawfat)) required to use or operate ((amy)) shellfish pot gear in
the coastal or Puget Sound commercial Dungeness crab ((fishery—untess
the—gear)) fisheries that meets the following regquirements:

(a) Pot gear must have 2 or more escape rings or ports;

(b) Escape rings or ports must be 4-1/4 inches inside diameter or
larger; and

(c) Escape rings or ports must be located in the upper half of
the trap.
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((3¥)) (4) Maximum size for commercial crab pots. It is unlawful
to use a crab pot greater than 13 cubic feet in volume to fish for or
take Dungeness crab from state or offshore waters for commercial pur-
poses.

((#4¥)) (5) Groundline gear is unlawful. It is unlawful to attach
or connect a crab pot or ring net to another crab pot or ring net by a
common groundline or any other means that connects crab pots together.

((#5F)) (6) Penalty. Violation of this section is a gross misde-
meanor, punishable under RCW 77.15.520 Commercial fishing—Unlawful
gear or methods—Penalty, or RCW 77.15.522 Unlawful use of shellfish
gear for commercial purposes—Penalty, whichever is applicable depend-
ing on the circumstances of the violation.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-22-110, filed 10/31/23, effective
12/1/23)

WAC 220-340-460 Commercial crab fishery—Coastal Dungeness crab
logbook requirements. (1) It is unlawful for any vessel operator or
alternate operator, as outlined in RCW 77.65.130, engaged in fishing
for Dungeness crab in the coastal commercial fishery without a fully
operational electronic monitoring system to fail to have in posses-
sion, and to complete a department-issued paper or a department-ap-
proved electronic logbook for all fishing activity occurring in Grays
Harbor, Willapa Bay, the Columbia River, or the Pacific Ocean waters
for all crab deliveries to a Washington port. Fully operational means
the electronic monitoring system is collecting, storing, and transmit-
ting data per WAC ((226—-3460-420(12))) 220-340-421. For the purposes of
this section, "delivery" is defined as provided in RCW 77.65.210.

(2) It is unlawful for any vessel operator engaged in fishing
without a fully operational electronic monitoring system to fail to
comply with the following method and time frame related to harvest
logbook submittal and record keeping:

(a) The department must receive a copy of the completed logbook
sheets or electronic fields within 10 days following any landing made
by a vessel while fishing for Dungeness crab in the coastal commercial
fishery without a fully operational electronic monitoring system. Com-
pleted Dungeness crab harvest logbooks must be submitted to the Wash-
ington department of fish and wildlife using a WDFW logbook drop box
or the following electronic mail address: coastal.crab.EM@dfw.wa.gov.

(b) Vessel operators engaged in fishing for Dungeness crab in the
coastal commercial fishery and without a fully operational electronic
monitoring system must complete a logbook entry for each day fished
prior to offloading. Vessel operators responsible for submitting har-
vest logbooks to the department must maintain a copy of all submitted
harvest logbooks for no less than three years after the fishing activ-
ity ended.

(c) Vessel operators can obtain paper logbooks by contacting the
department's coastal Dungeness crab manager at 360-249-4628 or at
coastal.crab.EM@dfw.wa.gov.

(3) A violation of this section is an infraction, punishable un-
der RCW 77.15.160.
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NEW SECTION

WAC 220-340-431 Puget Sound commercial crab fishery—Gear re-
quirements. (1) Provisions of this section apply to any vessel opera-
tor or alternate operator, as outlined in RCW 77.65.130, designated to
a Dungeness crab - Puget Sound license, as designated in RCW
77.70.110, and are in addition to the shellfish pot gear provisions
described in WAC 220-340-435.

(2) Buoy tag and pot tag required. It is unlawful to place in the
water, pull from the water, possess on the water, or transport on the
water any crab buoy or crab pot without an attached buoy tag and pot
tag that meet the requirements of this section.

(3) Commercial crab fishery pot tag requirements: Each shellfish
pot used in the commercial crab fishery must have a durable, nonbiode-
gradable tag securely attached to the pot that is permanently and
legibly marked with the license owner's name or license number and
telephone number. If the tag information is illegible, or the tag 1is
lost for any reason, the pot is not in compliance with state law.

(4) Commercial crab fishery buoy tag requirements.

(a) The department issues crab pot buoy tags to the owner of each
commercial crab fishery license upon payment of an annual buoy tag fee
per crab pot buoy tag. Prior to setting gear, each Puget Sound crab
fisher must purchase 100 tags.

(b) In Puget Sound waters, except if authorized by permit issued
by the director, each crab pot must have the department-issued buoy
tag attached to the outermost end of the buoy line.

(c) If there is more than one buoy attached to a pot, only one
buoy tag is required.

(d) If regional pot limit reductions are implemented, vessel op-
erators or alternate operators, as outlined in RCW 77.65.130, are re-
quired to:

(1) Not exceed the regional per license pot limit in each crab
management region, as defined in WAC 220-320-110, that they are engag-
ed in harvest.

(ii) In the event that a harvester is fishing multiple crab man-
agement regions, they must not exceed the highest regional pot limit
per license from amongst the crab management regions, as defined in
WAC 220-320-110, that they are engaged in harvest.

(iii) All remaining, undeployed buoy tags per license per region
must be on board the designated vessel and available for immediate in-
spection by the department, except under the following conditions: The
holder or alternate operator of a Puget Sound crab license has de-
clared, as permitted under (e) of this subsection, that deployed tags
have been lost and are unrecoverable, under penalty of perjury, and
has been granted permission by the department to use undeployed buoy
tags as a replacement.

(e) Replacement crab buoy tags: Puget Sound commercial crab li-
cense holders are required to request permission to use undeployed
buoy tags in the event deployed buoy tags are lost and are unrecovera-
ble. Requests to use undeployed buoy tags must state the number of
buoy tags lost, the location and date where the licensee last observed
lost gear or tags, and the presumed cause of the loss. Requests must
be made using a department provided electronic form.
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(5) Commercial crab fishery buoy requirements.

(a) All buoys attached to commercial crab gear must consist of a
durable material and remain floating on the water's surface when five
pounds of weight is attached, unless otherwise authorized by permit
issued by the director.

(b) It is unlawful to use bleach, antifreeze or detergent bot-
tles, paint cans, or any other container as a buoy. The line attaching
a buoy to commercial crab gear must be weighted sufficiently to pre-
vent the excess line from floating on the water's surface.

(c) No buoys attached to Puget Sound commercial crab gear may be
both red and white in color unless a minimum of 30 percent of the sur-
face of each buoy is also prominently marked with an additional color
or colors other than red or white. Red and white colors are reserved
for personal use crab gear as described in WAC 220-330-020.

(d) An operator or alternate operator of a vessel, as outlined in
RCW 77.65.130, who operates a vessel designated to any commercial
Dungeness crab fishery license must register the buoy brand number and
buoy color or color combinations to be used with the license to fish
for crab each crab season prior to the commencement of fishing using
the WDEW online registration form. Buoy registration must provide col-
or photographs that allows identification of the registered buoy brand
number and all color or color combinations used on the buoy.

(1) All buoys fished from a single vessel must be marked in a
uniform manner with the buoy brand number registered with the depart-
ment and be of identical color or color combinations, unless otherwise
authorized by permit issued from the director.

(ii) The vessel operator or alternate operator, as outlined in
RCW 77.65.130, who operates the vessel designated on the license may
register only one unique buoy brand and one unique buoy color scheme
with the department per vessel, regardless of the number of licenses
stacked on the vessel. Persons holding more than one state license
must register buoy color(s) for each vessel that are distinctly dif-
ferent.

(iii) It is unlawful for a Dungeness crab fishery vessel operator
or alternate operator, as outlined in RCW 77.65.130, to fish for crab
using any other buoy brand and buoy color scheme than that registered
with and assigned to the license by the department.

(iv) It is unlawful for a Dungeness crab fishery license vessel
operator or alternate operator, as outlined in RCW 77.65.130, to reg-
ister a buoy brand or fish for crab using a buoy brand used in a trea-
ty tribal fishery.

(v) In the event that a license i1s transferred to another vessel
or owner in the same season, the vessel operator or alternate operator
as outlined in RCW 77.65.130, who operates the vessel designated on
the license must reregister the buoy brand and buoy color schemes to
be used with the license for the remainder of that crab season.

(6) Commercial crab fishery line requirements.

(a) Vessel operators or alternate operators, as outlined in RCW
77.65.130, must set all crab pots used in the Puget Sound Dungeness
crab fishery to use only the amount of line reasonably necessary to
compensate for tides, currents, and weather.

(b) Vessel operators or alternate operators, as outlined in RCW
77.65.130, may not use line in the Puget Sound Dungeness crab fishery
that features specific marking or color combinations required by regu-
lation for any other state or federally managed fishery in the U.S.
West Coast Exclusive Economic Zone or required by regulation for any
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other fishery in the state waters of Washington, Oregon, or Califor-
nia.

(7) Violation of this section is a gross misdemeanor, punishable
under RCW 77.15.520 Commercial fishing—Unlawful gear or methods—Pen-
alty.

RDS-6970.2

NEW SECTTION

WAC 220-340-525 Commercial nonspot shrimp pot fishery—Puget
Sound.

License

(1) It is unlawful to take, fish for, land, or deliver nonspot
shrimp taken for commercial purposes with pot gear from Puget Sound
waters without a valid Puget Sound nonspot shrimp pot or Puget Sound
shrimp pot license.

A Puget Sound nonspot shrimp pot license will only be issued to
an individual who is a natural person, and this person shall be the
primary operator. Holders of Puget Sound nonspot shrimp pot licenses
may designate a single alternate operator per license. Puget Sound
nonspot shrimp pot license holders may not designate a Puget Sound
shrimp pot license on the same vessel.

Pot gear and area

(2) It is unlawful to fish for nonspot shrimp for commercial pur-
poses in Puget Sound using shellfish pot gear except during seasons
opened by emergency rule.

(3) In all areas fishers are limited to a maximum of 100 nonspot
shrimp pots, as defined in subsection (5) of this section, unless oth-
erwise designated in a director's permit for the purposes described in
subsection (5) (g) of this section.

(4) Buoy requirements, in all areas:

(a) Buoys must be solid green in color and consist of durable ma-
terial that will remain floating on the surface with five pounds at-
tached; bleach or antifreeze bottles or other containers may not be
used as floats.

(b) All buoys fished on a single vessel must be marked with the
unigque numeric buoy brand issued to them by the department and pref-
aced by fishery specific designation described in subsection (c) of
this section.

(c) Buoys brands for buoys designating gear used in the spot
shrimp must be prefaced with an "N" (i.e., "N-0000").

(d) When two or more shrimp pots are attached to a common ground
line, the number attached must be clearly labeled on at least one
buoy, trailer buoy, or buoy tag.

(e) It is unlawful to use a buoy tag that is consistent with re-
quirements for any other state or federally managed commercial fishery
operating in the U.S. West Coast Exclusive Economic Zone, or in the
state waters of Washington, Oregon, or California, or used by any of
the Puget Sound treaty tribes.
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(f) Fishers shall use only the amount of line reasonably necessa-
ry to compensate for tides, currents, and weather. The line attaching
the pot to the buoy must be weighted sufficiently to prevent the line
from floating on the surface.

(g) It is unlawful to use gear that has one or more line marks or
to use multicolor line consistent with requirements for any other
state or federally managed commercial fishery operating in the U.S.
West Coast Exclusive Economic Zone, or in the state waters of Washing-
ton, Oregon, or California.

(5) Nonspot shrimp may only be harvested using gear with the fol-
lowing specifications, in all areas:

(a) The dimensions of shellfish pots must meet either of the fol-
lowing specifications:

(1) The perimeter of the top or bottom of the pot shall not ex-
ceed a maximum of 153-inches and the height shall not exceed a maximum
of 24-inches.

(ii) The volume of a pot shall not exceed 44,708 cubic inches
(25.87 cubic feet) when measured from the outside of the pot.

(b) The entire top, bottom, and sides must be constructed of mesh
material.

(c) Use of liners is prohibited. A liner is defined as any addi-
tional mesh material, overlaid or underlaid on a shellfish pot, to re-
duce the initial mesh size of the pot.

(d) Entrance tunnels may be constructed of any size mesh materi-
al.

(e) All entrance tunnels directly into a pot from the outside
must open into the pot from the side when the pot is in its intended
operating position.

(f) Use of multi-chamber pots are permitted under the following
conditions:

(1) The escape mechanism must be in the terminal chamber of the
pot.

(ii) The diameter of internal entry tunnels must be equal to or
greater than the diameter of initial entry tunnel.

(g) The mesh size must be greater than or equal to 1/2 inch. Mesh
of 1/2 inch is defined as a mesh that a 3/8 inch square peg will pass
through, excluding the entrance tunnels, except for flexible, knotted
(web) mesh pots or knotless stretch mesh pots, where the mesh must be
at a minimum 1 1/8 inch stretch measure.

(1) For knotted mesh pots, "stretch measure" is defined as the
linear measurement between the inside of one knot to the inside of the
opposite vertical knot of the same cell of mesh, when the mesh is
stretched vertically.

(ii) For knotless stretch mesh pots, "stretch measure" is defined
as the linear measurement between the inside of the bottom node to the
inside of the opposing top node of the same cell of mesh, when the
mesh is stretched vertically.

(h) Pot gear is required to have an escape mechanism as provided
for in WAC 220-340-060.

(1) Pot gear used to harvest nonspot shrimp must comply with this
section unless otherwise designated in a director's permit issued for
the purposes of modifying or designing gear to economically harvest
Pandalus eous, P. jordani, or P. dispar, as provided for in RCW
77.70.425.

(6) Harvest restrictions, all areas:
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(a) It is unlawful to set or pull shellfish pot gear to commer-
cially harvest nonspot shrimp from one hour after official sunset to
one hour before official sunrise.

(b) Each fisher or alternate operator is required to report their
intended catch area of harvest, and an estimate of total pounds that
are being targeted by 7:00 p.m. the evening prior to harvest by email
or text message to shrimp.report@dfw.wa.gov, or by using the Puget
Sound commercial shrimp reporting website.

(c) All nonspot shrimp brought onboard a vessel must be retained.

(d) Nonspot shrimp pot harvest restrictions:

(1) Harvest of nonspot shrimp is not permitted deeper than 175
feet in Shrimp Management Region 2E.

(ii) Harvest of nonspot shrimp is not permitted deeper than 175
feet in Shrimp Management Subregion 1A.

(iii) Harvest of nonspot shrimp is not permitted deeper than 175
feet in Catch Area 23A including the corresponding shrimp subareas
(23A-E, 23A-W, 23A-S, 23A-C).

(iv) Harvest of nonspot shrimp is not permitted deeper than 150
feet in Shrimp Management Region 2W.

RDS-6963.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-24-031, filed 11/22/21, effective
1/1/22)

WAC 220-352-035 Requirement to prepare fish receiving ticket
forms completely and accurately—Determining the appropriate form.

(1) Receivers must completely, accurately, and legibly prepare fish
receiving tickets using a department-approved electronic or depart-
ment-supplied paper form, as further specified in this section.

(2) Receivers must use an electronic fish receiving ticket form
for the following:

(a) Deliveries from vessels fishing under the Pacific Fishery
Management Council's Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery Management Plan
and related regulations under 50 C.F.R., Part 660. This requirement
includes deliveries from research vessels but excludes deliveries of
groundfish made under the trip limits for salmon troll vessels.

(b) Deliveries from directed commercial halibut vessels fishing
under 50 C.F.R., Part 300 or vessels conducting research surveys for
the International Pacific Halibut Commission if not previously deliv-
ered in another jurisdiction.

(c) Deliveries of groundfish harvested from the offshore waters
off Alaska or British Columbia if not previously delivered in another
jurisdiction.

(d) Deliveries of Dungeness crab, ocean pink shrimp, pink shrimp,
coonstripe shrimp, sidestripe shrimp, or spot shrimp, and any other
lawfully landed species taken incidentally by vessels fishing and de-
livering under a coastal Dungeness crab license, a Puget Sound Dunge-
ness crab license, an ocean pink shrimp delivery license, an ocean
pink shrimp single delivery license, a Puget Sound shrimp pot license,
a Puget Sound nonspot pot shrimp license, a Puget Sound shrimp trawl
license, or a coastal spot shrimp license issued by the department.
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(3) Receivers not required to report under subsection (2) of this
section may report using electronic fish receiving ticket forms if
they enter into an electronic fish receiving ticket reporting agree-
ment with the department.

(a) The department reserves the discretion to limit the use of
electronic fish receiving ticket reporting agreements based on spe-
cies, gears, areas, times, or other factors.

(b) Electronic fish receiving ticket reporting agreements will
identify how to access the appropriate electronic forms and may in-
clude terms and conditions related to the timing and manner of comple-
tion and submittal.

(c) Receivers may not submit paper fish receiving tickets for de-
liveries covered by an electronic fish receiving ticket reporting
agreement.

(d) The department or receiver may terminate an electronic fish
receiving ticket reporting agreement with ((£hixrty)) 30 days notice to
the other party.

(e) A receiver who fails to comply with the terms of the elec-
tronic fish receiving ticket agreement commits a violation of this
chapter.

(4) A receiver that is not required or authorized by agreement to
use electronic fish receiving ticket forms must report using the ap-
propriate paper form. There are separate forms for nontreaty troll
fish, marine fish, shellfish, and Puget Sound salmon; and separate
forms for treaty fish and treaty shellfish.
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