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PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING
[Filed June 17, 2026, 8:35 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Implementation of section 1307
of ESSB 5801 (2025), Impounded vehicles owned by indigent persons.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
Chapter 46.55 RCW, Towing and impoundment; RCW 46.01.110 Rule-making
authority; and ESSB 5801, chapter 417, Laws of 2025.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: ESSB 5801 from the 2025 legislative session directs
the department of licensing to create a program through rule that com-
pensates registered tow truck operators for vehicle impounds where the
vehicle is owned by an indigent individual. The proposed rule making
will establish program processes, requirements, rates and caps for
compensation, and other elements necessary for operation and public
participation in the program.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.

Process for Developing New Rule: Negotiated rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Ellis Starrett, 1125 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA
98504, phone 360-902-3846, email rulescoordinator@dol.wa.gov, website
dol.wa.gov/about/rulemaking.

June 17, 2026
Ellis Starrett
Rules and Policy Manager
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