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PERMANENT RULES

BOARD OF REGISTRATION
FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

AND LAND SURVEYORS
[Filed June 29, 2026, 7:47 a.m., effective August 1, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: August 1, 2026.
Purpose: Amendments to chapter 196-21 WAC allow individuals to 

take the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying 
fundamentals of land surveying (FLS) exam at any time. Requirements to 
be approved for the exam were repealed. Amendments to RCW allow the 
board of registration for professional engineers and land surveyors to 
decouple the experience requirement to take the FLS exam before meet-
ing the required years of engineering experience for certification. 
This separates the timing of the exam from the experience requirement. 
However, experience requirements must be met before applicants can get 
certified.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
196-21-005, 196-21-010, 196-21-020, 196-21-025, and 196-21-040.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.43.035.
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 26-11-033 on May 18, 2026.
Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-

ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 5, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 5, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 5, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 5, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: June 25, 2026.
Ken Fuller
Director

RDS-7141.1

Chapter 196-21 WAC
LAND SURVEYOR((S))-IN-TRAINING

 CERTIFICATION

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-06-020, filed 2/27/24, effective 
3/29/24)

WAC 196-21-005  Declaration and purpose.  This chapter contains 
rules and procedures for applications((,)) and eligibility to ((take 
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the fundamentals of land surveying examination, and to apply for)) ob-
tain a land surveyor-in-training certificate.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-06-020, filed 2/27/24, effective 
3/29/24)

WAC 196-21-010  Eligibility and applications.  Eligibility for 
((taking the fundamentals of land surveying exam)) applying for a land 
surveyor-in-training certificate requires completion and verification 
of four years of experience. These four years can be achieved through 
board approved education; board approved practical experience or a 
combination of both. All applications must be completed in accordance 
with instructions provided by the board. ((Once an applicant is noti-
fied of board approval to sit for the fundamentals of surveying exami-
nation they will be instructed to schedule their examination with the 
National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES).))

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-07-106, filed 3/19/14, effective 
4/19/14)

WAC 196-21-020  Practical experience.  ((Qualifying practical ex-
perience must be in the form of broad based, progressive learning in 
the fundamental knowledge of land surveying theory and practice. Prac-
tical experience must be under the direct supervision of a person au-
thorized to practice land surveying by a board recognized authority. 
The breadth of experience, while not limited to, shall include:

(1))) The following criteria will be used in evaluating an appli-
cant's experience:

(1) Practical work experience must be verified by a land survey-
or(s) licensed in a board-approved jurisdiction.

(2) The verifier must have directly supervised the applicant's 
technical and have personal knowledge of the applicant's land survey-
ing experience.

(3) Practical work should include a demonstration of the knowl-
edge of land surveying theory in some or all of the following experi-
ence areas:

(a) Performing complex survey calculations;
(((2))) (b) Conducting boundary and corner research;
(((3))) (c) Preparing and using property descriptions;
(((4))) (d) Understanding and applying fundamental boundary and 

topographic principles;
(((5))) (e) Making and/or analyzing horizontal and vertical con-

trol measurements; and
(((6))) (f) Being skilled in survey equipment care and usage.
Practical experience gained while enrolled in a board approved 

curriculum will be considered as part of the educational process and 
not be recognized as separate experience. No more than one year of ex-
perience will be granted for one calendar year.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-06-020, filed 2/27/24, effective 
3/29/24)

WAC 196-21-025  ((Educational)) Education as experience.  All 
((applicants are required to have official transcripts submitted to 
the board to obtain maximum educational experience credit. Applicants 
enrolled in a school or college that have achieved senior standing in 
a baccalaureate curriculum in land surveying approved by the board are 
eligible to take the fundamentals-of-land surveying examination)) 
transcripts from any school in any location must be official and up-
loaded to the applicant's NCEES profile for verification by NCEES.

Qualifying educational experience may be:
(1) A baccalaureate degree in land surveying from ((a board ap-

proved curriculum for up to four years; or
(2) An associate degree in land surveying from a board approved 

curriculum for up to two years; or
(3) Each year of qualifying board approved coursework in land 

surveying, without a degree, that will be evaluated for relevancy and 
equivalency to a structured curriculum for up to one year;

(4) A postgraduate degree approved by the board for up to one 
year.)) an ABET accredited program meets the four year requirement.

(2) Other education will be evaluated by the board pursuant to 
WAC 196-16-010(2). Transcripts from non-ABET accredited schools may 
require degree evaluation as determined by the board.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-06-020, filed 2/27/24, effective 
3/29/24)

WAC 196-21-040  Obtaining certification as a land surveyor-in-
training in Washington.  To obtain certification as a land surveyor-
in-training in Washington you must pass the fundamentals of surveying 
exam and submit an application and applicable fees to the board show-
ing you meet the requirements listed in WAC 196-21-020 and 196-21-025.
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