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WSR 26-15-061
PROPOSED RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

LABOR AND INDUSTRIES
[Order 25-20—Filed July 14, 2026, 9:01 a.m.]

Original Notice.

Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 25-16-098.

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Electrical
rules: Electrical vehicle supply equipment and competency examina-
tions; chapter 296-46B WAC, Electrical safety standards, administra-
tion, and installation.

Hearing Location(s): On August 26, 2026, at 9:00 a.m., at the De-
partment of Labor and Industries (L&I), 7273 Linderson Way S.W., Tum-
water, WA 98501; or join electronically via Zoom at https://lni-wa-
gov.zoom.us/j/893132875372pwd=qwvNT9PdeN1ESHxjJIDgl14K59cmFel.1l, Pass-
code Electric@l; or join by phone (audio only) 253-215-8782, Meeting
ID 893 1328 7537, Passcode 7592631469. The in-person and virtual/tele-
phonic hearing starts at 9:00 a.m. and will continue until all oral
comments are received.

Date of Intended Adoption: October 20, 2026.

Submit Written Comments to: Meagan Edwards, L&I, Customer Serv-
ice, Compliance, and Public Safety Division, P.O. Box 44400, Olympia,
WA 98504-4400, email CSCPSRules@Lni.wa.gov, fax 360-704-1980, begin-
ning July 15, 2026, at 8:00 a.m., by August 26, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Meagan Edwards,
phone 360-522-0125, fax 360-704-1980, email Meagan.Edwards@Lni.wa.gov,
by August 12, 2026.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including
Any Changes in Existing Rules: The proposed amendments to chapter
296-46B WAC would affect requirements for installing electric vehicle
supply equipment and electrician and administrator competency examina-
tions.

The amendments are needed to implement SSB 5528 (chapter 233,
Laws of 2025), concerning the installation of transportation electri-
fication infrastructure.

The legislation enacted additional certification requirements for
electricians installing electric vehicle supply equipment on public
works projects that took effect January 1, 2026. Provisions of the
bill include:

. Persons installing electric vehicle supply equipment on all pub-
lic works, as defined in RCW 39.4.010 [39.04.010], must be certi-
fied by the electric vehicle infrastructure training program
(EVITP) or a similar nationally recognized training program;

. If EVITP or a similar nationally recognized program is not open
to all general journey level electricians, EVITP certification is
no longer required; and

. Certification is required only for work on the electrical compo-
nents during the installation and maintenance of electric vehicle
supply equipment.

The requirements of the bill do not apply to certain apprentices
when the supervising journey level electrician is certified by a
training program and for installation projects under contract as of
January 1, 2026.

The legislature provided L&I authority to adopt rules to imple-
ment the requirements.
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The proposed amendments are also needed to streamline require-
ments for electrician and administrator competency examinations and
for updates, clarification, housekeeping, and other changes.

Proposed amendments to this chapter are as follows:

New Section:

WAC 296-46B-941 Electric vehicle supply equipment installation—Cer-
tification. Creates a new section to implement the provisions of SSB
5528. The amendments address:

. Certification requirements for the installation and maintenance
of electric vehicle supply equipment on all public works
projects.

. Failing to comply with certification requirements, violations,
and civil penalties.

. Requirements for similar nationally recognized programs.

. Defining the meaning of terms applicable to the section.

Amended Sections:
WAC 296-46B-935 Administrator certificate.

. Adds language to clarify the existing scope of work that electri-
cal administrators can perform.
. Clarifies the renewal requirements for administrator certificates
and inactive status.
. Clarifies the process of unassignment and suspension for electri-
cal contractors and electrical administrators.
. Clarifies the rule without changing its effect. These include:
o Clarifying L&I's approval process for taking the administra-
tor certification examination.
o Clarifying that testing agencies for examinations must be
designated by L&I.
o) Updating the rule for general housekeeping, such as renum-
bering, formatting, replacing written numbers with numerals,
etc.

WAC 296-46B-942 Training certificate required.
. Amends a reference due to renumbering.

WAC 296-46B-960 Administrator and electrician certificate of competen-
cy examinations.

. Updates testing accommodation requirement to align with other
state and federal regulations and identifies the point of contact
for requests.

. Amends language to extend the time frame from one year to two
years to complete the examination.

. Amends the waiting period between attempts for completion of ex-
aminations from 90 days to 60 days.

. Clarifies the application and approval process for the adminis-
trator and electrician certificate of competency examinations.

. Adds new language to clarify the fees and payment process for ex-
aminations administered by an L&I-designated testing agency.

. Adds new language that explains the application, payment, and ap-
proval process for L&I-administered examinations.

. Adds new language that requires apprentices and individuals

learning the electrical construction trade to have in their pos-
session proof of approved apprenticeship or training program reg-
istration to align with statute.
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. Clarifies the rule without changing its effect. These include:

o Clarifying the waiting period for eligibility to retest for
examination.

e} Clarifying that L&I approval is not required to take the ad-
ministrator certificate examination.

o Clarifying that testing agencies for examinations must be
designated by L&I.

) Updating the rule for general housekeeping, such as renum-
bering, formatting, grammar, relocating existing language,
etc.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: Rules are required for consistency
with SSB 5528 that took effect January 1, 2026. Additional amendments
under this rule making are also necessary to streamline requirements
for electrician and administrator competency examinations.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: SSB 5528, chapter 233, Laws of
2025; and chapter 19.28 RCW, Electricians and electrical installa-
tions, including RCW 19.28.031 and 19.28.251.

Statute Being Implemented: SSB 5528, chapter 233, Laws of 2025;
and chapter 19.28 RCW, Electricians and electrical installations, in-
cluding RCW 19.28.031 and 19.28.251.

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court
decision.

Name of Proponent: L&I, governmental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Randy Barnes,
Program Manager, Tumwater, Washington, 509-735-0931; Implementation
and Enforcement: Jennifer Williams, Assistant Director, Tumwater,
Washington, 360-902-6348.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is required under RCW 34.05.328. A pre-
liminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting Meagan
Edwards, L&I, Customer Service, Compliance, and Public Safety, P.O.
Box 44400, Olympia, WA 98504-4400, phone 360-522-0125, fax
360-704-1980, email CSCPSRules@Lni.wa.gov.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal:

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(3) as the rules are adopting or in-
corporating by reference without material change federal
statutes or regulations, Washington state statutes, rules of
other Washington state agencies, shoreline master programs
other than those programs governing shorelines of statewide
significance, or, as referenced by Washington state law, na-
tional consensus codes that generally establish industry
standards, if the material adopted or incorporated regulates
the same subject matter and conduct as the adopting or in-
corporating rule; rules only correct typographical errors,
make address or name changes, or clarify language of a rule
without changing its effect; rules set or adjust fees under
the authority of RCW 19.02.075 or that set or adjust fees or
rates pursuant to legislative standards, including fees set
or adjusted under the authority of RCW 19.80.045; and rules
adopt, amend, or repeal a procedure, practice, or require-
ment relating to agency hearings; or a filing or related
process requirement for applying to an agency for a license
or permit.

Scope of exemption for rule proposal:
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Is partially exempt:
Explanation of partial exemptions:

This proposed rule
section is not
exempt - This proposed rule section is exempt.
Proposed WAC Sections and Title Analysis is required Provide RCW to support this exemption.
1. | WAC 296-46B-935 Administrator Ul This section is exempt under RCW 34.05.310 (4)(d)
certificate. - Adopts changes that clarify language of a rule
without changing the effect.
RCW 34.05.328 (5)(c)(i) - A procedural rule that
adopts, amends, or repeals any filing or related
process requirement for making application to an
agency for a license or permit.
RCW 34.05.328 (5)(c)(ii) - An interpretative rule
that does not independently impose a penalty or
sanction on a person or entity.
2. | WAC 296-46B-941 Electric vehicle X
equipment installation—Certification.
3. | WAC 296-46B-942 Training O This section is exempt under RCW 34.05.310 (4)(d)
certificate required. - Adopts changes that clarify language of a rule
without changing the effect.
4. | WAC 296-46B-960 Administrator and X
electrician certificate of competency
examinations.

The proposed rule does not impose more-than-minor costs on busi-
nesses. Following is a summary of the agency's analysis showing how
costs were calculated. According to the Regulatory Fairness Act under
RCW 19.85.030, an agency shall prepare a small business economic im-
pact statement (SBEIS): (i) If the proposed rule will impose more-
than-minor costs on businesses in an industry; or (ii) if requested to
do so by a majority vote of the joint administrative rules review com-
mittee within forty-five days of receiving the notice of proposed rule
making under RCW 34.05.320. The proposed rule does not impose addi-
tional costs on affected entities and individuals. As such, L&I 1is ex-—
empt from conducting an SBEIS for this rule making.

July 14, 2026
Joel Sacks
Director

RDS-6715.8

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-11-053 and 20-14-083, filed
5/19/20 and 6/30/20, effective 10/29/20)

WAC 296-46B-935 Administrator certificate.

General.

(1) The department will deny application, renewal, change of as-
signment, reinstatement, or issuance of an administrator or master
electrician certificate if an individual owes money as a result of an
outstanding final judgment (s) under chapter 19.28 RCW.

(2) ((For—speeial—acecommodationsece WAL 206—46B-060—
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+3¥)) An applicant will not be issued a specialty administrator
certificate that is a subspecialty of a certificate the applicant cur-
rently holds (i.e., the applicant is not eligible to take the domestic
((wetd)) pump (03A) administrator examination if the applicant cur-
rently possesses a pump and irrigation (03) administrator certifi-
cate) .

Qualifying for examination.

((#4)r)) (3) There are no qualification requirements for taking an
administrator certificate examination, no department approval is re-
quired. ((Apptieants)) To arrange for examination, individuals should
contact the testing agency designated by the department directly. For
testing accommodations see WAC 296-46B-960.

Original - Administrator certificates.

((#5)F)) (4) The scope of work for ((ereetriead)) administrators
is described in WAC 296-46B-920. Except for exempt telecommunications
work under RCW 19.28.511, administrators are not exempt from require-
ments under RCW 19.28.161 when they are performing work in the elec-
trical construction trade unless exempt from certification require-
ments under RCW 19.28.261. The department will issue an original ad-
ministrator certificate to a general administrator, or specialty ad-
ministrator who:

(a) Successfully completes the appropriate administrator examina-
tion; and

(b) Submits the appropriate examination passing report from the
testing agency designated by the department with the applicant's: Date
of birth, full legal name, mailing address, and Social Security num-
ber; and

(c) Pays all appropriate fees as listed in WAC 296-46B-909.

For an examination report to be considered, all the above must be
submitted within ((afrety)) 90 days after the completion of the exami-
nation. After ((mimetsy)) 90 days, the applicant will be required to
successfully retake the complete examination. An individual's original
administrator certificate will expire on their birth date at least one
year, and not more than three years, from the date of original issue.

Combination - Specialty administrator certificate.

((#6)r)) (5) The department may issue a combination specialty ad-
ministrator certificate to an individual who qualifies for more than
one specialty administrators' certificate. The combination specialty
administrators' certificate will plainly indicate the specialty admin-
istrator's certificate(s) the holder has qualified for. Telecommunica-
tions cannot be issued a combination because the renewal requirements
are different from those required for electrical administrators.

Renewal - Administrator certificate.

((HF)) (6) An individual must apply for renewal of their admin-
istrator certificate on or before the expiration date of the certifi-
cate. The individual may not apply for renewal more than ((aimaetsy)) 90
days prior to the expiration date. Renewed electrical administrator
certificates are valid for three years ((—with—+the—-exeception—-of)). Re-
newed telecommunications ( (administraters,—who—witltbe—renewed)) ad-—
ministrator certificates are valid for two years. An assigned adminis-
trator will be automatically unassigned by the department if they fail
to renew their administrator certificate on or before their certifi-
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cate expiration date. Further effects and actions related to unassign-
ment are described in subsection (10) (¢) through (f) of this section.

((#8¥)) (7) An individual may renew their administrator certifi-
cate within ((sdmety)) 90 days after the expiration date of the cer-
tificate without reexamination if the individual applies for renewal
and pays the late renewal fee listed in WAC 296-46B-909. If the cer-
tificate is not renewed on or before the expiration date, the individ-
ual shall pay twice the usual fee.

((#%¥)) (8) All renewals received more than ((afmety)) 90 days
after the expiration date of the certificate will be denied. The ad-
ministrator will be required to pass the appropriate administrator ex-
amination before being recertified.

((+0)) (9) All applicants for certificate renewal must:

(a) Submit a complete renewal application;

(b) Pay all appropriate fees as listed in WAC 296-46B-909; and

(c) Complete the continuing education requirements described in
WAC 296-46B-970. Continuing education classes are only valid when all
the requirements of WAC 296-46B-970 are completed.

Telecommunications administrators are not required to provide
continuing education information.

Continuing education for pump and irrigation (03) and domestic
pump (03A) administrators may be comprised of ((£ifty)) 50 percent
electrical and ((f+£ty)) 50 percent plumbing instruction.

((++-)) (10) (a) An individual who has not completed the required
hours of continuing education can renew an electrical administrator's
certificate if ((the—dndividueat—applies—Ffeor renewatlon—or before—the
certifieat xpires)) their application for renewal is received by the
department no later than 90 days after the expiration date of their
certificate and pays the appropriate renewal fee listed in WAC
296-46B-909. However, the certificate will be placed in an inactive
status. If the certificate is not renewed on or before the expiration
date, the individual shall pay twice the usual fee. To maintain inac-
tive status, the certificate must be renewed no later than 90 days af-
ter the expiration date of the certificate.

An unexpired inactive certificate will be returned to active sta-
tus upon validation, by the department, of the required continuing ed-
ucation requirements.

(b) When the certificate is placed in inactive status, an as-
signed electrical administrator will be automatically unassigned from
the electrical contractor.

(c) The department must notify the electrical contractor ( (witE
be——rmotified)) of the unassignment ((and—has—rminetydays—teo—replace—the
administrator—Anrassitgnment—fee—will—+thenbereeguired—Pper WAL
206—46B—-909—

,
Q -
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( () (d) Upon the unassignment of a designated administrator,

the contractor's license is automatically suspended if they do not
have an administrator or master electrician designated by assignment
within 90 days, or within 180 days as allowed under RCW 19.28.061 (1)
and 19.28.430(1), as applicable.

(e) Restoring assignment designation requires a completed assign-
ment request prescribed by the department and payment of an assignment
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of administrator or master electrician fee required under WAC
296-46B-909.

(f) To reinstate a contractor license suspended under (d) of this
subsection, contractors must designate an administrator or master
electrician as described in (e) of this subsection, apply for rein-
statement as prescribed by the department, and pay a reinstatement fee
required under WAC 296-46B-9009.

(11) An individual may renew a suspended administrator's certifi-
cate by submitting a complete renewal application including obtaining
and submitting the continuing education required for renewal. However,
the certificate will remain in a suspended status for the duration of
the suspension period. Before the suspended administrator's certifi-
cate can be activated, the holder must pass the appropriate adminis-
trator examination in accordance with RCW 19.28.061 (2) (a).

((+3>)) (12) An individual may not renew a revoked administra-
tor's certificate.

NEW SECTION

WAC 296-46B-941 Electric vehicle equipment installation—Certif-
ication. (1) Effective January 1, 2026, in addition to department
certifications required under RCW 19.28.161 and issued under RCW
19.28.211, installation and maintenance of electric vehicle supply
equipment (EVSE) on all public works as defined in RCW 39.04.010 must
be performed by:

(a) Persons certified by the electric vehicle infrastructure
training program (EVITP™) or a similar nationally recognized program;
or

(b) Apprentices meeting the criteria of RCW 19.28.161 (2) (a) (1)
when the supervising journey level electrician is certified pursuant
to (a) of this subsection.

(2) The certification required by subsection (1) of this section
is only in effect so long as EVITP™ or a similarly recognized program
are open to all journey level electricians.

(3) The certification required by subsection (1) of this section
does not apply to the installation of EVSE that is under contract be-
fore January 1, 2026.

(4) Failing to be certified by the EVITP™ or a department ap-
proved similar nationally recognized program when required by this
section is a violation of this chapter. Violators are subject to civil
penalties pursuant to WAC 296-46B-915(14).

(5) Employing a person to install or maintain EVSE who is not
certified by the EVITP™ or a department approved similar nationally
recognized program when required by this section is a violation of
this chapter. Violators are subject to civil penalties pursuant to WAC
296-46B-915(14) .

(6) Failure of the designated master electrician or administrator
to ensure that all persons installing EVSE are certified by the EVITP™
or a department approved similar nationally recognized program when
required by this section is a violation of this chapter. Violators are
subject to civil penalties pursuant to WAC 296-46B-915 (12) (d).

(7) A similar nationally recognized program must be approved by
the department, and all of the following requirements apply. Programs
must:
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(a) Apply to the department. Application for initial approval or
renewal must be made using a form prescribed by the department. Pro-
gram approval begins on the date of department approval and is not ap-
plicable before that date. Department approval expires every three
years.

(b) Pay initial program review and renewal fees to the department
equal to fees in WAC 296-46B-909(6) at the time of initial application
and program renewal.

(c) Consist of curriculum that is substantially similar to the
electric vehicle infrastructure training program curriculum. Program
curriculum must be developed in collaboration with industry partners
and stakeholders representing parties similar to those collaborating
with the EVITP™.

(d) Provide upon program completion, verifiable certification
that certifies the holder to install and maintain all EVSE. Nothing in
this subsection restricts a manufacturer's ability to require addi-
tional training beyond what is required by this section.

(8) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Certified by the EVITP™ or a similar nationally recognized
program" means having proof of valid unexpired certification issued by
the EVITP™ or a similar nationally recognized program.

(b) "Electric vehicle infrastructure training program" means
Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Training Program (EVITP™) .
(c) "Similar nationally recognized program" means a program ap-—

proved by the department.

(d) "Electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE)" means equipment
for plug-in charging, including the ungrounded, grounded, and equip-
ment grounding conductors, and the electric vehicle connectors, at-
tachment plugs, personal protection system, and all other fittings,
devices, power outlets, or apparatus installed specifically for the
purpose of transferring energy between the premises wiring system and
the electric vehicle.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-23-069, filed 11/18/25, effective
12/19/25)

WAC 296-46B-942 Training certificate required.

General.

(1) To work in the electrical construction trade as an electrical
trainee, an individual must possess, wear, and visibly display a cur-
rent valid electrical training certificate, learning the trade in the
proper ratio, per RCW 19.28.161, under the supervision of a certified
master journey level electrician, journey level electrician, master
specialty electrician working in their specialty, or specialty elec-
trician working in their specialty.

The trainee must meet all the requirements of WAC 296-46B-940 re-
lated to visibly displaying a current certificate and having a valid
photo identification on his/her person.

Unless working in a specialty, apprentices and individuals learn-
ing the electrical construction trade must have in their possession
proof of apprenticeship or journey level training program registra-
tion. They must show their apprenticeship or training program regis-
tration documents to an authorized representative of the department at
the representative's request.
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(2) An active training certificate is required for all individu-
als throughout the individual's enrollment and matriculation in an ap-
proved construction electrician training school program described in
RCW 19.28.191. A training certificate is required to work in the elec-
trical construction trade if an individual does not:

(a) Possess a current journey level certificate of competency is-
sued by the department;

(b) Possess a current specialty electrician certificate of compe-
tency issued by the department while working in that specialty's scope
of work; or

(c) Is not working in exempt status as allowed by chapter 19.28
RCW.

(3) Trainees who have had their training certificates revoked or
suspended (during the duration of the revocation or suspension) will
not be issued a training certificate.

Original training certificates.

(4) The department will issue an original training certificate
when the trainee applicant submits a complete training certificate ap-
plication including:

(a) Date of birth, mailing address, Social Security number; and

(b) All appropriate fees as listed in WAC 296-46B-9009.

All applicants for an electrical training certificate must be at
least 16 years of age. The original training certificate will be wvalid
for two years. If an individual has previously held an electrical
training certificate, then that individual is not eligible for a sub-
sequent original training certificate.

Specialty specific - Zero percent and 75 percent supervision
modified training certificates.

(5) For specialties as allowed in Table 945-1 (i.e., specialties
with 720 minimum hours of work experience required to be eligible for
examination) :

(a) The department will approve the trainee to take the appropri-
ate specialty competency examination necessary to qualify for a zero
percent supervision modified training certificate. To qualify, the
trainee applicant must submit a complete zero percent supervision
modified training certificate application including:

(1) Date of birth, mailing address, Social Security number;

(ii) Affidavit of experience fulfilling the minimum work experi-
ence hours required to qualify for the specialty examination described
in Table 945-1; and

(iii) All appropriate fees as listed in WAC 296-46B-909.

Upon successful completion of the appropriate examination, the
trainee will be issued a nonrenewable zero percent supervision modi-
fied training certificate for the appropriate specialty. The zero per-
cent supervision modified training certificate will be restricted in
duration to the time allowed in Table 945-1, note 2.

(b) Prior to the expiration of the zero percent supervision modi-
fied training certificate, the individual must submit a complete ap-
plication for a 75 percent supervision modified training certificate
for the appropriate specialty including:

(1) Seventy-five percent supervision training certificate appli-
cation including: Date of birth, mailing address, Social Security num-
ber; and

(ii) All appropriate fees as listed in WAC 296-46B-909.

(c) A trainee may possess multiple (i.e., in different special-
ties) modified supervision training certificates for specialties where
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reduced supervision is allowed in Table 945-1. Combination training
certificates will not be issued.

Renewal of training certificates.

(6) An individual must apply for renewal of their training cer-
tificate on or before the expiration date of the certificate. The in-
dividual may not apply for renewal more than 90 days prior to the ex-
piration date. Renewed certificates are valid for two years.

(7) An individual may renew their training certificate after the
expiration date if the individual pays the late renewal fee listed in
WAC 296-46B-909.

(8) All applicants for training certificate renewal must:

(a) Submit a complete renewal application;

(b) Pay all appropriate fees; and

(c) Complete the approved basic trainee classes required by WAC
296-46B-970. Basic trainee classes are only valid when all the re-
quirements of WAC 296-46B-970 are completed.

(d) (1) Deadline for affidavits of experience for hours worked by
an individual while not registered in a department-approved appren-
ticeship program:

(A) Affidavits of experience for the prior two years must be re-
ceived by the department within 180 days after every electrical train-
ing certificate expiration date.

(B) Affidavits must be complete, signed, and notarized.

(C) Hours claimed from affidavits of experience received after
the 180 day deadline described in (d) (i) (A) of this subsection, shall
not count towards hours required to qualify for electrician certifica-
tion examinations or unsupervised electrical training certificates un-
less otherwise allowed by the chief electrical inspector due to un-
foreseeable circumstances.

Employers are required to provide the necessary documentation and
signed affidavit of experience to the trainee within 20 days after the
trainee requests the affidavit. See WAC 296-46B-942(12). See WAC
296-46B-985(4) for the penalty for providing a false or inaccurate af-
fidavit of experience. If the individual is enrolled in a department
approved apprenticeship program, the program may submit the required
affidavit(s) of experience upon the individual's completion of the re-
quired experience hours without cost to the individual. The affidavit
of experience must accurately attest to:

(ii) The electrical installation work performed for each employer
the individual worked for in the electrical trade during the previous
period;

(iii) The correct electrical category the individual worked in;
and

(iv) The actual number of hours worked in each category under the
proper supervision of a Washington certified, master journey level
electrician, Jjourney level electrician or appropriate master specialty
electrician or specialty electrician under that specific training cer-
tificate. If a trainee possesses multiple training certificates, an
affidavit must be submitted for each training certificate for the
hours worked under that specific training certificate.

If the individual is enrolled in a department approved appren-
ticeship program, the program may submit the required affidavit(s) of
experience upon the individual's completion of the required experience
hours without cost to the individual.

(9) An individual may not renew a training certificate until the
required hours of basic classroom education have been completed.
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(10) An individual may renew a suspended training certificate by
submitting a complete renewal application including obtaining and sub-
mitting the basic trainee class education required for renewal. Howev-
er, the certificate will remain in a suspended status for the duration
of the suspension period.

(11) An individual will not be issued a renewed or reinstated
training certificate if the individual owes the department money as a
result of an outstanding final judgment under chapter 19.28 RCW.

(12) The individual should ask each employer and/or apprentice-
ship training director for an accurately completed, signed, and nota-
rized affidavit of experience for the previous certification period.
The employer (s) or apprenticeship training director(s) must provide
the previous period's affidavit of experience to the individual within
20 days of the request. If an individual is enrolled in an approved
electrical construction trade apprenticeship program under chapter
49.04 RCW, the individual and their apprenticeship training director
and/or each employer must give the department an accurately completed,
signed, and notarized affidavit of experience accurately attesting to:

(a) The electrical installation work the individual performed in
the electrical trade during the previous certification period;

(b) The correct electrical category the individual worked in; and

(c) The actual number of hours worked in each category under the
proper supervision of a Washington certified master journey level
electrician, Jjourney level electrician or appropriate master specialty
or specialty electrician for each employer. For apprentices enrolled
in a registered apprenticeship program, the training director or their
designated authorized signer are the only authorized signatures the
department will accept on affidavits of experience.

(13) The employer(s) and/or apprenticeship training director(s)
or their designated authorized signer must sign and have notarized the
affidavit of experience attesting to the accuracy of all information
contained in the affidavit.

(14) The trainee, supervising electrician, contractor, and as-
signed administrator or master electrician are responsible for ensur-
ing compliance with subsection (13) of this section. See WAC
296-46B-985 and 296-46B-990 (3) (c¢) and (f) for information about fail-
ing to submit or submitting false/fraudulent documents. Falsifying
documents may be considered perjury and might result in criminal pros-
ecution, civil penalty, or certificate revocation or suspension.

Trainees without supervision present on the job site.

(15) When the supervising electrician is found to not be present
on the job site, the trainee may be given a form by the inspector that
must be fully completed and returned or postmarked within 24 hours to
the inspector. The supervising electrician must sign the statement for
the trainee if appropriate supervision was provided. If the supervis-
ing electrician fails or refuses to assist the trainee in completing
the form, the trainee must return the form with a signed and dated
statement stating the supervising electrician's name and saying that
the supervising electrician refused to assist.

Trainees seeking a journey level electrician certificate - Work-
ing with no supervision.

(16) Trainee seeking a general (01) journey level electrician
certificate of competency. After review by the department, a trainee
may be issued a six-month, nonrenewable unsupervised electrical train-
ing certificate that will allow the individual to work without super-
vision i1if the trainee:
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(a) Has submitted a complete application for an unsupervised
electrical training certificate;

(b) Has worked over 7,000 hours properly supervised not to in-
clude more than 4,000 of specialty experience;

(c) Has successfully completed or is currently enrolled in an ap-
proved apprenticeship program or an electrical construction trade pro-
gram in a school approved by the board of community and technical col-
leges;

(d) Has paid all appropriate training certificate fees listed in
WAC 296-46B-909;

(e) Is currently working for and continues to work for a licensed
electrical contractor that employs at least one certified journey lev-
el or specialty electrician in the appropriate specialty; and

(f) Has not previously failed a journey level electrician certif-
icate of competency examination (see WAC 296-46B-960 ((+++Hr)) (9)).

Trainees seeking certain specialty electrician certificates -
Working with reduced or no supervision.

(17) After review by the department, a trainee may be issued a
nonrenewable zero percent supervision training certificate that will
allow the individual to work without supervision if the trainee meets
the requirements in subsection (5) of this section.

(18) Electrical trainees may work unsupervised when installing
HVAC/R thermostat cable when the HVAC/R system consists of a single
thermostat in one- and two-family dwelling units where line voltage
power has not been connected to the dwelling's electrical system.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-05-085, filed 2/21/24, effective
4/1/24)

WAC 296-46B-960 Administrator and electrician certificate of
competency examinations.

General.
(1) (a) The minimum passing score on any examination or examina-

tion section is 70 percent. ((H—examinationis—reqguested—+tobe—admin—

aq O

(b) For approval for all electrician examinations, individuals

must submit an application as prescribed by the department and pay all
appropriate fees listed under WAC 296-46B-909. The department shall
notify applicants of approval or denial of their application. After
approval, the department shall provide the candidate with a unigue
candidate identification number and instructions for arranging for ex-
amination. If the individual does not successfully complete the exami-
nation within two vears of the date of department approval, they must
submit a new application for examination approval to the department
and pay all appropriate fees listed under WAC 296-46B-909.

(c) For all administrator examinations, there are no qualifica-
tion requirements and no department approval is required. When a can-
didate fails to successfully complete an administrator examination
within two vears of the date of their first attempt, the candidate
must begin a new two-vear examination period. Candidates must attempt
all sections each time they begin a new two-year examination period.
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Scores from previous examination periods are not applicable to new ex-
amination periods.

(d) For examinations administered by a department designated
testing agency, examination fees are set by the testing agency. Candi-
dates must contact the testing agency directly to arrange for payment.

(e) When the department has a contract with a testing agency to
administer examinations, department-administered examinations are not
available unless allowed at the department's discretion. For depart-
ment-administered examinations, an application for a department-admin-
istered examination is required. Applications must be made as prescri-
bed by the department. Applicants must pay all appropriate examination
fees listed under WAC 296-46B-909. If the individual does not success-—
fully complete the examination within two years of the date of depart-
ment approval, they must submit a new application for examination ap-
proval to the department and pay all appropriate fees listed under WAC
296-46B-909.

(2) All examinations are open book.

(a) Candidates may use:

(i) Any original copyrighted material;

(ii) A silent, nonprinting, nonprogrammable calculator that is
not designed for preprogrammed electrical calculations;

(iii) Copies of chapter 19.28 RCW and this chapter; or
iv) A ((fereigrn)) language translation dictionary ( (Ehat—dees

(
rot——econtaindefinttions) )
(b) Candidates may not use:
(1) Copies of copyrighted material;
(ii) Copies of internet publications, except for RCWs or WACs;
(11ii) Personal notes; or

(iv) A personal computing device of any type other than the cal-
culator in (a) (ii) of this subsection.

(3) (a) Administrator, master electrician, and electrician exami-
nations may consist of multiple sections.

(b) For all administrator examinations, all sections must be suc-
cessfully completed within a ((eme—yea¥)) two-year examination period
((efFter)) beginning ( (the—examination)) on the date of first attempt
and ending two vears later. Within their two-vear examination period,
candidates do not have to retake any sections successfully completed
within the two-vear examination period. If all sections are not suc-
cessfully completed within the two-year examination period, the candi-
date must begin a new two-year examination period. Candidates must at-
tempt all sections each time they begin a new two-year examination pe-
riod. Scores from previous examination periods are not applicable to
new examination periods.

(c) For all master electrician and electrician examinations, all
sections must be successfully completed within a ((eme—year)) Lwo-year
examination period beginning with the date of the examination appro-
val. Within the ((eme—yea®)) two-year examination period, the candi-
date does not have to retake any sections successfully completed with-
in the two-year examination period. If all sections are not success-
fully completed within the ((eme—yea¥)) two-year examination period,
the candidate must reapply for examination approval and begin a new
two-year examination period ((aempd—retake—-atl—seetions)). Candidates
must attempt all sections each time they begin a new two-vear examina-
tion period. Scores from previous examination periods are not applica-
ble to new examination periods.

(€ a1 laks : :  on
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Testing accommodations.

(4) (a) Testing accommodations are available for candidates with
disabilities or limited-English proficiency in accordance with federal
reqgulations.

(b) Candidates must arrange for accommodations prior to schedul-
ing an examination by contacting the department's designated testing
agency, or the department if they are administering the examination.

Failed examination appeal procedures.

((#6r)) (5) Any candidate who takes an examination and does not
pass the examination may request a review of the examination.

(a) The department will not modify examination results unless the
candidate presents clear and convincing evidence of error in the grad-
ing of the examination.

(b) The department will not consider any challenge to examination
grading unless the total of the potentially revised score would result
in a passing score.

((+F)) (6) The procedure for requesting an informal review of
examination results is as follows:

(a) The request must be made in writing to the chief electrical
inspector and must be received within 20 days of the date of the ex-
amination and must request a rescore of the examination. The written
request must include the appropriate fees for examination review de-
scribed in WAC 296-46B-909.

(b) The following procedures apply to a review of the results of
the examination:

(1) The candidate will be allowed one hour to review their exami-
nation.

(ii) The candidate must identify the challenged questions of the
examination and must state the specific reason(s) why the results
should be modified with multiple published reference material support-
ing the candidate's position.
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(iii) Within 15 days of the candidate's review, the department
will review the examination and candidate's justification and notify
the candidate in writing of the department's decision.

Failing an administrator certificate exam or electrician certifi-
cate of competency examination.

((#8¥)) (1) Anyone failing an administrator or electrician compe-
tency examination may retake the examination by making arrangements
with the department-designated testing agency and paying the retesting
fee.

((#%¥)) (8) If the individual makes a failing score within a two-
vear examination period described in subsection (3) (b) and (c) of this
section, the individual must wait ((twe—weeks)) 14 days before being
eligible to retest unless subsection (9) of this section requires a
60-day waiting period between attempts.

((+0)) (9) If the individual fails ((a—pa¥E)) one or more sec-
tions of an electrician, administrator, or master electrician examina-
tion three times within a ((emre—yea¥r)) two-year examination period de-
scribed in subsection (3) (b) and (c) of this section, the individual
must wait ((Ehree—moernths)) 60 days to retake ((the—faitedportion—of
the—examinatioen)) any section. The 60-day interval between attempts
applies until the individual successfully completes the examination.

((++r)) (10) Anyone failing an electrician competency examina-
tion may continue to work in the electrical trade if they have a valid
electrical training certificate and work under the direct supervision
of a certified journey level or specialty electrician in the proper
ratio, ((pe¥r)) required under RCW 19.28.161. In addition, unless work-
ing in a specialty, apprentices and individuals learning the electri-
cal construction trade must also have in their possession proof of de-
partment approved apprenticeship or training program registration.

Cheating on an examination.

((+2r)) (11) Anyone found cheating on an examination, attempting
to bribe a proctor or other agent involved in administering an exami-
nation, or using inappropriate materials/equipment during an examina-
tion will be required to wait at least 11 months before being allowed
to reexamine. All such reexaminations will be administered by the de-
partment in Tumwater, Washington and the candidate will be required to
apply and schedule for the examination with the chief electrical in-
spector. The department may also file a civil penalty action under
chapter 19.28 RCW.

Examination confidentiality.

((3+3))) (12) All examination questions are confidential. Exami-
nation candidates and persons who have taken an examination are not
allowed to copy or otherwise make note of or share examination con-
tent, in any manner, outside the individual's examination environment.
Examination candidates must agree, prior to beginning an examination,
to keep all examination content confidential. The department may also
file a civil penalty action under chapter 19.28 RCW.
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