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WSR 26-12-075
PERMANENT RULES
DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
(Economic Services Administration)

(Division of Child Support)
[Filed June 3, 2026, 8:44 a.m., effective July 4, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.

Purpose: The division of child support (DCS) is amending WAC
388-14A-6200, 388-14A-6205, and 388-14A-6210 to clarify the adminis-
trative hearing rights available to a paying parent or joint account
holder when DCS has issued a collection action under RCW 74.20A.080,
known as an order to withhold and deliver. The changes clarify that a
timely objection under WAC 388-14A-6200 is scheduled for an adminis-
trative hearing with the office of administrative hearings. Objections
received after the timely objection period will be scheduled for a
conference board under WAC 388-14A-6400 through 388-14A-6415. The
length of the timely objection period is not changing. These amend-
ments provide clarity and reduce confusion over remedies available to
paying parents and joint account holders under WAC 388-14A-6200. Addi-
tional technical changes have been made in line with the office of the
code reviser's drafting guidelines.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC
388-14A-6200, 388-14A-6205, and 388-14A-6210.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 26.23.035, 74.08.090, and
74.20A.310.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 26-09-014 on April 2, 2026.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New O,
Amended 3, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 3, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 3, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: June 3, 2026.

Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator
SHS-5134.3

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 01-24-079, filed 12/3/01, effective
1/3/02)

WAC 388-14A-6200 What remedies are available to contest the di-
vision of child support's seizure of my bank account? (1) If the di-
vision of child support (DCS) takes collection action against a bank

Certified on 6/11/2026 [ 1 ] WSR 26-12-075



Washington State Register WSR 26-12-075

account, safe deposit box, or other property held by a bank, credit
union, or savings and loan (collectively, "the account"), the noncus-
todial parent (NCP) or the joint owner of record of the account may

contest the action ((im—a—hearing)).
(2) The effective date of ((a—hearing—reggest—er)) an objection

is the date DCS receives the request.

(3) The NCP or the joint owner must file the objection within
( (Ewenrty)) 20 days of the date DCS mailed a copy of the order to with-
hold and deliver to the NCP's last known address for the objection to
be considered timely.

(4) The NCP or joint owner of record must state in the objection
the facts supporting the allegation ( (by—theNcPor—the JFeoint—owner))
that the account, or a portion of the account, is exempt from satis-
faction of the NCP's child support obligation.

(5) If either the NCP or the joint owner of record ((ekjeets))
submits a timely objection to the collection action, DCS schedules a
hearing solely for the purpose of determining whether ((exr——set)) one
of the following exemptions applies to the account attached by the or-
der to withhold and deliver:

(a) ((Purswvanmt—te)) Under RCW 26.16.200 and 74.20A.120, the prop-
erty or funds in the community bank account, Jjoint bank account, or
safe deposit box, or a portion of the property or funds ( (whieh)) that
can be identified as the earnings of the NCP's spouse who does not owe
a support obligation to the NCP's child or children, are exempt from
satisfaction of the child support obligation of the NCP( (<))

(b) The funds in a bank account, or a portion of those funds can
be identified as TANF, ((6A-HB+—6A—%+)) SSI benefits, or other kinds of
funds ((whiek)) that are legally exempt from collection action; or

(c) The funds or property attached by the order to withhold and
deliver ((whiek)) that can be identified as being solely owned by the
joint owner of record of the bank account or safe deposit box who does
not owe a child support obligation to the child or children of the
NCP, are exempt from satisfaction of the NCP's child support obliga-
tion.

(6) If either the NCP or the joint owner of record submits an un-
timely or late objection to the collection action, the objection is
treated as a request for a conference board under WAC 388-14A-6400
through 388-14A-6415.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 01-24-079, filed 12/3/01, effective
1/3/02)

WAC 388-14A-6205 What happens at a hearing on an objection to
seizure of a bank account? (1) If either the noncustodial parent
(NCP) or the joint owner of record ((ebjeets)) submits a timely objec-
tion to a division of child support (DCS) collection action against a
bank account, DCS schedules a hearing solely for the purpose of deter-
mining whether ((er——smet)) one of the following exemptions applies to
the funds in the bank account, or to the other property attached by
the order to withhold and deliver:

(a) ((Purswvamt—te)) Under RCW 26.16.200 and 74.20A.120, the prop-
erty or funds in the community bank account, Jjoint bank account, or
safe deposit box, or a portion of the property or funds ((whieh)) that
can be identified as the earnings of the NCP's spouse who does not owe
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a support obligation to the NCP's child or children, are exempt from

satisfaction of the child support obligation of the NCP( (<))
(b) The funds in the bank account, or a portion of those funds
can be identified as TANF, ((6A-HB+—EA—%)) SSI benefits, or other

kinds of funds ((whiek)) that are legally exempt from collection ac-
tion; or

(c) The funds or property attached by the order to withhold and
deliver can be identified as being solely owned by the joint owner of
record of the bank account or safe deposit box who does not owe a
child support obligation to the child or children of the NCP and are
exempt from satisfaction of the NCP's child support obligation.

(2) The person challenging the collection action has the burden
of tracing the funds and proving the property or funds in the bank ac-
count, or property in a safe deposit box, are exempt from satisfaction
of the NCP's child support obligation.

(3) The administrative law judge (ALJ) is limited to the determi-
nation of whether the funds in the bank account, or the other property
attached by the order to withhold and deliver ((&s)), are exempt from
satisfaction of the NCP's child support obligation.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 01-24-079, filed 12/3/01, effective
1/3/02)

WAC 388-14A-6210 What happens to the seized money once an objec-
tion is filed? ((FRre)) (1) If the obijection is timely, the division
of child support (DCS) holds money or property withheld as a result of
collection action taken against a bank account or safe deposit box and
delivered to DCS at the time of an objection, pending the final admin-
istrative order or during any appeal to the courts.

(2) If DCS does not receive a timely objection, DCS distributes
the seized money or property to the noncustodial parent's case or ca-
ses under WAC 388-14A-5000 through 388-14A-5008.

(3) If the objection is untimely or late, DCS holds the seized
money or property still in jits possession pending a conference board
decision, after distribution of the funds regquired under WAC
388-14A-5000 through 388-14A-5008.
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